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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CHARLES L. SHEARER

Transylvania	will	prevail	over	economic	challenges

The economic crisis that is having such a dramatic effect on our lives is
presenting Transylvania with unique challenges. The conservative fiscal
policies we have long practiced, bolstered by our commitment to the
highest standards of stewardship over the gifts you entrust us with, have
served the college well in recent months as we confront the uncertainties
of today’s economic landscape. However, like other colleges and
universities throughout the country, Transylvania has not been immune
from turmoil in the markets.

Our endowment is the centerpiece of Transylvania’s financial strength
and stability. Over the past few decades, many people have worked very
hard to raise the endowment to a level appropriate to the needs of a

high-quality liberal arts college. Today, we are fighting to conserve this essential
resource. Due almost completely to the decline in the stock market, the $144
million endowment we achieved in 2007 now stands at approximately $90
million.

We have relied upon returns from our endowment to support 25-30 percent
of our operating expenses on an annual basis, with the balance of the revenue
coming from tuition and fees, and gifts. It is critical that we find ways to avoid
increasing the percentage the endowment contributes to the operating budget,
and thereby preserve this fund for the future of the college. To accomplish
this, we are reducing operating costs by scrutinizing every dollar spent, seeking
to raise additional gifts to compensate for loss of endowment income, and
working to maintain enrollment through financial aid to current students and
by enrolling another full, highly qualified entering class this fall. Our guiding
principle in all of these actions is to do nothing that would compromise the
high quality education our students experience at Transylvania.

In spite of the pressures inherent in this new financial situation, I want to assure
you that Transylvania stands proud and undiminished in its role of offering
young people one of the finest undergraduate educations in America. As we
approach next year’s milestone 230th anniversary—an achievement only 15
other colleges in the nation can match—our strengths are numerous. Our
current enrollment of 1,158 is an all-time high, our award-winning faculty
members are often cited for excellent teaching, and our campus overflows with
energy and activity as we greet the new spring.

Many people have worked long and hard to support this venerable institution.
Your gift to the annual fund this year can help make the difference at this critical
time in our history. Although there is no certainty about future economic
trends, there is one thing I am certain of—the unwavering commitment of
our alumni, friends, parents, and trustees to this remarkable institution.

Thank you for all you do for Transylvania.

Charles L. Shearer
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Virginia Hamilton, a sophomore from
Bardstown, Ky., works out in the fitness cen-
ter in the Clive M. Beck Athletic and
Recreation Center. For a look at the wellness
program at Transylvania, see article begin-
ning on page 10. Photo by Joseph Rey Au
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Transylvania is included in
the 2008 edition of Colleges of
Distinction, a guidebook that
identifies schools that fall outside
the list of nationally high profile,
brand-name institutions, but are
deemed to offer exceptional
undergraduate educations.

Wesley L. Creel, president and
founder of Colleges of Distinc-
tion, says that the schools cho-
sen for this honor are some of
the very best in the country. In
his introduction to the guide, he
writes, “What they all share is
that they are great places to get
an education.” 

Approximately 40 colleges in
each of the six geographical
regions of the U.S. were selected
as meeting four key criteria that
make a college truly exceptional:
engaged students, great teach-
ing, vibrant communities, and
successful outcomes. Selections
were determined by a review
board of academicians, guidance

counselors, and parents. 
“We are pleased with the

complimentary review of Transyl-
vania,” said President Charles L.
Shearer. “We take great pride in
engaging our students, in having
excellent profes-
sors, and in the
successful out-
comes of our
alumni.”

Colleges of Dis-
tinction praised
Transylvania for its
internship program
and said that
“Transylvania grad-
uates are known
for their ability to
think critically and to use inquiry
to explore themselves and the
world around them.” It also
mentions the University’s exten-
sive study abroad and May term
programs.

Transylvania’s outstanding fac-
ulty was also acknowledged. The

guide said, “Professors engage
students in small classes, encour-
aging them to go beyond the
course assignments, seek out
new knowledge, and see things
in a different light.” 

The book
described Transylva-
nia students as
“active in the local
community and
across the coun-
try,” highlighted
the career develop-
ment center, and
touted Transylva-
nia’s high accept-
ance rate to law
and medical

schools.
Colleges of Distinction con-

cluded Transy’s profile with, “No
matter what path a student
chooses, Transylvania University
works to develop in its graduates
lifelong habits of learning,
inquiry, and thoughtfulness.” 

The economy may be in a downturn, but
that did not stop Transylvania and the surround-
ing community from extending tremendous gen-
erosity during the 12th annual Empty Bowls Proj-
ect at Morlan Gallery. 

This year, bowls for the sale were created by
Transylvania and Morehead State University
ceramics students and their professors, Dan Selter
(Transylvania) and Kira Munson Campbell ‘96 and
Steven Tirone (Morehead). The gallery doors
opened at noon on December 3, and within 50
minutes, 500 bowls had sold. By 4 p.m., all bowls
were sold out and the project had raised a record
$6,638.

Th  i  b l  ld f  $10 h  ith 
      

       
      

pieces, donated by local artists, ranged in price
from $40-$250.

“There was no doubt in my mind that we
would sell all of our bowls, I just didn’t expect to
sell almost all of them in the first hour,” said
gallery director Andrea Fisher.

A soup supper in the Rafskeller raised still more
money for Community Action. This year, the sup-
per coincided with drama professor Tim Soulis’s
annual solo performance of the Charles Dickens
classic A Christmas Carol in Carrick Theater, with
donations taken at the door to benefit Bluegrass
Rape Crisis Center.

Giving to the community is a tradition at Tran-
l i  O  th  l t i ht  th  E t

       
      

      

Mathews is new VP for
finance and business

Marc Mathews ’80, former-
ly treasurer for the University of

Kentucky,
joined Transyl-
vania as vice
president for
finance and
business in Feb-
ruary. He suc-
ceeds Jerry Ray,

who served as chief financial
officer for 25 years and is con-
tinuing in a part-time advisory
capacity for several months.

Mathews earned a master’s
degree in accounting from UK
and brings 28 years of account-
ing and financial management
experience to his new Transy
position. At UK, he was senior
associate controller (1998-2004),
controller (2004-08), and treas-
urer since January 2008. He
previously worked in auditing
and financial management at
PricewaterhouseCoopers; Ross,
Sinclaire & Associates; Century
Offshore Management; and
Coopers & Lybrand.

A member of the American
Institute of Certified Public
Accountants and the National
Association of College and Uni-
versity Business Officers, Math-
ews has also been active in
community organizations,
including United Way, the Inter-
national Book Project, and Vol-
unteer Center of the Bluegrass.
He is national treasurer of Omi-
cron Delta Kappa National
Leadership Honorary and a for-
mer member of Transylvania’s
Alumni Executive Board.

“We are delighted to wel-
come Marc back to Transylvania
in this new role,” said President
Charles L. Shearer. “Marc brings
a wealth of experience to our
finance office that will serve the
University well in these chal-
lenging economic times.”

Mathews is married to Gwen
Williamson Mathews ’88, a for-
mer Transylvania admissions

   
    

Empty Bowls program has record year

Transylvania recognized for educational excellence 
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How wise is it to use drugs
for children struggling with
attention deficit disorder? What
are the implications of students
diverting those same prescrip-
tion drugs from their intended
use to a quick way to induce
alertness when studying for an
exam? Does a punitive or thera-
peutic approach—or elements of
both—work best when dealing
with drug addiction?

Those were among the
topics discussed in July dur-
ing the first formal event of
psychology professor Meg
Upchurch’s Bingham-Young
Professorship titled Drugged
America. She hosted a group of
15 faculty and staff members for
a week-long seminar that
explored the forces contributing
to the widespread use of drugs
in American society.

One of Upchurch’s goals in
the two-year professorship is to
involve as many people from the
campus community as possible
to produce events, in addition to
bringing to campus highly quali-
fied speakers. From that per-
spective, she felt the July semi-
nar was a good beginning.

“I was very pleased that facul-
ty and staff were talking togeth-
er about the issues,” Upchurch
said. “What I am aiming for, and
what I saw to a certain extent, is
people asking about the root
causes—how did we get to
where we are today with our
frequency of drug use?—and
what we might want to change
about the situation.”

Upchurch’s program will look
at the impact of drugs on Amer-
ican society from a variety of
viewpoints, including the use of
drugs for medical purposes, how
international relations are affect-
ed, the economic impact, the
problems of drug addiction, and
other topics.

“Drugs are so pervasive at all
levels of society that I feel this is
an important topic common to

      
   

    

special expertise in behavioral
pharmacology. Her professorship
will focus on the use of psy-
choactive drugs, but also refer
to the larger context of drug use
in general, including such wide-
spread applications as antibi-
otics, medications for cholesterol
control, birth control pills, alco-
hol, tobacco, and other types of
drugs.

As an example of her broad
approach, Upchurch will include
a look at the role drugs play in
popular music. “If you think of
popular music as being both a
reflection of our culture and
something that might drive peo-
ples’ opinions, then you have to
look at things like gangster rap
when it focuses on illicit drugs
and country music with its sense
of the role alcohol plays in our
lives.”

The first outside speaker—
David E. Courtwright, Presiden-
tial Professor in the University of
North Florida history depart-
ment—appeared on campus in
October and spoke on “Forces of
Habit: Why We Make War on
Some Drugs and not on Others.”

Courtwright discussed differ-
ent levels of government restric-
tions on drugs, from the very
light, such as age limitations on
the purchase of alcohol and
tobacco, to the drastic, which
include a complete ban on LSD
and heroin. He said such restric-
tions are not always applied in a
rational manner.

“If you think about the objec-
tive dangers of drugs, we don’t
regulate them in accordance
with their real danger to
health,” Courtwright said. “The
health consequences of alcohol
and tobacco can be tremen-

   
    

look at non-rational, non-public
health reasons for the crack-
down on certain drugs.

“The size of the industry sur-
rounding a drug matters a great
deal,” he said. “In 1964, when
the surgeon general’s report
came out regarding smoking
and lung cancer, there were
about 70 million smokers in a
nation of about 200 million peo-

ple, plus another 2 million
who owed their livelihood
to tobacco. So it would
have been politically impos-
sible for the government to
go to a very strict policy.”

Other factors in how
restrictive the government is,
said Courtwright, include what
kind of drugs the leaders use
(President Roosevelt smoking a
cigarette, which tended to
lessen concern), the association
of a drug with a minority group
(opium smoking by Chinese in
the nineteenth century, resulting
in a crackdown), or a sudden
increase in use (cocaine in recent
decades, also bringing about a
restrictive attitude).

“Another big one is if the
drug is perceived to be a threat
to youth,” Courtwright said.
“When a drug takes off among
young people, such as LSD and
marijuana in the 1960s, or
ecstasy in the 1980s and ’90s,
that creates a very powerful leg-
islative reaction to protect young
people because they are the
nation’s future.”

Other speakers, as well as fac-
ulty presentations and student
seminars, will highlight the
schedule for the remainder of
this academic year and the next.
(For information, go to
www.transy.edu and choose
Calendars.)

“I hope my professorship will
cause members of the Transylva-
nia community to look drug use
in the face, to see how widely it
affects local institutions and the
world  and introspect on

     
      

  

Professorship about drugs begins with successful seminar

Noted presidential 
historian delivers
Kenan Lecture on 
Abraham Lincoln

Presidential historian
Richard Norton Smith extolled
the moral vision and political
accomplishments of Abraham
Lincoln in his Kenan Lecture
presentation in Haggin Auditori-
um on February 16.

“Abraham Lincoln put princi-
ple above popularity and
became the greatest communi-
cator and politician ever to
inhabit the White House,”
Smith said. “He led America
through its great passion play,
the Civil War. I believe he is the
President against whom all oth-
ers must be measured.”

Smith is a scholar in residence
at George Mason University,
ABC News presidential historian,
and political analyst for PBS. His
speech was part of Transylvania’s
celebration of the Abraham Lin-
coln Bicentennial.

Smith said it was Lincoln’s
ability to grow intellectually and
morally throughout his lifetime
that allowed him to confront
the critical moral issue of his
time, slavery. 

“Lincoln came to understand
that it was hypocritical for a
nation conceived in liberty to
keep millions in slavery.”

Smith said that Lincoln’s wife,
Lexington native Mary Todd,
played a pivotal role in her hus-
band’s success.

“He and Mary formed a
political partnership,” Smith
said. “If she were alive today,
h  ld b   did t  h

     
    

   

! Richard Norton Smith, right,
talks with Charles T. Ambrose,
professor in the University of
Kentucky College of Medicine.
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Senior Marcie Smith attend-
ed the United Nations 

Climate Change negotiations in
Poznan, Poland, in December as
a youth delegate, thinking she
would be a lobbyist of sorts, but
quickly learned her skills would
be put to use in other, more vis-
ible, ways.

Smith wound up giving a
speech on deforestation policy
and indigenous rights to the
negotiation’s final session, and
also consulted with other coun-
tries in attendance. She was
there as one of 20 U.S. students
who were part of an interna-
tional youth delegation spon-
sored by SustainUS, a nonprofit
organization for young people
interested in advancing sustain-
able development and youth
empowerment at the policy-

making and grassroots levels.
She is one of SustainUS’s
experts on the topics covered in
her speech.

“The people who articulate
the U.S. position are from the
State Department, so it’s useless
to lobby them—they don’t
make policy,” Smith said.

Instead, in addition to speak-
ing before the assembled dele-
gation, she served as the eyes
and ears of the Democratic
Republic of Congo, which was
not able to send enough dele-
gates to Poland to cover all the
meetings and keep up with the
workload.

Poznan was critical, Smith
said, as a strong and binding
global climate agreement must
be reached by next year’s con-
ference in Copenhagen, Den-
mark. That agreement will be
based on the policy discussions,
science, and non-governmental
organization input that occurred
this year. 

Together, the SustainUS dele-
gates contributed an estimated
2,200 hours of volunteer service
at the conference and played a
vital role in calling for American
leadership on a bold and just
international climate treaty with
science-based targets.

Smith and the rest of the
international youth are demand-
ing that the outcome of the
talks be anchored by the princi-
ple that any global climate treaty
must safeguard the survival of
all countries and peoples. 

“Survival is non-negotiable,”
she said. 

She pointed out that the ulti-
mate goal is not simply to solve
climate change.  

“Climate change is a symp-
tom of a much more fundamen-
tal problem with the balance of
power in the world,” she said.
“What we want is more of a
paradigm shift. We want to
restore balance in both the
human community and the eco-
logical community.”

Smith said she would classify
what she saw in Poland as
“qualitative success.”

“We want to see U.S. leader-
ship,” she said. “The U.S. has
been a problem child rather
than a partner in a productive
way. What we saw coming out
of Poznan is that steps were
taken, but we would have liked
to have seen more courageous
steps.”

The real victory, she said, was
in the energy in the youth cli-
mate movement. Five hundred

youth from 55 countries attend-
ed the conference. “We’re
growing steadily,” she said.

In February, Smith joined over
10,000 young people for Power
Shift 2009 in Washington D.C.
The event had the goal of hold-
ing elected officials accountable
for rebuilding the economy and
reclaiming the future through
bold climate and clean energy
policy.

“We weren’t sure what to
expect in Poland. We could
have used a stronger stateside
network,” she said. “Now we
have a better grasp on what our
needs will be in Copenhagen,
and Power Shift was a great
opportunity to grow and hone
that infrastructure.”

Smith said she feels invigorat-
ed. SustainUS Climate Program
Coordinator Kendra Kallevig
said, “Marcie was definitely one
of our most exciting delegates.” 

Smith, from Richmond, Ky., is
an international relations and
French double major and envi-
ronmental studies minor. She is
a member of the recently
formed Sustainability Advisory
Committee at Transylvania, for
which she is working to create a
campus plan for climate 
neutrality. 

TRANSY SENIOR SPEAKS BEFORE THE U.N.  SESSION IN POLAND

Rayer named Everyday Hero

Career development director
Susan Rayer received the Everyday

Hero Award from the
NewCities Institute in
recognition of continu-
ally striving to improve
the quality of life for
everyone in her com-
munity. The award was
presented in January

at an Association of Independent Ken-
tucky Colleges and Universities meeting
of career center directors. It acknowl-
edges civic leadership, proactive commu-

 l  d  
     

     

Publications receive CASE awards

Transylvania publications received two
Grand Awards at the Council for Advance-
ment and Support of Education-District III
conference in Atlanta in February. Taking

      
     

    
   

District III includes more than
500 colleges, universities, and

independent elementary and sec-
ondary schools in eight states of

the southeastern United States. The
award recognizes superior accom-

plishments that have lasting impact,
demonstrate the highest level of pro-

fessionalism, and deliver exceptional
results.

At the CASE-Kentucky conference in
December, the viewbook won a Grand
Award, Transylvania magazine received an
Award of Excellence, and Transylvania Treas-
ures received an Award of Special Merit.
The publications are the work of Martha
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An overflow crowd gath-
ered in the William T. Young
Campus Center canteen on Jan-
uary 20 to witness the historic
televised inauguration of Barack
Obama as the nation’s 44th
president and its first of African-
American descent.

More than 75 students, facul-
ty, and staff members began
gathering at 11 a.m. to follow
the pomp and circumstance
leading up to the oath of office
just after noon. Feeling a con-
nection to the spirit of the
moment even at a far distance
from the nation’s capital, audi-
ence members stood while
Obama recited the oath and
applauded at the end of his
speech. The event was spon-
sored and organized by the Stu-
dent Government Association’s
Civic Engagement Committee.
Many others watched the cere-
mony at various locations
around campus.

Students involved in organiz-
ing the watch party, others in
attendance, and students in
general expressed a range of
views about the significance of
the event in the nation’s social
and political history, and to
themselves personally.

Emily Evans, a first-year stu-
dent from Springfield, Tenn.,
spoke of the event as a sign of
progress for the nation:

“I think this inauguration
     

     
      

the future for a colorblind
nation. It gives me hope as a
young woman that people can
move past old biases and give
those who have been oppressed
in the past opportunities to do
great things.”

Lee Richardson, a first-year
student from Nicholasville, Ky.,
was already looking forward to
the Obama presidency:

“While watching the inaugu-
ration, I was overwhelmed with
a number of emotions: excited
by the historical significance of
the first African American serv-
ing as president of the United
States, yet also anxious to see
the materialization of Obama’s
platforms. Inauguration day left
me with a renewed sense of
patriotism, as well as a feeling
of eagerness to see us ‘pick our-
selves up, dust ourselves off,
and begin again the work of
remaking America.’”

Brandi Giles, a junior from
Louisville, pointed to the break-
ing down of racial prejudice the
inauguration represents:

“This inauguration has meant
so much to me based on the
good I feel it will do and has
done for black people. Of course
our president is going to benefit
all people during his administra-
tion, but I feel like the hope he
has given to the black communi-
ty is huge. We’ve all been
haunted by the preconceptions

    
       

     

types come to occupy arguably
the most powerful office in the
world, that feat serves as an
example that anything is possi-
ble for us as long as we work
hard at it.”

Ayesha Siddiqi, a first-year
student from Lexington and a
watch party coordinator, sound-
ed a note of pride, tempered by
caution:

“As proud as I am of America
for electing Barack Obama, we,
as a nation, need to be very
much aware of the cult of per-
sonality surrounding him. Being
blessed with a democracy
bestows certain responsibilities
upon us as citizens, the utmost
of which is constant vigilance. It
is crucial for our ability to evalu-
ate President Obama’s decisions
with sound judgment.”

Josh Edge, a first-year student
from Owensboro, Ky., also an
organizer of the watch party,
saw progress from the evidence
of his own family:

“I know my grandparents can
remember segregation and a
racist South. Today, though, it
seems that much of that hatred
has dissipated. I think this inau-
guration shows that Americans
have stopped dichotomizing this
county into ‘we’ and ‘they,’ but
rather, the country can simply
call itself ‘us.’ Furthermore, it
shows that we are one step
closer to breaking down that

   
   

 

Political science professor Don
Dugi saw the inauguration in a
global perspective:

“This is a landmark election,
not only for a country with a
distressing history of racism, but
for the world as well. The posi-
tive reaction to this election
around the world is unbeliev-
able.”

The inauguration of the
nation’s first African-American
president gave special signifi-
cance to Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, celebrated the day before.
Transylvania students and others
from the campus community
took part in a number of service
projects, including “Thank the
Troops,” a joint effort of Transyl-
vania and LEXfusion that result-
ed in thank you notes being
written by Transy students and
Lexington youth for delivery to
military personnel serving over-
seas.

Another project, which rated
a mention on National Public
Radio, was an effort by Transy,
Delta Sigma Phi fraternity, the
Central Kentucky Association of
Volunteer Administrators, and
the Bluegrass Chapter of the
American Red Cross to create
600 emergency kits to distribute
to senior citizens in downtown
Lexington.

“I was really pleased at how
Transy students stepped up,”
said Karen Anderson  coordina-

    
    

   

CAMPUS GATHERS FOR INAUGURATION WATCH PARTY

! The William T. Young Campus
Center canteen was the site of
an inauguration watch party
sponsored by the Student
Government Association’s Civic
Engagement Committee.
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If you’ve tuned in to the Discovery Chan-
nel’s Animal Planet lately, you may have seen a
familiar face. Biology professor James Wagner
appeared on an episode of Weird, True and
Freaky that aired on the channel in November.

This isn’t Wagner’s first experience with the Dis-
covery Channel. In 1999, his research in wolf spi-
der cannibalism was profiled on Discover Maga-
zine. For Weird, True and Freaky, he was called in
as a cannibalism expert to provide commentary on
footage of animal behavior. 

“If you do a Google search for cannibalism,”
Wagner said, “my name comes up. That’s how the
producers of this show found me.”

Wagner watched footage that had been com-
piled from a variety of sources and chose his sub-
ject matter. “I told them, ‘Yes, I’m comfortable
talking about this,’ or ‘No, I’m not comfortable
with that,’” he said. “Basically, I explained the
behaviors.”

He said it was enjoyable, and a little strange, to
delve into the behaviors of a lot of different ani-
mals, rather than focusing on wolf spiders, his
usual field of expertise. 

Working on the show was a positive experience,
but Wagner pointed out that Weird, True and
Freaky falls under the category of sensationalism.

“There was one segment that I disagreed with,”
he said. “A voice-over that they used didn’t make
sense. It was dramatic, but biologically what they
were saying didn’t make sense. They used it any-
way. So, that was a little bit frustrating.”

Wagner said he won’t be seeking out television
appearances in the future, but he’s open to any
that come his way.

Parents Fund
efforts continue 

Students and parent
volunteers are working
hard to raise funds for the
Transylvania library. At press
time, $69,000 had been
pledged toward this year’s
$93,000 goal.

“We understand how
difficult it is for many peo-
ple to give during these
tough economic times, and
that makes us appreciate
even more the gifts we
have received,” said Lori
Burlingham, assistant direc-
tor of development. “The
Parents Council has really
stepped up to the plate
and played a leadership
role in this effort. Volun-
teers filled every station
during the September
phonathon.” 

Mac Lacy, co-president of
the Parents Council and
father of Sam, a senior, and
Ben, a sophomore, encour-
aged other parents and
grandparents to support the
Parents Fund. “Our sons
recognize that this is our
way of being a bit more
invested in their educations
at Transylvania, and that
means something to them,”
he said. “You feel like
you’ve become connected
in a personal way, regardless
of how much or how little
you’re able to contribute.
Supporting the library is
something that allows you
to touch a lot of lives, not
just your son’s or daugh-
ter’s.” 

Students will continue to
call parents and grandpar-
ents this spring to request
support for the Parents
Fund. 

Giving is easy by going
to www.transy.edu and
clicking on Giving to Transy
and then on Make a Gift
N  I f ti  f  

    
    
   

Biology professor makes
television appearance

When accounting professor Dan Fulks
helped represent the National Collegiate Athletic
Association at a Knight Commission on Intercolle-
giate Athletics meeting in Washington, D.C., last
October, it was only the latest event in his still-
growing role as a national authority on college
sports finances.

Fulks is a research consultant to the NCAA and
is responsible for an annual report detailing the
financial aspects of sports programs at the NCAA’s
more than 1,100 members, which he has prepared
for 15 years. He presented recent findings as a
panelist at the Knight Commission meeting, held
at the National Press Club and covered by national
media such as the Associated Press, USA Today,
and The Chronicle of Higher Education. The com-
mission works to ensure that intercollegiate athlet-
ics programs operate within the educational mis-
sion of their colleges and universities.

Fulks, who serves as Transy’s faculty athletics
representative to the NCAA, is also vice chair and
a member of the executive committee of the
NCAA’s Division III management council. With 440
members, Division III, the non-scholarship division
that Transy belongs to, is the NCAA’s largest. Fulks
was part of a working group of the committee
that recently looked at a possible restructuring of
the division.

“There’s a lot of diversity in Division III in terms
of enrollment and in perspectives on such things
as length of season and redshirting rules,” Fulks
said. “And there is great pressure on the division
to grow even larger.” After considering plans to
create a new division or split the current division in
two, the working group eventually decided to
leave things as they are for now.

Fulks’s accounting students benefit from his
expertise in college athletics finances in several
ways, including helping to tabulate and organize
the annual reports. He also enlivens classroom pre-
sentations by drawing on his earlier experience as
a staff member of Ernst & Young, where clients
included the Atlanta Falcons, Atlanta Braves, and
Atlanta Stadium. He was involved in a key court
case that set tax standards for depreciating the
value of professional athletes.

In all of his work, Fulks has the opportunity to
spread awareness of Transylvania, often among
big-city and national media.

“When the media call the NCAA about sports
finances  they just say  ‘Ask Dan ’” Fulks said

        
     

 

Fulks represents NCAA at national forum

! James Wagner on the 
Discovery Channel’s Animal Planet
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Women’s golf wins
HCAC tourney, will play
in NCAA championships

Even though they won the
Heartland Collegiate Athletic
Conference tournament, the
best is yet to come for the
women’s golf team. That’s
because their HCAC crown, first
in school history, also brings
with it the Pioneers’ first-ever
berth in the NCAA Division III
championships, to be played
May 13-16 in Port Lucie, Fla.

First-year player Janca Millett
led the Pioneers in the HCAC
tournament with a two-day total
of 164 (85-79) as the Pioneers
turned in a five-player team
total of 705, good for a 22-
stroke win over second place
Manchester College. Millett was
second in medalist competition,
just two strokes back of
Stephanie Harrington of Rose-
Hulman Institute of Technology.

Other Transy players in the
championship were first-year

player Megan Foley (84-86,
170), senior Brittany Daulton
(91-91, 182), sophomore Megan
Graeter (92-97, 189), and soph-
omore Sara Escobedo (107-111,
218).

“It was an impressive win for
our team,” said head coach
Mark Turner ’77. “With fresh-
men playing in our top two
spots, we thought we might be
a year away, but our players
really rose to the occasion.
We’re excited to get a chance to
experience the NCAA tourna-
ment.”

Transy had a very successful
regular season, highlighted by
wins in the Rose-Hulman Invita-
tional and the Transy Fall Invita-
tional. The Pioneers began the
year with a 357-391 win over
Rose Hulman as Foley (86) and
Millett (87) served notice of their
future outstanding play. Millett
was medalist in the Transy meet
with an 84, and Foley was sec-
ond at 87. In the Centre College
Invitational, the Pioneers placed
second to the host Colonels
with a 343, nine shots back of
the winners. Millett (80) and
Foley (82) once again paced
Transy.

Individual honors came Tran-
sy’s way when Millett was
named HCAC Freshman of the
Year and was joined on the All-
HCAC team by Foley. Turner was
named the HCAC Coach of the
Year, an honor he had previously
won as Transy’s women’s basket-
ball coach in 2003.

Women’s tennis makes
HCAC meet for first time

The women’s tennis team
won a spot in the Heartland
Collegiate Athletic Conference
team championships for the first
time in school history as the Pio-
neers compiled a 5-3 HCAC
record for the season, playing all
their matches against confer-
ence opponents.

Transy lost to Franklin College
5 3 i  th  ifi l d f th

   
     

   

for the Pioneers was first-year
player Kelsey Fulkerson, who
topped Franklin’s Morgan Bright
in No. 1 singles 6-1, 6-1.  She
teamed with sophomore Katie
Boone to take the No. 1 doubles
match by 9-8 (7-2). Transy’s
other point came from first-year
player Stephanie Townsend,
who won at No. 4 singles.

A highlight of the regular sea-
son was Transy’s 6-3 home win
over Manchester College, which
snapped a 39-match Spartans
win streak over HCAC oppo-
nents. Manchester was the six-
time defending HCAC champion
at the time, and went on to cap-
ture the 2008 title. It was the
first match for the Pioneers in
their new tennis facility.

“That has to be one of the
biggest wins in the history of
h  T  ’  i  

    
      

    

Transy also played well in the
HCAC Flighted Tournament for
individuals, played a week
before the conference tourna-
ment and also held at the West
Indy Racquet Club. Fulkerson
was seeded second in No. 1 sin-
gles, the first Transy women’s
player to earn an HCAC seed,
and advanced to the finals
before losing. She teamed with
Boone as the top seeds in No. 1
doubles, the first top seed for a
Transy duo, and also made the
finals before meeting defeat.
The team tied Franklin College
for third place overall.

Fulkerson, who was an HCAC
Player of the Week after her
heroics against Manchester, was
named to the All-HCAC team,
along with Boone. Playing at
No. 1 singles and No. 2 doubles,
Fulkerson had a season record
of 13-3 for both positions.
Boone was 12-3 in her No. 2
singles and No. 1 doubles play.

Women’s cross country
seventh in HCAC meet

The women’s cross country
team finished seventh in the
nine-team Heartland Collegiate
Athletic Conference champi-
onship, hosted by Manchester
College. The men’s team posted
an incomplete score due to not
having enough healthy runners
to field a complete team. Both
teams are led by head coach
Toby Carrigan.

First-year runner Betsy Heines
was Transy’s top performer in
the HCAC meet, finishing 26th
in a time of 25 minutes, 24 sec-
onds over the 5,000-meter
course. Senior Mallory Harlow
took 32nd place with 26:07.4.
The women tuned up for the
conference championship with
an 11th place finish in the Man-
chester Invitational, paced by
Heines’s 45th place showing in
25:38.

The men’s team finished 10th
in the Berea College Invitational

 i  P t i k S  l d th
     

     
    

! First-year player Kelsey
Fulkerson was named to the
All-HCAC team.
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The men’s soccer team
advanced to the championship
game of the Heartland Colle-
giate Athletic Conference tour-
nament and finished the season
with an 11-6-1 overall record,
including a 6-2 conference
mark.

In the HCAC title game, the
Pioneers faced the same Rose-
Hulman Institute of Technology
team they had lost to 1-0 in
overtime in Terre Haute, Ind., to
begin league play in September.
Transy outshot the Engineers
14-6, but Rose-Hulman, again
playing on its home field, got a
goal nine minutes into the con-
test and made it stand up for a
1-0 victory and the league’s

automatic bid to the NCAA
Division III Championship.

Transy had played in four
straight NCAA championships
leading up to this season, and
had not lost an HCAC tourney
game since falling to Anderson
University in a shootout for the
2002 title. The Pioneers got to
the championship match by
ousting Manchester College 1-0
in the semifinals, played on
Thomas Field.

Led by head coach Brandon
Bowman in his seventh year at
the helm, the Pioneers got the
season off to a great start by
winning two games each in the
Glenn Hyundai Showcase at
Transy and the Bob Allen Show-
case at Centre College to go 4-
0. They won five straight HCAC
games before dropping a 2-1
decision at Bluffton University.

Senior defender/midfielder

Ryan Wood, senior midfielder
Corey Dillow, sophomore mid-
fielder Stu Hampson, and first-
year forward Pierre Manga were
named to the All-HCAC first
team. Wood was the second-
leading scorer on the team with
14 points on five goals and four
assists, while Dillow scored one
goal. Hampson led the team
with 17 points on six goals and
five assists, and Manga was
third-leading scorer with 12
points off five goals and two
assists.

Sophomore midfielder Tony
Spero, fourth best scorer at 11
points on five goals and one
assist, was named HCAC Player
of the Week after nailing a goal
against Illinois Wesleyan Univer-
sity and another against
LeTourneau University in the
Pioneers’ two wins during the
Centre showcase.

The women’s soccer team
made the four-team Heartland
Collegiate Athletic Conference
tournament, but lost a heart-
breaker in the semifinal round
when Manchester College won
in a shootout to advance to the
title game. Transy finished the
season with a 12-6 overall
record and a sterling 7-1 confer-
ence mark, good for second
place in the regular season race.

Transy had a 2-1 lead late in
the game against Manchester,
but the Spartans scored a goal
with less than two minutes to
play to set up overtime. After
two scoreless 10-minute extra
periods, Manchester prevailed in
the shootout to end the Pio-
neers’ season. Transy had won
handily over the Spartans by 4-0
in regular season play.

Under head coach Michael
Fulton, Transy forged a 3-1

d i  th  l   ith
     

   
    

on College and Washington and
Lee University in the Glenn
Hyundai Showcase at Hall Field.
A signature 2-1 win came over
12th-ranked Denison University
on the Big Red’s home field
before the Pioneers headed into
HCAC play.

Transy won its first six confer-
ence games before losing to the
College of Mount St. Joseph by
1-0 in overtime. They finished
off their 7-1 league slate with a
win at Bluffton University.

Junior forward Katie Kelly and
junior midfielder Katie McKelway
were named to the All-HCAC
first team. Kelly was the team’s
second-leading scorer with 13
points on four goals and five
assists, while McKelway led the
Pioneers with 19 points off nine
goals and one assist. McKelway,
an HCAC Player of the Week
after the Pioneers’ upset of Den-
i   l  d t  th

   
   
  

! Junior forward Kate McKelway
advances the ball during a 2-1 win
over 12th-ranked Denison University.

Men’s soccer makes HCAC championship game

Women’s soccer competes in 
HCAC tournament

! Sophomore midfielder Stu
Hampson was named to the
All-HCAC team.Jo
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The volleyball team played
well in two early season invita-
tional tournaments, but found
the going tough in the Heart-

land Collegiate Athletic Confer-
ence as the Pioneers finished
with a 2-6 league record and an
11-18 overall mark.

Under head coach Cindy
Jacobelli, Transy fashioned a 3-1
record at the Ohio Wesleyan
University Invitational with wins
over Grove City College, Oberlin
College, and Bluffton University.
A week later, at the Centre Col-
lege Invitational, the Pioneers
broke even at 2-2 as they
defeated Asbury College and
Lynchburg College.

Transy’s two wins in HCAC
play came at home against
Franklin College and Manches-
ter College by identical 3-2
scores. The Pioneers got a solid
3-2 road win over Centre near
season’s end to reverse an earli-
er loss to the Colonels in their
tournament.

Junior outside hitter Jordan
Geisen was named to the All-
HCAC first team, becoming the
second Pioneer to win that
honor. She had 230 kills for the
season, an average of just over
two per set, which was second
best on the team. 

First-year outside hitter Blayke
Herman was named to the
HCAC All-Freshman team after
leading Transy with 270 kills for

an average of more than 2.5 a
set. She was also Player of the
Week in the conference when
she led the Pioneers to the
upset win over Manchester with
a career-high 15 kills, including
eight in the first set.

Senior outside hitter Christine
Luerman was third in kills for
Transy with 205, an average of
1.88 per set. Sophomore libero
Sarah Sams was the top Pioneer
in digs with 504 for the season,
an average of 4.5 a set.

Alumni athletes, parents of
current student-athletes, and all
others interested in Transylvania
athletics are invited to join the
Pioneer Athletics Club, a new
service and support organization
formed through a joint effort by
the athletics department and the
alumni office.

“We’re inviting all those inter-
d i   hl i  

    

the University,” said athletics
director Jack Ebel ’77. “We
hope to add to the overall expe-
rience of our student-athletes by
supporting our teams and the
mission of Transylvania.”

Members of the club will
receive an electronic quarterly
newsletter on athletics, and spe-
cial e-mails when teams qualify
f   l   i h

   

Club members can demon-
strate their commitment by
attending athletics events and
social activities and volunteering
in support of the organization’s
goals, Ebel said.

“But you don’t have to come
to games to be involved,” he
added. “We have alumni all over
the country who are interested
i  Pi  hl i  d h

    

games all the time. Among the
approximately 100 members so
far are alumni from California,
Texas, and Arizona.”

There is no cost to join the
Pioneer Athletics Club. For more
information, contact Ebel at
(859) 233-8548 or jebel@tran-
sy.edu. Athletics information is
also available at www.transy.edu
b  l i  A hl i

PIONEER ATHLETICS CLUB WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

! Junior outside hitter Jordan
Geisen was named to the
All-HCAC team.

The field hockey team defeat-
ed arch rival Centre College 2-1
in the next-to-last game to
avoid a winless record as the
Pioneers finished 1-16 in a sea-
son of close losses, including
two overtime contests. In all,
Transy lost seven contests by the
slim margin of one goal.

Junior forward/midfielder
Whitney Mitchell scored a pair
of goals to lead the way for
Transy in the win over Centre,
played on Hall Field. Under
head coach Susannah Kil-
bourne, the Pioneers had lost
an overtime heartbreaker by 1-0
to the Colonels earlier in the
season on the Centre home
field.

Mitchell ended the season as
Transy’s leading scorer with 12
points on six goals. Senior goal-
keeper Megan Blanford, who
had 13 saves in the Centre win,
did not miss a start in goal the
past three seasons.

Volleyball does well in invitationals

Field hockey gets
Centre win

! Junior forward/midfielder
Whitney Mitchell was Transy’s
leading scorer for the season.D
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LIVING WELL
at Transylvania
A holistic approach to health

BY LORI-LYN HURLEY

SprPages09A_9x_TransSummer04a  4/20/17  2:33 PM  Page 10



Education professor Amy Maupin has
lost 43 pounds since January 2007,

but her overall goal isn’t a smaller dress
size, it’s a sense of well-being. Inspired by
the emphasis placed on wellness at Tran-
sylvania, Maupin sees paying attention to
her own health as contributing to the
broader community. 

“Taking care of myself is just as good
for Transy as it is for me,” Maupin said.
“My energy can affect the energy of my
students. If I feel stress and anxiety, then

I think my students will feel it. When I feel
better, I perform better, but I also reduce
health care costs and keep insurance pre-
miums down.”

A healthy student, faculty, or staff
member benefits both the individual and
the University, but what does it really mean
to be a “well” campus? Transylvania
answers that question with a
comprehensive, proactive program of
information, activities, and curriculum
enhancements that touches on all aspects
of a healthy lifestyle. 

Six dimensions of wellness

A wide variety of activities are offered
on campus, each geared toward self-devel-
opment in one of the six dimensions of
health: physical, intellectual, emotional,
social, occupational, and financial.

“A lot of people think wellness is just
eating right and working out,” said human
resources specialist Debbie Clark. “That’s
a big part of it, but our program addresses
each of the areas of wellness.”

Fitness and wellness director Ashley
Hinton-Moncer keeps in mind the goal
of a healthy Transy family as she designs
programs that raise awareness and motivate
good health practices campus-wide.

She, along with Clark and human
resources director Jeff Mudrak, head the
Wellness Works program at Transy, which
seeks to enhance the quality of life for
faculty and staff by identifying strategies
and practices that encourage healthy living
decisions. 

Hinton-Moncer said that promoting
wellness means proactively assisting others,
helping change attitudes so that changes
in behavior are possible, and searching for
alternatives to improve health and overall
well-being. As with any wellness program,
a balanced lifestyle is the goal.

Clark added that the biggest goal of
the wellness program is to reach more
people. “We have some really good
programs, and we keep adding more to
that,” she said. “It’s just
communication—getting word out to
people and trying to get them to take the

initiative.”
Other faculty and staff members who

have made dramatic lifestyle changes
include director of alumni programs Natasa
Pajic ’96, who lost 30 pounds and began
running marathons, and drama professor
Tim Soulis, who tries to run, swim, or row
his age in minutes.

“In my area of theater, I have to have
stamina to cover all the bases for a pro-
duction,” Soulis said. “But even more than
staying in shape, exercise keeps me young
in spirit and creatively fresh.”

Wellness for everyone

The wellness program is equally
important for those who have not made
dramatic changes, but have been
encouraged to maintain and even increase
activities they are already involved in.

“If we can get everybody to
participate,” Clark said, “the whole place
benefits. From a productivity standpoint,
people are happier when they feel good.
From an employer’s perspective, a well
campus impacts retention. We’re offering
things that stimulate people, plus they
know their employer cares about them.”

Though she stays busy looking for new
ideas to bring to campus and responding
to feedback about the opportunities
already in place, Hinton-Moncer said the
multi-dimensional aspect of the wellness
program keeps her energized.

“You can’t get burned out,” she said,
“because you just switch dimensions.”

One of those dimensions, physical
health, has a prominent home on campus.
The Clive M. Beck Athletic and Recreation
Center provides a great opportunity for
the Transy community to engage with
physical wellness. The 97,000-square-foot
facility includes classrooms, a health and

    
     

    

! Personal trainer Melanie Pendleton ’05
    

     

“You feel better when you

exercise; it’s a stress reliever.

It’s a lifestyle change more

than anything.”
Melanie Pendleton ’05 

personal trainer
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that serve academics, recreation,
intramural, and intercollegiate athletics
programs.

President Charles L. Shearer is a regular
user of the track in the upper level of the
Beck Center, and any given weekday will
find faculty, staff, and students walking or
running during lunch hour.

“You can come over to the track and
see that people are walking in skirts and
tennis shoes,” Hinton-Moncer said. “It’s
not intimidating at all. Anyone can feel
comfortable.”

For those interested in a more intense
workout routine, there’s the option of
working with a certified personal trainer,
an approach that has become very popular.
Personal trainers work with each individual
to determine needs and goals, then create
training regimen and nutritional recom-
mendations to reach those goals.

Melanie Pendleton ’05, assistant softball
coach, is certified through the American
Fitness Association of America and works
with students, faculty, and staff. “Most of
the clients I work with want to lose
weight,” she said. “The great part is seeing
progress, helping people reach their goals,
and seeing them not only progress in their
weight loss, but also change in their per-
spective.”

Making a lifestyle change

Physical fitness also has ramifications
for the other aspects of wellness. “There’s

a huge emotional component,” Pendleton
said. “You feel better when you exercise;
it’s a stress reliever. It’s a lifestyle change
more than anything. You’re not going to
see success losing weight unless you change
your lifestyle. It’s exciting to be part of
that.”

Pendleton said she’s seen an increase
in health and fitness awareness across
campus. “This year especially, the Beck
Center has seen an increase in usage,” she
said. “It’s always hopping. It’s the place
to be.”

Group fitness classes offered during
lunch and in the evenings are free and
adapt to the needs and requests of class
members. Classes last summer included
walks to the Lexington Farmer’s Market,
for example, combining exercise with the
opportunity to purchase fresh fruits and
vegetables. 

Nutrition is another aspect of physical
health that has drawn increased attention
at Transy. Last year, Sodexho’s Balanced
Way program was introduced in the dining
hall, offering an easy way to select
nutritiously sound meals rich in whole
grains, lean proteins, more fruit and veg-
etables, and less fat.

“Foods are well-marked in terms of
calorie content and get a person thinking
about what they’re eating,” said dean of
students Mike Vetter. “It makes eating in
the dining hall an educational process;
people are learning which foods are the

better ones to select.”
Weight Watchers groups on campus

and fitness challenges like The Biggest
Loser also offer opportunities and incentive
for weight loss. Nutritionist Sandy Hall
conducts one-on-one nutritional
counseling sessions on campus with
students, faculty, and staff members who
want to learn about weight loss or gain,
eating on campus, sports nutrition, heart
health, and even how to save money at the
grocery.  

“That’s an absolutely free resource that
most schools don’t have,” said Hinton-
Moncer, “plus she’s easy to talk to and has
a practical approach.”

This wellness initiative at Transylvania
can be traced back to the Employee Health
and Wellness Fair, which started as a small
showcase in 2002 and has grown into an
annual event that fills the Clive M. Beck
performance gym with a wide variety of
vendors and services. 

The 2008 fair featured health advice
from more than 40 local businesses and
organizations, flu shots administered by
campus nurse Laina Smith, free massages,
product samples, and bone density
screenings offered by Lexington Clinic.

“The field of wellness is changing all
the time,” Hinton-Moncer said. “We have
to continue to make changes to accom-
modate the changing workforce.”

Wellness for students

The Health Fair is an event for faculty
and staff, but wellness is a goal for the
entire campus that begins with students.
A healthy lifestyle is one of the six goals
for learning outlined by the Office of the
Dean of Students. 

“We’ve had this goal for a few years,”
Vetter said, “but it’s really picked up steam.
One of the things we do well at
Transylvania is enable people to make con-
nections between what they’re learning
and what they’re doing.”

One place where students make that
connection is in the Lifetime Fitness
course, required of all students, which
underscores the University’s belief that a

! Fitness and wellness director Ashley
   

    

 
 

SprPages09A_9x_TransSummer04a  4/20/17  2:33 PM  Page 12



sound body is the natural complement to
a sound mind. The class emphasizes that
physical activity leads to improved cardio-
vascular fitness, flexibility, strength, and
endurance for everyone. Proper nutrition,
stress management, and other wellness
concepts are key to the program.

“The number one goal of this course,”
said professor of physical education and
exercise science Sharon Brown, “is to teach
students the importance of physical fitness
and provide them with opportunities to
improve.”

The course has immediate impact on
the lives of students like junior Stephanie
Huffman, whose passion for fitness led to
her certification as a personal trainer in
December 2008 through AFAA. She plans
to one day own her own fitness facility and
become a certified nutritionist. She already
has a roster of fitness clients at Transy, both
students and staff members. “They all have
different goals, and it challenges me as a
trainer,” she said. “I love it.”

The lifetime fitness requirement for
students covers the wellness components
that the University is building on for faculty
and staff. It blends academics and health
issues to exemplify the mind-body
connection at the heart of the wellness
program.

This connection is evidenced by the
wellness book group, which has read and
discussed books that are not only
intellectually stimulating, but also relevant
to other areas of health, such as In Defense
of Food by Michael Pollan and, most
recently, Total Money Makeover by Dave
Ramsey.

“We do a survey every now and then
and find out what employee concerns are,”
Clark said. “Finances are a huge stressor
right now, so we read the Dave Ramsey
book as a way to say, ‘We know you feel
this pressure, here’s something that might
help.’”

One approach to the social aspect of
wellness is In the Loop, a knitting group
that meets weekly and provides more for
its participants than simply knitting skills. 

“I had never knitted before,” said fine
arts division secretary Tammie Williams,
“but I’d always wanted to learn. It’s been
fun. Each person who comes to the club
brings a different and interesting

       
      

       

the support you get from others. It’s a
good positive vibe.”

The future of wellness

Plans for the future of the overall health
and wellness program include a possible
Wellness House for students, similar to
the International House, where residents
would live together in an environment
that fosters a holistic approach to health.
“Students are interested in this option,”
Vetter said, “which shows that they’re
paying attention to the wellness initiative.”

There is also a push to address the issue
of smoking on campus. Transy has annually
held a smoke-out day for several years, and
offers help with smoking cessation, but
Vetter believes it’s an area where more
could be done.

Pendleton said she thinks Transylvania
is a fit campus overall, and she credits Hin-
ton-Moncer’s energy and excitement for
getting people involved.

“The way we think about wellness has
evolved and continues to evolve,” Hin-
ton-Moncer said. “A lot of people now, if
you say the word ‘wellness’ to them, they
can name the six components without
thinking about it, whereas five or 10 years
ago, that wasn’t true.”

    
       

     

“Knitting can be meditative

or social, challenging or

soothing, humbling or

empowering, It is the 

conveyer of much generosity

of spirit, time, treasure, and

humor. It connects us to the

past and the future. That’s a

lot from two sticks and some

string, but there’s also 

lightness and good cheer.”
Marian Baker

secretary to the dean of students

! Experienced knitter, secretary to the
dean of students Marian Baker, and
members of In the Loop gather in the
Pioneer Hall of Fame Room in the Beck
Center: From left, fine arts division
secretary Tammie Williams, Writing
Center secretary Becky Mills, campus
nurse Laina Smith, Baker, study
abroad and special programs secretary

   
   

   

Lo
ri-

Ly
n 

H
ur

le
y

SprPages09A_9x_TransSummer04a  4/20/17  2:33 PM  Page 13



In the spring of 2007, when Lacey Napper knew she was coming
to Transylvania that fall, she joined the Facebook group for

her incoming class. Later that summer, after using the social net-
working Web site to begin to get to know her future classmates,
she attended a picnic at Lexington’s Jacobson Park that the
students arranged on their own, using Facebook as their
organizing tool.

“Through Facebook, I was able to have conversations with,
and see photos of these people before I even came to Transy,”
said Napper, a sophomore philosophy major. “That was really
beneficial to me, because it made me less nervous about being
in a completely new environment. About 50 of us from many
different towns came to the picnic. I met some of my future
sorority sisters there, and my future boyfriend.” 

Napper’s experience illustrates the quiet revolution on the
social side of student life that has occurred in just a few short
years through the wildly popular social networking site known
as Facebook  Augmented by use of the ubiquitous cell phone

        
           

       

There was a time in the not too distant past when college
students kept in touch with one another and happenings on
campus in ways that had changed very little over many decades.
An occasional phone call (landline, of course), face-to-face
encounters, bulletin boards (real paper on real corkboards),
meetings, weekly assemblies of the entire student body (at small
liberal arts colleges), student newspapers, and plain old word-
of-mouth kept everyone well informed about special events,
social activities like parties and dances, and the latest on who
was going out with whom.

It was the social side of student life being conducted almost
entirely in the “real” world. Describe that kind of campus culture
to today’s Transylvania students or their peers across the country,
and the reaction is likely to be, “Really? That’s hard to imag-
ine.”

Students today, of course, continue to experience most of
their social lives in the face-to-face world, but they increasingly
rely on Facebook to communicate news about campus events,
parties, and other social activities; converse about campus gossip;
and even build personal relationships that may lead to dating or
just hanging out. Facebook often paves the way for in-person
activities, but has also become a very entertaining site in its own
right.

Facebook was launched in 2004 at Harvard University and
has grown with brush-fire speed to reach more than 175 million
subscribers around the world, including virtually every Transy
student. Its colorful graphics and ability to allow users to post
photos, create Web links, and have conversations that may be
shared with hundreds of “friends” (those you have designated
for access to your account) have won widespread approval from
users.

“The ability to plan and organize their lives is something I
think college students have to figure out, and these technological
tools help them with that,” said Mike Vetter, dean of students.
“Bringing people together in these social networking systems is
really a big change.”

Like the air they breathe

The rapidity with which Facebook has become a student life
essential is stunning to some observers, but is taken in stride by

today’s students, most of whom have
never experienced college life without it.

“Automatically, when I wake up in
the morning, I check my Facebook,”
said Napper, who began using the site
as a high school junior and got her first
cell phone in the eighth grade.

The picnic she attended is the type
of student-directed event that tends to

appear on Facebook. University-wide events, such as a Kenan
Lecture or a theater production, are publicized by Transy faculty
and staff, though students participating in those activities might

       
        

       

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Holly Milburn ’11 
“If something is just word-of-mouth, it’s almost regarded as not pertinent. The
consensus is, well, we’ll wait until it becomes official, that is, until it’s on 
Facebook or Columns (the University’s daily e-newsletter).”

__________________________________________________________________________

Students use Facebook and 

cell phones to move a portion 

of student life to the on-line world

Students use Facebook and 

cell phones to move a portion 

of student life to the on-line world
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led may show up there,” said Holly Milburn, a sophomore
planning a special major pattern in social justice. “For instance,
Power Shift (the annual climate change forum in Washington,
D.C.) is a national student-run event that’s promoted on
Facebook. It can be kind of random, just whoever is motivated
to put their event up. With parties, if it’s not Facebook official,
it’s safe to say not many people will know about it.”

One of the popular features of Facebook is “Status Update,”
a prominent place at the top of each profile page for writing a
quick message about how you’re feeling that day, what activity
you’re engaged in, or some other brief thought.

“You might say, ‘I’m in a good mood,’ or ‘I’m
in a bad mood,’ or ‘Here are song lyrics I like’,”
said DJ Nichols, a first-year student pursuing a
political science major and philosophy minor.
“And you can comment on other peoples’ status.
If someone’s having a bad day, you can ask why.
Then it becomes a conversation.”

Some students also use Facebook to keep in
touch with high school classmates, and even now project a future
in which the site will let them keep up with Transy friends and
others throughout the years.

“I was a Kentucky Governor’s Scholar and I met students
from all over the state,” Nichols said. “Facebook is now our main
way of keeping in touch. I can see myself and my Transy classmates
remaining friends longer than my parents’ generation, only because
we have Facebook. The world’s gotten smaller because of it. Walls
don’t exist anymore. Miles don’t exist.”

When it comes to cultivating personal
relationships, Facebook and cell phones can play
an important role, often in the very early stages
of getting to know another person. After a relatively
brief face-to-face meeting, students will often trade
cell phone numbers, and then the technological
dance begins.

“Even if someone doesn’t come right out and ask you on a
date over a text message, it might be something like, ‘Hey, we
should hang out sometime.’,” Napper said. “I’ve been asked on
a date through a text message, but I still like to be asked in person
sometimes. But I think Facebook and texting help you bridge
that gap.”

Unlike the nerve-wracking scenarios of the past,
where a young man builds up his nerve to ask for
a date in person, today’s students often skip the
“sweaty palm” stage by using technology.

“I think dating in general has changed because
of cell phones,” Nichols said. “We skip the nervous
part. You’ve met the person in a very casual way
at first, and then you get to know them better
without being in direct contact with them. Then when you meet
face-to-face again, maybe just to hang out at first, you’re not
nervous because of all the messages you’ve exchanged.”

  

      

in general  have become more and more popular on college
campuses, it’s only natural that questions arise about the effects
of such a major shift in behavior. Is there cause for concern about
the encroachment of so much on-line activity into the realm of
in-person socializing? Put another way, is too much face time
being displaced by Facebook time?

Yes, say some, who contend that students are losing too much
of the uniquely human experience of face-to-face contact. No,
say others, who believe that these technological tools are no
different in purpose from earlier advances, such as the telephone,
and that they can actually enhance the in-person experiences.

In general, students face two issues. The first is the temptation
simply to spend too much time on Facebook, which can disrupt
time needed for studying as well as extracurricular activities. The
second is a more specific time consideration, but also a qualitative
issue about the true nature of human social interaction. The
concern is that too much on-line socializing, to the detriment
of in-person interaction, could be emotionally or psychologically
unhealthy.

As for the temptation to just while away the time on Facebook,
most of the students interviewed for this article admitted that
has been an issue with them at times. They all say they have
managed to put the Web site in its proper place in their lives,
but add that they know of students who need to cut back on its
use.

“If I’m doing homework on my computer that I don’t
particularly want to be doing, and I’d like to have a little diversion,
it’s a temptation to get on Facebook way too much every once

          
         

          

___________________________________________________________________________________

DJ Nichols ’12
“It’s important, and I think my generation has realized this, that just 
because you know who someone is on-line does not mean that’s (the 
complete picture of) who they are.”

_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Mike McNary ’11
“The Internet is just another tool. I’m sure the telephone was considered 
by some to be cold and impersonal when it first appeared. I think it’s the
interaction itself that’s more important than the medium.”

____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Lacey Napper ’11
“Facebook makes it easier to misbehave, because people will be more 
brave than they would be when they’re with someone in normal
conversation. What that should teach you is discretion.”

____________________________________________________________________

BY WILLIAM A. BOWDEN  eduling Relationship Building
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they’re addicted. They need to deactivate their account for a
month or two and detox.”

Among those who have recognized that their Facebook time
was getting out of hand is Milburn, who once decided to give
up the Web site for Lent. Turns out she wasn’t alone—it happens
every year on Ash Wednesday in the Facebook world.

“It was extremely difficult to do that,” Milburn said.
“Facebook is such a significant aspect of our lives in terms of
how you communicate with people. But it was important for

me to realize how much time I was spending on it and how much
time I wasn’t devoting to doing my homework.”

Mike McNary, a sophomore computer science major also
pursuing minors in music and mathematics, is a bit of a contrarian
when it comes to text messaging and Facebooking. He has a
Facebook account, but isn’t devoted to it.

“I’m not a huge Facebooker,” McNary said. “If I see that
someone has added me as a friend, or someone wrote to me
about an event coming up, sure, I’ll get on and check that, but

I don’t Facebook-stalk people. I don’t have all the applications
installed, the games and so on.”

The second issue—the emotional or psychological implications
of on-line interaction—is more difficult to analyze. Psychology
professor Melissa Fortner ’96 says her concern about the on-
line social world is “measured,” but real. (She’s one of the millions
of adults who have Facebook accounts. More than half of
Facebook users are outside of college, and the over-30 age group
is the fastest growing demographic, says Facebook.)

“Human beings evolved as social creatures in a particular
context, that is, face-to-face,” Fortner said. “A lot of our needs
and our development are wrapped up in face-to-face
communication that is largely non-verbal. One of my concerns
is the extent to which students may be losing out on something
they’re wired to need.”

Identity development and the adoption of a persona are very
real issues for college students, said Fortner, and the on-line
social world brings a new slant to that developmental process.

         
         

         

way, way out, so you might get more outlandish in what you’re
portraying, a bit further away from who you really are. For some,
the virtual world can become entirely separate from their face-
to-face world.”

Associate dean of students Michael Covert ’91 noted that,
because Facebook has become so omnipresent among students,
the University uses its summer registration sessions, orientation
week, and University 1111 classes to remind incoming first-year
students of some of the implications of what they post on their

profiles.
“We tell them that, as new college

students, they are starting fresh with a
new group of people, and that they
should give some thought as to how they
want others to perceive them,” Covert
said. “Others will often make judgments
about you based on photos you may post,

which could be misunderstood or taken out of context. Are you
presenting an image on-line that is the same image you would
want to portray in a face-to-face meeting?”

The sampling of students for this article reveals an awareness
of the potential drawbacks to Facebooking, along with a reassuring
attitude of dealing with them in a thoughtful way.

“I’ve always been extremely social, so Facebook never fulfills
my need to see people and interact with them personally,” Milburn
said.

“I don’t want to be in front of a device
all the time, tapping away every minute,
giving people constant updates about
myself,” McNary added.

“I think in some ways, having a Face-
book account increases the amount of
face time that you spend with people,”
Napper said. “For instance, you might

write to someone you wouldn’t be comfortable to go up to out
of nowhere, and if you establish a relationship on Facebook,
you’re more likely to talk to them when you see them in between
classes.”

The off-line past

Having heard about the decidedly non-technological world
of student life in the past, Brumfield wistfully imagines being
“unplugged” from the on-line social community so prevalent
now on college campuses.

“I would like to have gone to college without Facebook and
cell phones, just to see what it would be like, because I feel they
take a lot of interpersonal action away,” he said. “I can’t imagine
not having a cell phone and being constantly in contact, but are
our lives really any better because of that?”

Given the ubiquitousness of on-line social networking, it
doesn’t appear likely that Brumfield will get his wish anytime
soon. As technological things seem to go, once they’re here,

        
           

     

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Melissa Fortner ’96, professor of psychology
“You have the opportunity on Facebook to discuss interests you may not feel free
to express in your face-to-face world. ‘I really like my English class,’ for instance.
Students are not always talking about parties, they’re talking about life.”

__________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Jacob Brumfield ’10
“When someone is spending too much time on Facebook and gives it up for
Lent, it causes a hubbub. ‘Oh, my gosh, they left Facebook! Why did they do
that?’ And this happens every Ash Wednesday.”

__________________________________________________________________________

, Cont’d.
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In addition to students who use Facebook in their social lives,
some Transylvania staff and faculty members, along with the

University itself, make use of the networking site for various
administrative and academic purposes.

Transylvania recently launched an official Facebook page, a
public profile that enables the University to share news about
Transy with Facebook users worldwide. (Joining is instantaneous:
users simply enter “Transylvania University” into the search
function on their home page, then click on “Become a fan.”)

“When our ‘fans’ interact with our Facebook page, stories
linking to our page go to their Facebook ‘friends’ as a News
Feed,” said Sarah Emmons, director of public relations. “As those
friends interact with Transy’s page, News Feed
keeps driving word-of-mouth to a wider circle of
friends. There are thousands of Facebook users
affiliated with Transylvania, so our page is a very
powerful communications platform to increase
awareness of the University.”

Emmons said the University plans to add appli-
cations, such as discussion groups and video, to
make the page more interactive and dynamic.

Here are some examples of staff and faculty members
making use of Facebook:

As assistant director of career development, Michael Cronk
uses Facebook to keep students up-to-date on events like the
Student-Alumni Networking Fair and the services his office
makes available to them.

“When we have an event coming up, I will send an invitation
to the students who are part of a Facebook group I set up for
career development,” Cronk said. “I always encourage them to
send the invitation on to their other Facebook friends.”

Cronk was motivated to set up the career development group
after students who had friended him began asking questions
about career issues through the Facebook site.

An offshoot of his work occurred when a student he was
working with who had an interest in the music business contacted
a Web magazine editor through the editor’s Facebook account.

“After the editor accepted this student’s friend
request, the student wrote back, and now has an
opportunity to interview for an internship in New
York City, purely through using Facebook as a
mechanism to make a connection,” Cronk said.

Diane Fout, director of student activities and
campus center, finds Facebook a convenient com-
munication tool for letting students know about events like Dance
of the Decades, Campus Center Open Mic Night, and Transy
Night Out at Gattitown.

“Facebook lets us do things like name the performers for
Open Mic Night, post their photos, and tell what each performer
will be doing,” Fout said.

Like other administrators, Fout doesn’t rely totally on
Facebook for these purposes—she also uses the University’s on-

        
     

            

“And I feel that students who are on Facebook are usually really
into Facebook, so I have a good connection there.”

Karen Anderson, coordinator of community service and
civic engagement, uses Facebook to help keep students informed
and organized about the myriad of volunteer and civic activities
available to them, including ones they are helping to plan.

“The schedule gets so busy sometimes in terms of what’s
going on, and I find that Facebook is a good connection because
students tend to use it more than their e-mail,” Anderson said.

Anderson recently put together a Facebook page for alumni
and current students who have taken part in Jump Start and
Alternative Spring Break.

“It gives alumni a place to reminisce about their experiences,
and lets current students interact with them. We also plan on
using it to discuss a possible celebration of our 5,000th hour of
service to the National Park Service through Jump Start.”

In the classroom, art professor Kurt Gohde and English
professor Kremena Todorova maintain a Facebook group for
their course Community Engagement Through the Arts. The
class focuses on creating a relationship between the Transylvania
community and the North Limestone neighborhood.

“This class is not about working toward a grade,” Todorova
said. “This is about community and dialogue.” Class meetings
often include visits from community members, and those visitors,
as well as anyone who is interested, can join the group and read
the class minutes, which are posted each week.

Class participants also post their “This I Believe” essays to
the group. “We’d love to see other members of the group, our
friends, post essays as well,” Todorova said.

Director of alumni programs Natasa Pajic ’96 and assistant
director Tracy Dunn ’90 administer a Facebook group for the
Transylvania Alumni Association. The site uses a Facebook protocol
that ensures only alumni of the University are members of the
group. (Some Facebook groups are open to virtually anyone.)

Pajic was already a Facebook user when she established the
alumni group in November 2008; it now has over 600 members.
The immediacy of posting to the site has enhanced the

         
          

    

Staff, faculty, and University go Facebooking

__________________________________________________________________________________

Michael Cronk, assistant director of career development
“Students don’t view Facebook strictly as a just-for-fun site—it’s a way
of life for them. It includes personal, social, and academic or institutional
life. It’s really all encompassing.”

________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Natasa Pajic ’96, director of alumni programs
“Because of Facebook, we can do things like wish our alums happy 
birthday. We never would have had time for that before.”
________________________________________________________________
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In late February, young people from across the country gathered
in Washington, D.C., to deliver a message of climate action

to our elected officials during Power Shift 2009. In Kentucky,
Transylvania students have taken the lead in these sustainability
efforts. Of the 80 students from the state traveling to the youth
summit, 48 were from Transylvania. (See sidebar.)

Sophomore Amanda Holt became involved in Transy’s sus-
tainability mission through the student environmental group,
Transylvania Environmental Rights and Responsibilities Alliance
(TERRA), after attending Power Shift 2007. 

“It inspired me to transform my passion for environmental
issues into direct action to raise awareness about sustainability
issues in general, but specifically those related to college
campuses,” she said. “College campuses are very conspicuous
resource hogs—we consume a lot, but there are numerous ways
to quell or at least ease this problem. Sustainability needs to
become an expectation on Transylvania’s campus, not just an
option.”

Transylvania is dedicated to creating this
expectation about sustainability, which President
Charles L. Shearer describes as meeting the needs
of the present, while not compromising future
generations’ ability to meet their own needs.

During his state of the University address last
fall, Shearer highlighted the Crimson Goes Green
initiative at Transylvania, a formal plan for a greener
campus that includes changes in the way the
University uses paper, monitors energy
efficiency, recycles waste, and views trans-
portation.

The initiative began to take shape when
Shearer signed the American College and
University Presidents Climate Commitment
in 2007. This national voluntary commitment
states that colleges and universities must exercise
leadership in their communities and throughout society
by modeling ways to minimize global warming emissions,
and by providing the knowledge and the educated graduates

   
       

         

of the Campus Sustainability Committee. “It provided the
initiative for us to do some things that we may have thought
about before, but now we’re taking action.”

The steps outlined in the commitment include developing a
comprehensive plan to move toward climate neutrality, and
inititiating two or more tangible actions to reduce greenhouse
gases while the overall plan is being written.

In response, the Sustainability Advisory Committee was
formed to assist efforts already in place and make
recommendations for future directions, and out of that committee
came the Sustainability Committee, which includes faculty, staff,
and students.

“It’s been interesting to see how the administration and the
student organizations have come together to push for this,”
Holt said. “The administration handles things like energy audits,
green building renovation—the big stuff—and the student organ-
izations work to educate the student body, help instill more envi-
ronmentally healthy habits, and hold the administration
accountable for its commitment to sustainability.”

Assistant Director of Career Development Michael Cronk,
who serves on the subcommittee on educating ourselves, agrees
that the campus must work together to solve the problems at
hand. 

“Everyone realizes some things we can do as individuals, like
turning off the lights in the rest room when we leave,” he said,
“but that alone isn’t going to solve the problem. We need to be
thinking bigger, and our students are great examples of that hap-
pening.”

Colleges can lead the way

One such student, senior Callie Clark, TERRA coordinator,
said that U. S. colleges and universities are in a unique position
to be a model for the rest of our society. One way Transylvania
is stepping up to that challenge is through improved recycling
on campus. This is one of the many goals that the University is
working on to meet the obligations under the Commitment,

and as a result, recycling containers have been placed
in every residence hall room.

“Putting out the recycling bins
was Transy’s way of saying this is
something you should be doing,

not something you can do if
you want to,” said Holt. “It
was a step in setting up that

expectation for sustainability.”
This spring, the campus is tak-

ing part in the nationwide cam-
paign Recyclemania, a friendly
competition that asks partici-

pating colleges and universities
to promote waste reduction and

activities and report recycling data
for a 10-week period. Transy’s per capita recycling

amount will then be compared with national results.
Director of Residence Life Bob Brown, who chairs

the subcommittee on waste management, sees Recyclemania
as a benchmarking tool. 

“W ’  t bli hi   b li  d ti i ti  i
          

     
        

CRIMSON goesGREEN
Transylvania implements 

strategies for sustainability

BY LORI-LYN HURLEY

goes
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friendly photocopy paper, letterhead, and envelopes. This recycled
paper costs a little bit more than the paper previously used, but
by using less paper, the University hopes to save the difference
or more.

“University offices are working to eliminate or reduce the
number of printed reports and statements they produce,” Shearer
said. “For example, the Campus Center is moving toward a
paperless office by offering on-line options for forms, scheduling,
and equipment checkout.”

“We’re making good progress,” Brown said. “We just need
to engrain it into the culture more and, as some other schools
say, penetrate the halls and classrooms. I want it to be that on
campus, when you see a trash can, you see a recycling container.
They should be in tandem.”

“While our recycling program is beginning to flourish, this
is simply not enough to accomplish our goal. I look forward to
seeing long-term changes on our campus,” Clark said.

Some of those long-term changes are already underway.
Energy management systems are being installed in campus
buildings, and as lighting and equipment is replaced, the
University is looking for more efficient options.

The grounds department uses fertilizer and pest control
products that don’t pollute ground water, and a transition is
underway to use only cleaning products that meet the Green
Seal standard, a certification that ensures a product has been
tested according to science-based procedures and found to be
environmentally responsible.

There’s also a Web site in the works, available to those on
and off campus, explaining the University’s commitment to
sustainable practices and outlining the steps it’s taking. The site
will include a link to LexTran, so that students and employees
can easily check schedules and consider riding the bus instead
of driving to work or to various places in town for shopping and
entertainment. 

The University also has four bicycles available for check-out
by students, faculty, and staff, providing a solution for running
short errands that not only saves fuel but also provides the
opportunity for physical exercise. 

“The Web site will be a huge educational tool for campus,”
Vetter said, “and good for incoming students who want to come
to a place that’s sensitive to these issues.”

Making the commitment

Committing to sustainability means having to make sacrifices,
and the overall goal set for this year is simply to get more people
aware and understanding of the process.

“The idea of being more sustainable is something that should
be part of our ongoing learning on campus.” Vetter said, and it
is, in more ways than one. In addition to the implementation of
these measures, students at Transylvania have the option of a
minor in environmental studies, where they can deepen their
understanding of the natural environment.

Cronk pointed out that change won’t happen overnight, but
major University decisions are now being made with sustainability
in mind, evidenced in the newest buildings on campus. Thomson
Residence Hall and the Glenn Building both have geothermal
heating and air conditioning, and the newly renovated areas of
B  S i  C t  h  l  b  tfitt d ith ti

  
         

         

assistant, he walks prospective students and families through
geothermally powered buildings and points out recycling bins. 

He feels that the efforts of the president’s sustainability
committee, as well as student organizations like Student
Government Association and TERRA, have begun to change
the daily routine on campus. 

“Overall, I have seen a movement and awareness growing on
campus among students as well as the administration,” he said,
and he and other students are confident that Transy is moving
in the right direction. 

“I think Transylvania will continue to improve its standing
as a green school,” he said. “We have a long way to go to
becoming carbon neutral, but we have shown our resolve and
determination to change the way we do things as a university.”

“There’s still a lot that needs to change,” Holt said, “but we
have certainly made steps and continue to show our commitment
to making smarter consumer decisions and lessening our impact
on the environment.  I’m proud of our accomplishments so far.”

For certain, those accomplishments and the ones yet to come
are the result of the campus working together. 

“E b d    l   i t t l  i  
        

         

Transylvania students visit nation’s
capital for Power Shift 2009

Forty-eight Transylvania students joined more than 10,000
other student leaders from around the country in Washington,
D.C., in late February for Power Shift 2009, a massive lobbying
effort aimed at convincing the President and Congress to pass
a bold climate and energy policy that prioritizes renewable
energy, green job creation, and an aggressive cap on carbon
emissions.

Among the Transy delegation was senior Marcie Smith, who
was a keynote speaker at the event, testified before the House
Select Committee for Energy Independence and Global Warm-
ing, and was interviewed on CNN. “The youth of America
have the chance to work with our leadership to build a new
green economy,” she said.

Forty-eight Transylvania students were among the 
80-student Kentucky delegation to Power Shift 2009.
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Kevin Reid ’83 was happily
ensconced in the Orofacial Pain
Center at the University of

Kentucky in 1996, working with one of
the leading clinicians in the field, when he
received a phone call from the Mayo Clinic
about a position they had available.

“At that point, I was convinced I was
the luckiest man alive, just to be working
at UK with Jeff Okeson, who was well
respected for his work,” Reid says. “The
phone call came on the very day my second
son, Liam, arrived. I told them thanks,
but my son was born just a few hours ago
and I’m very happy where I am.”

Fortunately for Reid, the Mayo Clinic
representative was persistent, saying he
would call back in a week when the excite-
ment about his new son had died down.
It was then that Reid flew to Rochester,
Minn., for a visit, and he hasn’t looked
back since.

“I was like a kid arriving at Disneyland,”
Reid says of his first encounter with the
world renowned facilities of the Mayo
Clinic.

Thirteen years later, Reid has just com-
pleted an eight-year tenure as chair of the
Department of Dental Specialties at Mayo,
where he continues to teach as an assistant
professor of dentistry in the College of
Medicine while also seeing patients. More-
over, he is now moving his career at Mayo
in a new direction as he pursues a master’s
degree in biomedical ethics and becomes
increasingly involved in ethical issues faced
by the medical profession.

E

TAKING A NEW DIRECTION in
his life is nothing new for Reid, who at
one point was contemplating a career in
professional baseball, though not as a
player. After beginning his higher
education at UK  he decided to change

    
       
   

“The focused attention, the com-
passionate and beneficent way that
professors approached their work at
Transylvania, the academic rigor, and
the social life—all of that balanced
quite well for me,” he says. “It helped
reinforce my decision that healthcare
was my true aspiration. Looking back,
coming to Transy might have been
the best decision I’ve ever made.”

After completing his pre-medical
sciences degree at Transy, Reid earned
his doctor of dental medicine degree
from UK in 1988. He chose dentistry
because of what he perceived as the
flexibility offered by that field.

“I appreciated what I saw to be the
professional autonomy of dentists,”
he says. “I have a lot of other interests
in my life, and I felt dentistry would
allow me to attend to those while
having a career in a healthcare clinical envi-
ronment where I wouldn’t have to spend
14 hours a day in hospital call.”

Even then, Reid’s goal was never to
become a traditional practicing dentist.
By the time he had completed a master’s
degree in orofacial pain from the school
of dentistry at the University of Minnesota
in 1990, his medical focus of chronic
orofacial pain had become clear. This was
further augmented by the three years he
next spent as a national research service
award fellow at the National Institutes of
Health, where he worked at the National
Institute of Dental and Craniofacial
Research in Bethesda, Md.

“I was in the neurobiology and anes-
thesiology branch, where my work was in
chronic pain research,” Reid says. “I was
surrounded by some of the world’s greatest
thinkers and researchers in the study of
pain, and I still use what I learned there
almost daily ”

       
       
      

while serving as a teacher, researcher, and
clinician. 

Chronic facial pain disorders, Reid says,
involve a multi-faceted and complex set
of causes and conditions, some of which
are psycho-physiologic in nature. The field
is an ideal fit for Reid because of his
graduate work in clinical psychology.

“I had strong interests in psychology
and also medicine, and the treatment of
temporomandibular joint disorders and
chronic orofacial pain conditions brought
those interests together very nicely,” he
says. “My sense over the years—and I think
this is borne out in the literature—is that
psychological issues do not cause pain, but
chronic pain always causes psychological
issues. People who suffer with enigmatic,
relentless pain can count on developing
some degree of emotional duress,
particularly if it’s a puzzling disorder for
which there is no robust treatment.”

Although Reid is not always able to
      

      

BY WILLIAM A. BOWDEN

ANSWERING THE CALL

“Seeing patients is very challenging, but

tremendously rewarding. I see patients

from all over the country, and at times

from around the world. When I’m able to

make a real difference in the quality of

their lives, the rewards are indescribable.”

Recruited by the Mayo Clinic in 1996, Kevin Reid ’83 is now
expanding his career focus to include biomedical ethics
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“Seeing patients is very challenging,
but tremendously rewarding,” he says. “I
see patients from all over the country, and
at times from around the world. When
I’m able to make a real difference in the
quality of their lives, the rewards are inde-
scribable.”

E

RECENTLY, IN THE BEST
tradition of a liberally educated person for
whom lifelong learning is a core value, and
spurred by his interest in philosophy, Reid
decided to rearm himself with more class-
room education and a new focus in his
professional life centering on the great
ethical questions that confront doctors
and patients everywhere.

He is completing a master’s degree in
biomedical ethics from the University of
Wisconsin, through on-line classes and
on-site summer seminars, and has become
much more involved in Mayo’s initiatives
in ethical matters

     
      

    

also serves on the Ethics Consultation
Service and the Ethics Committee. For
the transplant board, he is organizing a
group of physicians, nurses, and social
workers to focus solely on this one ethical
issue.

“The wait times to have an organ
available can be very long, so U.S. citizens
will travel to a foreign country to have a
transplant,” Reid says. “It’s called
‘Transplant Tourism.’ We have concerns
that a donor may have been coerced, and
there are questions about whether
Medicare or Medicaid should pay for fol-
low-up treatment back in the states.”

Within the broader concerns of the
consultation service, Reid says the
difference of opinion that may arise over
continuing the life of a patient through
life-support equipment is one of the classic
situations that confront doctors and
families all the time.

“When the family of a patient in a per
    

     
       

that becomes a highly emotive and con-
troversial situation, one that our service
provides insight on,” Reid says.

E

AS IF TREATING PATIENTS,
teaching, and embarking on a new
direction in his career were not enough
on his plate, Reid has managed to keep up
other interests, especially cycling, running,
and the athletics adventures of his two
sons, Ian, 15, and Liam, 13. He rides about
150 miles a week, and has recently added
mountain biking to his regimen. Ian plays
on basketball and baseball teams that both
travel nationally, and Liam is active in Min-
nesota athletics.

“I’m constantly riding around with my
sons to athletics events, so I carry my com-
puter and books to a variety of cheap hotels
all over the country,” he quips. “I used to
play the congas and other Latin percussion
instruments in a large dance band in this
region, but I dropped out of that when
my boys got so busy with sports. I loved
that, and hope to get back playing with
the band again.”

When he has time to think about his
career at Mayo Clinic, Reid counts his
blessings for the opportunity to work at a
world-renowned facility that serves both
ordinary patients along with the famous
and rich from around the world. It’s an
added bonus that his wife, Misty
Hathaway, a native of St. Paul, Minn., also
works at the clinic, as director of market-
ing.

Reid was honored by the clinic with its
Teacher of the Year Award in 1998 and
its Excellence Through Teamwork Award
in 2008 as a member of the Ethics Con-
sultation Service.

“I have to pinch myself to this day when
I realize my good fortune,” Reid says.
“The Mayo Clinic is a wonderfully positive,
dedicated, and compassionate
environment. Our core value, that the
needs of our patients come first, is a
dedicated philosophy that every one of us
is committed to. I feel it every day.”

After all these years, Reid still sees his
Transylvania beginning as the experience
that made everything else possible.

“When I came to Transy, I was like the
kid in the water who’s learning to swim,
whose parent has her arms underneath
him, supporting him while he learns the
strokes. Little by little, she removes her
arms  and before you know it  the kid’s
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AlumniNEWS & NOTES

Transylvania would like to 
publish your photos of
alumni events and personal
milestones. For consideration,
please send photos to
Transylvania Magazine,
Transylvania University, 
300 North Broadway, 
Lexington, KY 40508-1797.

! Can you pick out the coach?
Al Templeton ’61 is surrounded by members of the classes of 1961 and 1962 in a photo from our archives labeled “Powder Puff
Football 1961.” We’re not sure if this was an intramural team or not; perhaps some Transylvania magazine readers can fill us in. The
1961 Crimson pictures a Women’s Athletic Association and a women’s intramural basketball game, but no information on football.
The reestablishment of women’s intercollegiate athletics at Transy was still a decade away. Front row, from left, Jane Smith Frye ’61,
Bettie Lou Duff Evans ’62, Al Templeton ’61, Brenda McKnight Jones ’61, Sarah Wiley Stephens ’62, Patsy Alexander Nielsen ’61; back,
Brents Giltner Oliphant ’61, Evolyn Mains Allen ’61, Joy Stinnett Waldrop ’62, Connie Watson Caudill ’62, Betty Tuggle Housley ’61, Jo
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’40Nena Hale Hash, Galax, Va., and her 
husband, Kelly, celebrated their 66th

wedding anniversary on March 21, 2008.
Their health is good, and they are busy with
church, civic, fraternal, and family activities.

’44Evelyn Weber Cartmill, Versailles, Ky., 
chaired the year-long 225th

celebration of a worshipping congregation
where South Elkhorn Christian Church now
stands.  From 1783-1830, it was a Baptist
congregation.

’50Wally C. Rose, Lexington, and his 
wife, Susie, celebrated their 62nd

wedding anniversary on August 2, 2008.

’52Emma Nisbet Gould, Chambersburg, 
Pa., lost her husband, Glen, who died

on March 22, 2008. They had been married
50 years.

’56Leonard “Ricky” Rykaczewski lives in 
Vero Beach, Fla., where he enjoys his

retirement. He is the conductor of his church
choir at St. Luke’s in Barefoot Bay and spends
the summer with his grandchildren in New
Jersey.

Charles O. Shaffer, Sykesville, Md., was
inducted into the Maryland Senior Citizens
Hall of Fame in October. The organization
publicly recognizes and honors individual
senior citizens who have performed
outstanding service in their communities.

’57Jane McNaron, Columbia, Tenn., was 
named Maury County Middle School

Teacher of the Year for 2008. She has been
teaching at Culleoka Unit School for 47
years.

’61William M. Arvin, Nicholasville, Ky., 
was recognized by Transylvania as a

2008 Outstanding Community Honoree at
the National Philanthropy Day awards
luncheon in November.

’62Bettie Lou Duff Evans, Lexington, 
former University of Kentucky head

golf coach and current director of golf oper-
ations, was inducted into the Kentucky Golf
Hall of Fame in November.

’64Nancy Jo Kemper, Lexington, received
an award of excellence from the

National Council of Churches in November
for her 18 years of service to the Kentucky
Council of Churches.  Nancy Jo plans to
retire as the council’s executive director in
June, but will continue to serve as pastor of
New Union Christian Church in Woodford
County, Ky.

     
       

       
       

vocalist. Included
among the
musicians are a
drummer who has
played with Joe
Cocker and
guitarists who have
played for Dave
Matthews. His first CD, Once Upon a Time,
was released in 2003 and was included on a
short list in that year’s Grammy Awards
guide. Charlie is director, regional
development, in the Vanderbilt University
development office. For information on his
music and these CDs, visit www.charlietay-
lormusic.com.

’66C. Glenmore Hughes, Nicholasville, 
Ky., received the Media Award in

October from Kentucky Governor Steve
Beshear honoring his outstanding
commitment to bringing the arts to the
attention of the public. Charlie is the owner
of Wind Publications and the editor and
publisher of The Kentucky Literary Newslet-
ter.

’67William G. Hiles Jr. has retired from 
journalism and lives in Lexington.

’68William C. Prewitt, Charleston, S.C., 
is owner of a thriving financial

planning practice that coaches clients through
the current financial crisis.  His company’s
Web site is www.charlestonfinancial.net.

’69Patty Morgenthal Breeze, Versailles, 
Ky., competed in the Women’s

United States Tennis Association tournament
in May 2008. Her team won the state title
for its division and went on to compete in
th  S th  S ti l titi  i

 

      
         

Still teaching 
after all these years
The melodies and lyrics of British

and American folk ballads always fas-
cinated Stanley B. McWhorter ’54
during a full-time teaching career
that began in the 1950s and ended
in 1995 when he retired from the
faculty of the University of Dayton.

McWhorter used his extensive
knowledge of folklore to inform his
English classes as he drew parallels
between authentic folk ballads and
English romanticism as seen in the
poetry of William Wordsworth and
others.

Now living in Dayton, McWhorter
continues to give lecture-concerts
that draw upon his skill on seven
instruments, including a dulcimer he
made himself.

“I still receive a number of
requests from churches and schools
for my concerts,” McWhorter says. “I
am retired from full-time work, but
that will never mean that I sit down
in a rocking chair and count the
days.”

Holding a Ph.D. in English from
the University of Kentucky, McWhort-
er taught at Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity, Morehead State University, West
Virginia Wesleyan University, the Uni-
versity of South Carolina, and Xavier
University, in addition to Dayton.

McWhorter still teaches on a vol-
untary basis for Dayton, giving on-
line English courses for students who
are primarily auditing the material,
and keeps himself physically fit
through membership in a health spa.

McWhorter’s career and travels
included exchange teaching assign-
ments at Heidelberg University, Ger-
many, and the Université de Lyon,
France. As a leading scholar and
researcher on folklore, he served as

   
    

! ’66 Samuel W. Bourne, Erie, Pa., direc-
tor of pastoral services and chaplain
of Hamot Medical Center, seen here
with fellow honoree, Mary M.
Mascaro, was honored for his 31
years of service on April 30, 2008, at
an employee recognition dinner.

SprPages09A_9x_TransSummer04a  4/20/17  2:33 PM  Page 23



When Karen Gill ’90 was in high
school, she wrote a program in Pascal
computer programming language to
solve projectile motion problems, just
for the fun of it. These days, her work
centers on imparting that natural pas-
sion for physics to her students. A sci-
ence teacher at Henry Clay High
School in Lexington, she was named
Kentucky’s Teacher of the Year for
2009 and will represent Kentucky in
the 2009 National Teacher of the Year
competition.

Gill, who has been teaching for 18
years, was a runner-up for the Teacher
of the Year honor last year. She said
that she was surprised by the win this
year, given that she works with so
many outstanding people.

“Kentucky has been on the forefront
of education for many years,” she said. “We have great ideas and
great programs. I hope I can do this award justice.”

Though she said she would most likely turn down a semester off,
Gill will receive $10,000 and embark on a year of activities that
include making speeches and representing Kentucky teachers on a
national level. 

Her message is one that emphasizes the importance of education
in a changing world. Gill contends that modern society is so com-
plex, people of the twenty-first century must master numerous
diverse and complex fields that were once the domain of an elite
few. 

“The pace of innovation continues to accelerate,” she said.
“What once was new and cutting-edge becomes the foundation of
entirely new fields, and the once state-of-the-art becomes basic
requirement.”

Gill believes that in order for the United States of the future to
have a strong economy and well-functioning society, today’s stu-
dents need to develop a capacity to deal with this increasingly com-
plex world.

“Their education must help them learn how to learn, how to
problem-solve,” she said. “Education, if it has the support and
belief of the community it serves, and strong and talented teachers,
can create a better future for each individual student and for society
as a whole.”

Gill, who says her main objective as a teacher is to help her stu-
dents learn to make good decisions, also hopes that in her role as
Kentucky’s Teacher of the Year, she will provide encouragement to
other teachers. 

“There is no perfect way of teaching,” she said. “Every teacher,
no matter who they are or what they teach, struggles with trying to
reach every student. Teaching is a demanding job, and there are
many ways to do it well. I want to tell teachers, ‘Don’t get discour-
aged. Keep trying, keep learning, and keep doing what you think is
best.’”

Gill id th t  t h  h  t  d l   t hi  t l  th t
            

         
           

impossible angle. She’s the first one in
the classroom to jump on a spinning
platform and demonstrate centrifugal
force, and she changes song lyrics and
uses movie scenes to get her message
across.

Gill’s classes are fun, but not at the
expense of learning. “I try to make my
class not just hands-on but minds-on,”
she said. “In my classes, the students
are respected, valued, supported, and
busy.”

Gill said she frequently asks ques-
tions like, “Why did you…?,” “How
do you know…?,” and “What evi-
dence do you have…?” If they strug-
gle, she helps lead her students with

these guiding questions.
“I assess what they know and what

they need to learn, but I try not to sim-
ply give them the answer,” she said. “I have found that if my stu-
dents are developing skills and using them to do real things, then
they are engaged, and they enjoy what they are doing.”

Gill earned her master’s degree in education from the University
of Kentucky and Rank 1 certification from Georgetown College. She
has honed her craft by attending national workshops on research-
based teachings methods, like The Physics Modeling Workshop
based on David Hestenes’ research out of Arizona State University.

“I spent eight weeks in Washington, D.C., learning about the
Modeling Method,” she said, “and what I learned greatly improved
my teaching. I have also been fortunate to be around some great
teachers—not the least of which is my very own husband.”

Her husband, Scot Gill ’91, teaches physics at Tates Creek High
School, and both Gills have previously won the Presidential Award
for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. Both have also
had students who won a national math and physics challenge spon-
sored by Insight Communications and ESPN.

Gill and her husband regularly discuss physics education. “It is
wonderful having a spouse who understands what you are dealing
with in your job,” she said. “Many physics teachers don’t have any-
one to talk to about what they are trying to do with their classes. I
have someone awesome to talk to every day.”

The Gills both graduated from Transylvania with double majors in
mathematics and physics. They met, in fact, in an Introduction to
Computer Science class taught by former math and computer sci-
ence professor James E. Miller.

“We are really a perfect match for each other,” she said. “I am
certain no one else could understand us half as well as we under-
stand each other.”

A presenter at Modeling Instruction Program workshops, a mem-
ber of North Central Physics Alliance, and the American Association
of Physics Teachers, Gill’s other honors include an Engaging Kids to
Learn grant, the Ashland Teacher Achievement Award, and two
Fayette County Merit of Excellence Awards.

“I  dditi  t  f i l d l t   t hi  th d
       
          

  

KAREN GILL ’90
Passion for physics brings Teacher of the Year Award

! Karen Gill ’90 works with one of her students at
Henry Clay High School.
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Force and semi-retired from his second career
in physical therapy. He lives on the
Chesapeake Bay and invites classmates to
stop by for a boat ride.

Cynthia Campbell Nairn, Chagrin Falls, Ohio,
retired in 2007 after almost 38 years of
teaching. She’s busy with gardening, volun-
teering, and painting classes and was recently
appointed to a community development
board by the mayor of South Russell Village,
Ohio.

’71Debby Holland Diaz marked her third 
anniversary as a resident of New York

City on Thanksgiving Day. She teaches
English as a second language in midtown
Manhattan.

Ann L. Updegraff Spleth, Indianapolis, rep-
resented Transylvania on October 10 at the
DePauw University presidential inaugura-
tion.

Joe Zaluski, Lexington, an
attorney in the law firm of Wyatt,
Tarrant & Combs, was honored
at the 29th Annual Institute with
the John L. McClaugherty Award

for distinguished service to the legal
profession, the natural resources industry,
and the Energy and Mineral Law
Foundation. 

’72Janet Douglas Bloom, Louisville, and 
her husband plan to take their whole

family to Siesta Key in Sarasota, Fla., this
year. Their business took them to several
locations around the country in the fall, and
they traveled to San Diego in December.

’74Andrew J. Oppel, Alameda, Calif., is 
completing his fourth book, titled

Databases, a Beginner’s Guide, which will be
published by Osborne McGraw-Hill in June.

’75David P. Marthey, Jonesboro, Ark., 
is an agricultural land surveyor. His

business, Big Dave’s Custom Surveying &
Design, is celebrating its 11th year serving
the agri-business community, mainly in
Arkansas, Missouri, and Tennessee.

’76Teresa A. Isaac, former Lexington 
mayor, received the first Lexington

Athena award on November 2. The award
honors individuals for furthering the cause
of women and civic involvement. Teresa and
other local winners worldwide will be rec-
ognized in March 2009 at the annual Inter-
national Athena Leadership Conference in
Chicago.

’77Alyce Sterling Emerson, Lexington, 
    

      
       

      

University of Kentucky Col-
lege of Education middle
school department, and 10
at the high school level. She
plans to complete her doc-
toral dissertation in educa-
tional leadership as well as
work part-time in her

church’s educational program. She and her
husband, Wendell, plan to travel and spend
more time with family. 

Eileen M. O’Brien, Lexington, was recognized
by Chrysalis House as a 2008 Outstanding
Community Honoree at the National Phi-
lanthropy Day awards luncheon in Novem-
ber.

’78C. David Morrison, Bridgeport, W.Va., 
was appointed to the board of

directors for Consulting LLC, a professional
service firm specializing in organization devel-
opment and management, and a subsidiary
of the international law firm of Steptoe &
Johnson. He was also elected vice president
and president-elect of the Energy and Mineral
Law Foundation Board of Trustees, after
serving three years on the executive
committee and as secretary, and program
chairman for the 2007 Annual Institute in
Charleston, S.C.

’81Julie Duncan, Lexington, (above) 
coached the Cardinal Hill

Rehabilitation Hospital’s men’s wheelchair
basketball team, known as Hill on Wheels,
to the National Wheelchair Basketball Asso-
ciation’s 2008 Division III national cham-
pionship, held at Ohio State University. Julie
was director of spinal cord injury recreation
and athletics at Cardinal Hill. (Julie passed
away February 24. An obituary will appear
in the summer issue.)

’82Mark D. Goss, Lexington, joined the 
law firm of Frost Brown Todd in Lex-

ington and will practice corporate and admin-
 l

      
      

     

quarterly recognition ceremony. John, a
nuclear medicine supervisor, received the
Supervisor of the Quarter Award.

Amy L. Thompson, Boulder, Colo., was hired
as director of sales and mar-
keting for K2 Audio, LLC,
a consulting company in
audio, video, and acoustics. 

’86 Catherine
Bullard Morgret has

moved 
to Lebanon Junction, Ky., where her

husband, Brian, is the new minister of the
First Christian Church. Cathy is busy caring
for their four children, home-schooling three
of them, and assisting Brian in his ministry.

Mary Beth McGlothlin Rouse,
Midway, Ky., was named
Kentucky’s 2008
Outstanding Biology
Teacher by the National
Association of Biology
Teachers. 

’89Kimberly K. Justus moved to New 
York City in October and is director

of guest services for the New York Racing
Association, which manages Aqueduct,
Belmont Park, and Saratoga Race Course.

H. Lee Peltan, Bay Village, Ohio, is an oph-
thalmologist in private practice and recently
opened a new office in Lorain, Ohio.

Angela K. Woodward, Owensboro, Ky., rep-
resented Transylvania on September 26 at
the presidential inauguration at Kentucky
Wesleyan College.

’92J. Trevor Martin, Chicago, continues 
to work with the School of the Art

Institute of Chicago. His collaboratively pro-
duced film A Heretic’s Primer was featured
in dance and cinema festivals in Iowa,
Chicago, North Carolina, and Great Britain.
It is distributed by the Video Data Bank.

’94Carmen Hall Caldera-Brzoska, Plano, 
Ill., is enjoying her new job with the

Fox Valley YMCA arts department. She
directed their Christmas show and is working
with private voice and drama students.

Stephen P. Mann, Dry Ridge, Ky., is a partner
in the Cincinnati CPA firm of Ossege Combs
& Mann.

Jennifer Steele-Lantis, Indi-
anapolis, associate minister
at the Southport Christian
Church, was selected to par-
i i  i  h  W b h
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invites them to participate in a two-year
program of leadership development and
pastoral reflection.

’95Shane W. Rau and his wife, Melinda, 
along with their two cats, moved to

Chapel Hill, N.C. Shane is a clinical assistant
professor in the psychiatry department of
The University of North Carolina-Chapel
Hill, primarily focused as an attending psy-
chiatrist working with the severely and per-
sistently mentally ill.  He’s also responsible
for the administration of a clinical research
unit and teaches psychiatry residents and
medical students.

Jeanne Henzel Swartz,
Oakland, Calif.,
exhibited her work at the
San Francisco Museum
of Modern Art during
the “Art of
Participation” show in
December.  The work,
titled
“Translucence/Relief,” was part of a larger
conceptual piece titled “Public White Cube.” 

’96Kira Munson Campbell, Morehead, 
Ky., was a presenter at the Ceramics

Ireland International Festival in September.
Her work was featured in an exhibition as
part of the festival, and she gave two lectures
in addition to her demonstrations. Kira is
currently a visiting assistant professor of art
at Morehead State University.

’99John W. Gragg, Lexington, was 
named general counsel/chief legal

officer of Urban Active, which
owns and operates 28 Urban
Active Health and Fitness
Clubs throughout Kentucky,
Ohio, and Tennessee. 

’00Anupa S. Arya moved
back to her

hometown of Hazard, Ky., to
accept a corporate leadership
position with Appalachian
Regional Healthcare. She is
the system coordinator of
public and community affairs for all nine
ARH hospitals, seven of which are located
in Kentucky and two in West Virginia. Anupa
is also the interim director of marketing for
the Williamson ARH Hospital.

’01R. Alexander Dickerson, Nashville, 
earned his doctor of jurisprudence at

Vanderbilt University in May 2008 and is a
law clerk for Judge J. Randall Wyatt Jr. in

   

     
        

The Green Lantern is lit once again
Harry Somerville ’92 used to daydream about what it would be like to own a bar.

Those daydreams became reality in November 2007 when he reopened the former Hide-
away on the corner of Third and Jefferson Streets in Lexington as the Green Lantern. The
name, of course, is a nod to the legendary Transy hangout that did business on the cor-
ner of Seventh Street and Elm Tree Lane for over 50 years under the watchful eye of Vir-
ginia Ayers Haycraft, affectionately known as “Mom” to her regulars. 

“I can’t re-create the old Green Lantern,” Somerville said. “That would be impossi-
ble. But this is a tribute.” 

Somerville, a native of Monterey, Ky., sees the new Green Lantern as a sort of shrine
to Mom Haycraft, an important influence in his life when he was a student at Transy.
The original Green Lantern was like a home away from home, a place where he
always felt safe and welcome.

Somerville also spent time at the Hideaway, both during college and after gradua-
tion, and in those later years he forged a friendship with the bar’s owner, Phillip Mudd.
When Mudd made a very attractive offer, Somerville couldn’t help but jump at the
chance to own the business.

A relaxed, neighborhood bar, the atmosphere of the Green Lantern is reminiscent of
the loose-feeling bars found in the Mississippi Delta area, where Somerville spent some
time. The place is decidedly unpretentious.

“It doesn’t matter if you’re on food stamps or own a hundred thoroughbreds,
everyone who walks through that door is treated the same,” Somerville said, quick to
point out that there are only three rules to live by at the Green Lantern: watch your
mouth, mind your manners, pay your tab.

Many argue that the original Green Lantern served the best cheeseburgers in town.
The new Green Lantern serves up chili and what Somerville claims is the best jukebox
in town. “I pit it against anyone’s,” he said. 

A year ago, Somerville refurbished the adjoining property as a music venue. “It was
a little store for a while, then sat empty for about 16 years,” he said. Now, it’s home
to a dance floor, sitting area, and stage for live music three nights a week. 

Transy students under the age of 21 need not attempt an evening at the Green
Lantern, but their parents are another story. “Students need to be studying, not com-
ing here,” Somerville said. “But I welcome Transy alums.” 

He’s especially interested in hearing from anyone who may have photos or memora-
bilia from the original Green Lantern to be displayed on his walls, or from those who
would simply like to share their memories. “We’ll take good care of anything that peo-
ple would like to send,” he said.

Somerville can be found at the bar four nights a week, but he hasn’t given up his
day job. He works in construction as a field manager, and said he’s lucky to have good
people working for him at the Green Lantern, overseeing business when he can’t be

            
           

! Green Lantern proprietor Harry Somerville ’92, center, is shown here with two of
the bar’s regular patrons, fellow Transy alums David Johnson ’92, left, and James
Nisbet ’92, right.
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For some students, study
abroad is an interesting and valu-
able endeavor, but ultimately an
interlude on their way to other
career and life destinations. With
Matt Bricken ’02, the experience
had a much more profound
impact, leading to career opportu-
nities and influencing his decision
on where to live.

Bricken’s semester in London,
which included an internship with
a Member of Parliament (MP),
confirmed his interest in British
politics and culture. His employ-
ment at the British Embassy in
Washington, D.C., several years
ago and his current residence in
London, where he works for a
market research company, are
outcomes directly related to his
study abroad experience.

“Study abroad was one of the
features of Transylvania that was
a big plus when I was looking at
different colleges,” Bricken says. “I also found it very easy to
arrange, with the great help you get from the Transy staff.”

Bricken completed the Transy/London Term at Regent’s College
during winter term of his junior year. One of Transy’s more popular
study abroad offerings, the program has American and international
students living on campus in beautiful Regent’s Park while taking a
variety of coursework and enjoying the cultural amenities of one of
the world’s leading cities.

Besides taking courses in English literature and contemporary
communications, Bricken landed an internship with an MP who was
running for reelection. He was asked to stay on an extra four weeks
to work on the MP’s eventually successful campaign.

“That was a very exciting and rewarding time,” Bricken says. “He
invited me to come down to his constituency in south London to live
and do the campaign with him. It was the biggest kind of confidence
builder because I knew my hard work was being appreciated.”

After receiving his B.A. degree from Transy in political science,
with a minor in communication, Bricken headed for Washington,
D.C., to earn a master’s degree in political management from
George Washington University. He spent the next two years taking
courses at night while working during the day, including a six-month
stint as coordinator of volunteers with the presidential primary cam-
paign of then-U.S. Representative Dick Gephardt (D-Mo.). 

In the early summer of 2004, Bricken received his M.A. from
George Washington on a Saturday and began work at the British
Embassy the following Monday. It was during the application and
interview process for the embassy position that his Transy study
abroad experience stood him in good stead.

          
            
           

           

difference. I was exactly what they
were looking for.”

Bricken spent two-and-a-half
years with the embassy, ending as
research and policy analyst. An
interesting part of his work was
researching bills in Congress, pro-
viding the information to interest-
ed ministers or MPs in London,
then arranging for them to travel
from the UK and meet with Amer-
ican senators or representatives
involved with the bill.

Bricken decided to return to
London because the embassy
work had no future for advance-
ment (open only to British Foreign
Service workers), and he was
yearning to get some more experi-
ence in the UK. He worked first at
Dod’s Parliamentary Communica-
tions, then joined YouGovStone in
August 2008, where he is a senior
research executive. The on-line
market research agency provides

tailor-made research to clients such as KPMG, Goldman Sachs, and
the U.S. Embassy in London.

“YouGovStone is a step up for me, and also focuses more on the
commercial side than the political research that I did at Dod’s,” Brick-
en says. “For instance, I did some work for a cellular phone compa-
ny on the business angles. At Dod’s, I would have looked into the
regulatory environment.”

Bricken lives in a flat (apartment) in Islington, a neighborhood in
the heart of London, and rides the tube (subway) to work and enter-
tainment destinations. He enjoys the opportunity to greet Transy stu-
dents coming to London for the same Regent’s College semester
Bricken enjoyed as a student.

“Kathy Simon (Transy’s director of study abroad and special pro-
grams) and I are in touch by e-mail as to who’s coming. I have them
over for dinner and a good chat. It’s tons of fun for me to see people
who are the age I was, coming to London and being excited about it
all. And it lets me stay in touch with what’s going on at Transy.”

With each passing year and new career opportunity, Bricken sees
the value of his Transylvania education, including courses with politi-
cal science professor Don Dugi and writing, rhetoric, and communi-
cation instructor Gary Deaton.

“Dr. Dugi felt I did well in my junior seminar class that included a
public research project, and that’s closely related to the work I’m
doing now. You also have to know how to communicate with peo-
ple, and Gary Deaton’s classes gave me many practical lessons that
have been immediately applicable to my life and career.”

Bricken plans to return to the states sometime in the next few
years and continue his career, possibly in the Washington, D.C., area.

          
        

       
   

MATT BRICKEN ’02
Capitalizing on study abroad in England
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! Matt Bricken, pictured with the River Thames and the Houses
of Parliament in the background, lives and works in London
as a researcher and analyst.
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The College of Optics and Photonics at the
University of Central Florida in Orlando and
joined Waltham’s Interactive
Supercomputing as an application engineer.
In July 2008, Andy completed the certificate
in quantitative finance program offered by
7city Learning based in London, England,
and in September, demonstrated Star-P (see
above)  at the High Performance on Wall
Street conference in New York City. 

’03Brandy Baldwin Jones, Lexington, 
received her master of social work

degree from the University of Kentucky in
May 2008, graduating summa cum laude
with a specialization in school social work.
She’s employed by the Fayette County Public
Schools as a social worker at Bryan Station
High School.

’04Helen E. Beaven, Morehead, Ky., was 
named instruction and outreach

librarian at Morehead State University’s
Camden-Carroll Library.

Janie M. Castle, Grundy, Va., graduated from
Morehead State University in 2006 with a
master of arts in teaching secondary biology
and English grades 8-12. Janie worked as a
middle school science teacher for two years
and as a high school biology and integrated
science teacher for one year. She’s in her
second year at Appalachian School of Law
and is an associate editor of the Appalachian
Journal of Law, an officer in the Energy and
Mineral Law Society, a peer tutor, and a
research assistant.

G. E. Ryan Gilbert graduated with a master
of divinity degree from the University of
Chicago Divinity School in June. On June
15, he was ordained by the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) at Woodland Christian
Church in Lexington. Ryan lives with his
wife, Greta Hicks Gilbert ’04, in Prestonsburg,
Ky., where he is the associate pastor for youth
at the First Presbyterian Church.

Joseph A. Meranda, Beaver Creek, Ohio,
i d hi  M D  f  W i ht St t

    
      

    

Bike ride raises thousands for charity
The charities World Vision and Save the Children have Sarah Mather ’08 to

thank for her cross-country bike ride that raised $6,000 for the organizations.  
Mather began her journey in Yorktown, Va., on August 16, and traveled through

Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Colorado, Utah, and Nevada before ending in San Francis-
co on September 20, four days sooner than her goal of a 40-day trip. Depending on
the terrain, Mather rode an average of 65-85 miles per day.

She began planning the trip in February, after writing a paper for a senior seminar
class led by religion professor Paul Jones. Reflecting on the book God’s Politics by
John Wallis, Mather said that Americans have the resources to help people, but not
the motivation. 

“I had become disillusioned,” she said.
After brainstorming with several of her professors and her pastor, Mather came

up with the idea of the bike trip as her way of making a contribution to those in
need. Rather than petition corporations for donations, she sent letters to individuals.

“I wanted the fundraising to be very community based,” she said. “People donat-
ed whatever they felt like they should donate.”

She rode by herself, but a support team followed in a car. “I would have been
nervous riding through the desert if I was completely alone,” she said, Nevada being
the hardest part of the trip. 

Reaching her destination was an overwhelming and surreal experience, Mather
said, and she was left with a renewed faith in the generosity of people.  

“This trip taught me that people do want to help. People took me in; I stayed
with families all along the way. It was a huge blessing and great surprise.”

Mather doesn’t have any plans for another cross-country trip. “I don’t think my
parents would let me do another bike trip like that one,” she said, but she does plan
to continue to raise money for charity. She’s not sure of the form her next project
will take, but is considering organizing a 3-on-3 basketball tournament in Elizabeth-
town, Ky.

A ti  f Eli b tht  M th  i   l t  h f  th  ’  b k t
              

           

! Sarah Mather ’08 is pictured on her
cross-country bike ride for charity.
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Medical Center before continuing his
residency training in diagnostic radiology at
the Cleveland Clinic.

’05Matthew A. Berry and his wife, Kay 
Kay Speer ’06, live in Lexington with

their two dogs, Dallas and Mazen. Matt is a
physical therapist and Kay Kay is working on
her doctor of physical therapy degree at the
University of Kentucky.

Christopher N. Carrington, Lexington, was
sworn in as a police officer with the Lexing-
ton-Fayette Urban County Division of Police
in August.

Misty K. Nall, Evansville, Ind., a third-year
law student at Northern Kentucky University,
Chase College of Law, has been elected exec-
utive editor of the Northern Kentucky Law
Review.

’06Kelsey M. Blankenship-Frazee, New
York City, represented Transylvania

University on October 23 at the Barnard
College presidential inaugu-
ration.

W. Michael Hughes, Louis-
ville, entered first-year studies
at the West Virginia School
of Osteopathic Medicine in

Lewisburg, W.Va. 

Anne E. Redmon, Louisville, received her
master of science in social work degree from
the University of Kentucky in May and is
social services director of Richmond Health
and Rehabilitation Center in Richmond, Ky.

’07 Eliza-
beth S.

Buford moved to
Seoul, 

South Korea,
in May 2008 to
pursue film acting
and to improve
her Korean lan-
guage skills. She

was cast as lead supporting actress for a major
feature film that will be released in Korean
theaters in early spring 2009, and is pictured
here in her role as a Russian criminal. After
filming and post production, she plans to
continue teaching English part-time for Wall
Street Institute and to audition for other film
roles.

MARRIAGES

      
  

Eric Michael Case ’94 and Lee Anne
Lamonica, June 6, 2008

Kelly Elizabeth Hoskins ’99 and Jaret Dean
Tyler, September 27, 2008

      
 

Asa Campbell McCracken ’03 and Amy Laura
Miller, June 7, 2008

Mary Beth Dennis ’03 and Brian Carson, Sep-
tember 27, 2008

Sara Beth Morton ’03 and Aaron Spencer,
September 6, 2008

Margaret Meredith Norment ’03 and Gregory
Paul Eberhart, October 11, 2008

Matthew Allen Berry ’05 and Erin “Kay Kay”
Speer ’06, August 2, 2008

Georgina Elizabeth Dunphy ’05 and Joe
Bradley Collins, October 18, 2008

William Arthur Freeman ’05 and Stephanie
Joan Williams, June
14, 2008

BIRTHS

Erin Brisbay McMahon ’88
and Kevin McMahon, a
daughter, Lily Jean
McMahon, October 21,
2008 

Stephanie Brown-Newton ’90 and Timothy
R. Newton ’90, a daughter, Julia Isabel
Newton, August 4, 2008 

Jane Baldridge Hesler ’92 and William Hesler,
a daughter, Hannah Elaine Hesler,
September 26, 2007

David C. Johnson ’92
and Susie Johnson, a
son, William Douglas

 
 

  

! Tom Borcher ’88 and Valerie Louis
were married in Cincinnati on
September 6, 2008. Among the atten-
dees were Jeff McNeil ’88 and Jill
Stratton ’91. 

! Alpha Omicron Pi sisters from the
class of 1996 gathered for the
October 18, 2008, Dalton, Ga., wed-
ding of Laura Priscilla Weathersby ’96
and Daryl Holbrook Smith. From left:
Carolyn Morris Pugh, Carrie Reed
Shufflebarger, Amy Davie Haigh,
Laura, Natasa Pajic, and Leigh
Burberry Gillies.

! John Davidson ’01 and Kristen Angarola were married on October 11, 2008 in
Indianapolis. Alumni in attendance included Laura Davidson ’03, Wilson Dickinson
’02, Bryan Conrad ’02, Lori Anderson Conrad ’04, and Greg Brauner ’00.

SprPages09A_9x_TransSummer04a  4/20/17  2:34 PM  Page 29



ALUMNI BULLETIN BOARD

Travel to exciting destinations with 
fellow alumni in 2009, 2010

Trips being offered for 2009: Italian Lakes and Greek
Isles (12-day tour departs October 30), Splendors of the
Nile (12-day tour departs November 11), Europe’s Christ-
mas Markets (9-day tour departs December 5), California
New Year’s Getaway (5-day tour departs December 29).

Trips being planned for 2010: The Panama Canal 
(12-day tour departs January 21), Copper Canyon 
Adventure (9-day tour departs February 20), Springtime
Tulip River Cruise (April).

For costs and a trip brochure, contact Natasa Pajic ’96,
director of alumni programs, at (800) 487-2679,
npajic@transy.edu.

Transy vs. Hanover Baseball Challenge 
is April 22

The Transy vs. Hanover Baseball Challenge is set for
Wednesday, April 22, at 7 p.m. at Applebee’s Park, home
of the Lexington Legends minor league team. The game
will take place just two days before Alumni Weekend
2009 (April 24-26).

The Bluegrass Alumni Chapter will host a picnic dinner
for alumni, parents, and families at the park prior to the
game. For more information, contact the alumni office at
(859) 233-8275. Watch your mailbox and e-mail for more
information.

Help crimson go green

There are lots of ways to stay connected to your alma
mater while protecting the environment and helping
Transy weather the economic crisis: make sure your e-
mail address is current by contacting Elaine Valentine at
alumni@transy.edu; join the alumni on-line community at
www.alumni.transy.edu; make donations on-line at
www.transy.edu/giving; register for Alumni Weekend
2009 and other events at www.transy.edu/alumni.

If you are on Facebook, be sure to join the official
Transylvania University Alumni Association group. Feel
free to share other ideas on how alumni can help Transy
in its Crimson Goes Green effort by contacting Natasa
Pajic ’96, director of alumni programs, at (800) 487-2679
or npajic@transy.edu.

Transy hosts luncheon at General Assembly

Make plans now to attend the Transylvania luncheon
at the General Assembly of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Indianapolis on Friday, July 31, at
12:15 p.m. Tickets are $20. For exact location and more
information  contact Tracy Stephens Dunn ’90 in the

        

Transy Golf Classic set for May 18

Join Transy’s athletics department and the alumni office
for the 2009 Transylvania Golf Classic, a four-player
scramble set for Monday, May 18, at the University Club
of Kentucky. Registration and lunch will be at 11 a.m.,
followed by a noon shotgun start. Sponsorship opportu-
nities are available.

For more information on the tournament or sponsor-
ships, contact Cindy Jacobelli, associate director of athlet-
ics, at (859) 233-8663, cjacobelli@transy.edu, or Mark
Blankenship ’81, director of development, at (859) 233-
8402, mblankenship@transy.edu.

Get your Transy license plate and 
help support scholarships

Alumni, students, faculty, staff, parents and friends liv-
ing in Kentucky purchased or renewed 601 Transylvania
license plates in 2007—a mere three tags shy of tying
Centre College, which eked out its fifth straight win with
604 plates. Georgetown College captured third place
with 554 plates. The University has received $26,090
from the license plate sales for the scholarship fund since
the program began five years ago ($10 from each plate
sold).

Vehicle owners who already have a Transy tag can get
the redesigned tag any time at the county clerk’s office or
in the owner’s birth month when the annual registration
fee normally comes due. Cost of the new license plate is
$44 the first year and $31 in subsequent years to renew.
Regular issue plates are $21 the first year and $21 to
renew. Take photo identification, vehicle title, and proof
of insurance to the county clerk’s office. Vehicle owners
with regular issue “Unbridled Spirit” license plates must
return the old plate to the county clerk’s office to obtain
a new Transy plate. 

For more information and for contact information for
your county clerk, visit the Kentucky Motor Vehicle
Licensing System Web site at www.mvl.ky.gov

To contact the Alumni Office:

Natasa Pajic ’96, director of alumni programs,
npajic@transy.edu

Tracy Stephens Dunn ’90, assistant director of 
alumni programs, tdunn@transy.edu

Elaine Valentine, administrative assistant,
alumni@transy.edu

Phone: (800) 487-2679 or (859) 233-8275
Fax: (859) 281-3548

Mail: 300 North Broadway, Lexington, KY 40508
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’93 and Karl Putland, twin sons, Nathan Tyler
and Alexander Ryan Putland, July 2008, pic-
tured with brother, Jason

Stephen P. Mann ’94 and Heather Mann,
twin sons, Andrew Wade Mann and Thomas
Stephen Mann, May 29, 2008

Julie Danhauer Nowak ’94 and Steve Nowak,
a daughter, Kinsey Abigail Nowak, July 10,
2008

Allison Jones O’Hanlon ’94 and Peter
O’Hanlon, a son,
Hudson Parker
O’Hanlon, July 16,
2008

Brandy Fulkerson Baird
’95 and Chad M. Baird, a daughter, Zoe
Hillard Baird, November 10, 2008 

Melissa Korte Bongiolatti
’96 and Nick Bongiolatti,
a son, Nathan Michael
Bongiolatti, September
25, 2008

Elizabeth C. Woodford ’96 and J. E. B. Pinney,
a daughter, Ada Dorothy Pinney, October 3,
2008 

Sarah Hansen Smith ’99 and Chris Smith, a
daughter, Brooke Larkin Smith, August 12,
2008

Andrea Hill Whitenack ’99
and Clay V. Whitenack ’00,
a daughter, Anne Kathryn
Whitenack, August 28,
2008

Cerise E. Bouchard ’01 and Craig A. Caudill,
a son, Remy John Caudill, October 13, 2008 

Teresa Hensley Green ’01 and Kyle Green ’01,
a son, Eli Patrick Green, October 21, 2008

Debbie Shuttleworth Neff ’01 and Ryan D.
Neff ’01, a son, Evan Patrick Neff, October
14, 2008

Shana Spitzer Page ’01 and Steven Page, a
daughter, Dagny Marie Page, January 21,
2009

Leslie Ghibaudy Stone ’01
and Jeffrey W. Stone ’00, a
daughter, Mackenzie Ann
Stone, November 6, 2008

Tara Pennington Clark ’02
and Jason Clark, a son,
Morgan Christopher Clark,
March 1, 2008 

 
   
    

Gianna Kenney, November 21, 2008 

Erin Hensley Peach ’03 and 
Joe Peach, a son, Benjamin Bradley Peach,
June 13, 2008

OBITUARIES
Only alumni survivors are listed

Lee Graham Berry ’39, Lexington, died
October 18, 2008. At Transylvania, she was
a member of Lambda Omega. An assistant
for the original Public Works Program, she
was a member of Central Christian Church
and volunteered over 35 years for Good
Samaritan Hospital. She was the former pres-
ident for the Medical Auxiliary, Fayette
County PTA, and Lexington Women’s Club. 

Helen Little Hammonds ’39, Lexington, died
October 23, 2008. She served in the Civil
Defense in the 1950s, and worked at the
University of Kentucky Medical Center. She
was a member of Park United Methodist
Church and several bridge clubs. 

Carolyn Monroe Brown ’40, Conyers, Ga.,
died September 11, 2008. 

Ralph W. Mohney ’40, Chattanooga, died
October 14, 2008. At Transylvania, he was
a member of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity. He
was the former president of Tennessee
Wesleyan College, long time senior minister
of First Centenary United Methodist
Church, and Distinguished Evangelist in
Residence with the United Methodist
General Board of Discipleship. He earned
the bachelor of divinity degree from Boston
University and the doctor of divinity degree
from Emory and Henry College. He received
the Distinguished Service Award from the
Downtown Kiwanis Club in 2008 and has
been listed in Who’s Who of America since
1962. 

Mark F. Rice ’42, Salyersville, Ky., died August
11, 2008. At Transylvania, he was a member
of Delta Sigma Phi fraternity. He was a high
school band director in the Floyd and
Magoffin County, Ky., school systems. He
received a master’s degree from the
University of Kentucky and was on the
summer teaching staff at Alice Lloyd College
for several years. 

Jane Gregory Greenwood ’48, Louisville,
died October 7, 2008. At Transylvania, she
was a member of Delta Delta Delta sorority.
She was a secretary for The Courier-Journal,
and a member of Epiphany United
Methodist Church and the Pleasure Ridge

 

      
       

States Navy Construction Battalion (Seabees)
and was a longtime member of the Civil War
Round Table. He was an electrician and
retired from the Lexington Herald-Leader.
He was a member of the Athens Christian
Church.

Jane K. Roe ’50, Lexington, sister of Betty
Roe Britt ’55, died December 9, 2008. At
Transylvania, she was a member of Lampas
and Women’s Independent Group. She
received a master’s degree in social work
from Tulane University and was a social
worker in Georgia and Kentucky for 40 years.
She retired from Lexington City Schools and
was a member of Central Christian Church. 

Joan Wadsworth White ’50, St. Petersburg,
Fla., wife of Richard C. White ’50, died
December 26, 2008. At Transylvania, she
was a member of Chi Omega sorority.

William G. Workman ’51, Madisonville, Ky.,
died November 21, 2008. At Transylvania,
he sang in the a cappella choir. He was a
retired Episcopal priest. He served at Christ
Church in Lexington, as chaplain to the Can-
terbury Club at the University of Kentucky,
at the Church of the Ascension in New York
City, and as canon precentor of the
Washington National Cathedral in the 1960s.
He received a master’s degree from Johns
Hopkins University and was chaplain to St.
Paul’s School for Boys and assistant to the
rector at Old St. Paul’s Parish in Baltimore. 

Newell E. Hobgood-Martin ’52, mother of
Kathryn Martin Thompson ’79, and sister of
Ben C. Hobgood ’50 and William C. Hobgood
’58, died December 11, 2008. At
Transylvania, she was a member of Delta
Delta Delta sorority. She was retired from
teaching in the Bell County, Ky., school
system.              

Joan Lewis Millard ’53, Lexington, mother
of Meredith Millard Moody ’83 and sister of
Barbara Lewis Petrou ’56, died November
30, 2008. At Transylvania, she was a member
of Chi Omega sorority. She taught at Bryan
Station High School and Fugazzi Business
College in Lexington and was a member and
past national president of the Order of the
Daughters of the King. 

Mary Lee Somers Caldwell ’55, Kennesaw,
Ga., died April 7, 2006. She sang with the
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chorus. 

Florence Moore Jackson ’56, Birmingham,
Ala., wife of Willis G. Jackson ’53, mother of
Elizabeth Jackson Murray ’89, and sister of
Hugh D. Moore ’55 and Charles E. Moore ’69,
di d D b  19  2008  At T l i
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the University of Alabama in Birmingham.
She taught English, Spanish, and French at
Westside High School and Talladega High
School.  She also worked at the Talladega
newspaper, The Daily Home, writing a gar-
dening column and covering local politics.
After relocating to Birmingham in 1983, she
taught English literature and social science
to gifted students at Huffman High School.
She was a member of the advisory committee
for Writing Today, an annual writers’
conference at Birmingham-Southern
College, and served as the chair of the 2004
conference. She was a longtime member of
the Cathedral Church of the Advent, and a
10-year member of the UAB Breast Cancer
Support Group.  

Laurence R. Jeffries ’56, New Castle, Ky.,
father of Rae Lynn Jeffries Morgan ’80 and
Janet Jeffries Diven ’83, died November 7,
2008. At Transylvania, he played on the bas-
ketball and baseball teams. He served in the
United States Army and was personnel
director for Page Aircraft Inc., director of
the YMCA of El Paso, Tex., and a YMCA
executive in Oklahoma City. When he retired
in 1967, he was a teacher and farmer in
Henry County, Ky., and became president
of the American Forage and Grasslands
Council, presenting programs in the United
States and Canada.  

Shirley Hughes Stetson ’57, Dayton, Ohio,
died December 20, 2008. At Transylvania,
she was a member of Phi Mu sorority. She
taught school in Louisville, Covington, Ky.,
and Dayton and retired as a broker at Keys
Realtors. 

Peggy Blankenship Lawhorn ’58, Caldwell,
Idaho, wife of Carrol Lee Lawhorn ’58 and
mother of Timothy L. Lawhorn ’79, died
November 28, 2008. She sang in Christian
Church choirs for many years. A Peggy Ann
Lawhorn Scholarship fund has been
established at Transylvania. Tax deductible
memorial gifts may be made to the fund by
calling (859) 233-8275 or (800) 487-2679.

Larry T. McGehee ’58, Spartanburg, S.C.,
husband of Elizabeth “Betsy” Boden
McGehee ’61, died October 25, 2008. He
was professor emeritus of religion and retired
administrator at Wofford College, former
chancellor of the University of Tennessee
Martin, and former administrator at the Uni-
versity of Alabama. At Transylvania, he was
president of Kappa Alpha Order, a feature
writer for the Crimson Rambler, and
president of the Students Christian
Association. He served as director of alumni

d h h l ti  d i t t d i i
      
     

     

graduate school. He received B.D., M.A.,
and Ph. D. degrees in religious studies, and
was an ordained minister in the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). He served on
the Transylvania Board of Curators from
1973-83. He was Marshall Lecturer at Tran-
sylvania in 1974 and Horace Holley Lecturer
in 1980. His weekly newspaper column,
Southern Seen, was published in 100 news-
papers in eight southern states with a
combined circulation of over a million sub-
scribers. His book Southern Seen: Meditations
on Past and Present was published by
University of Tennessee Press in 2005. In
1998, Transylvania presented him with a
Distinguished Achievement Award, and in
2003 the University awarded him an
honorary doctor of humane letters degree
when he spoke at Commencement. Among
his other honors are a membership in the
Society for Values in Higher Education since
1963, Who’s Who in America since 1971,
Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Kappa Phi honor
societies, ODK Leadership Society, and
Lampas Honorary. 

Christian K. Nielsen ’62, Lexington, husband
of Patricia Alexander Nielsen ’61 and father
of Andrea E. Nielsen ’88, died November 25,
2008. At Transylvania, he was president of
Interfraternity Council, vice president of Pi
Kappa Alpha fraternity, a member of the
Rambler staff, vice president of the Pep Club,
and played drums in the band. Early in his
career, he worked for Pan American World
Airways. After returning to Lexington, he
was dean of men at Transylvania, and later
was manager of The Oaks. He retired from
Chase Bank in 2001, where he was a property
manager and real estate officer. He was an
active member of Crestwood Christian
Church, where he served in several capacities,
an active member of the Lexington Lions
Club and the Syd Lawrence Orchestra
Society, and a dedicated volunteer at the Jes-
samine County Habitat ReStore. His lifelong
interest in big band music was shared with
many through his nationally syndicated
public radio programs, “Sentimental
Journey,” “One Night Stand,” and “Make
Believe Ballroom,” which originated from
WUKY, the campus station at the University
of Kentucky.  One of the organizers of Lex-
ington Youth Soccer Association, he coached
soccer, including the Select Team from 1979-
1984. In 2007, Transylvania presented him
with a Distinguished Achievement Award in
recognition of extraordinary achievements
in his career and service to society. Other
honors include the Lexington Lions Club
Melvin Jones Award and Habitat for
H i  V l  f h  Y

      
     

was a member of Phi Mu sorority. She earned
her master’s degree from Marshall University
and taught French and English at Boyd
County High School for one year and at
Russell Middle School for 33 years. She was
a member of the Kentucky Education Asso-
ciation and served as treasurer of the Russell
Education Association. She was a member
and past president of the Ashland Junior
Woman’s Club and a lifelong member of
First United Methodist Church of Ashland. 

Christine Hopkins Bass ’73, Mansfield, Ohio,
daughter of J. Harold Hopkins ’56 and wife
of Gregory A. Bass ’74, died October 30,
2008. At Transylvania, she was a member of
Chi Omega sorority. She worked as court
clerk in Royalton Town Court, Middleport,
N.Y., for 21 years, 19 years of which she was
clerk for her husband. She was a member of
the New York State Magistrates Court Clerk’s
Association.

Sheri Smyth ’81, Louisville, died April 13,
2008. At Transylvania, she was a member of
Sigma Kappa sorority. She earned her
master’s degree in education from Eastern
Kentucky University and taught third and
fourth grade in the Estill County, Ky., school
system. 

John T. Mudd ’87, Bardstown, Ky., died
December 9, 2008. At Transylvania, he was
a member of Phi Kappa Tau fraternity. He
was the owner of Joseph Thomas True
Candles and a member of Holy Trinity
Catholic Church in Fredericktown, Ky. 

Brent D. Shattles ’94, Ashland, Ky., died
November 23, 2008. At Transylvania, he
played on the soccer team. He attended grad-
uate school at Trinity University in Dublin,
Ireland. He was a professional tiler and played
upright bass with the Chadwick Creek Boys
Bluegrass Gospel. 

Christy Price Hildebrand ’02, Nicholasville,
Ky., died October 11, 2008. At Transylvania,
she was a member of Alpha Omicron Pi
sorority. She was a financial aid coordinator
for the Maysville Community and Technical
College, Licking Valley Campus, and
member of Pleasant Green Baptist Church.
She was a spokesperson for the Arthritis
Foundation. 

! Obituaries in Transylvania are based on
information available in alumni office files
and from newspaper obituaries. Please
send information concerning alumni
deaths to the attention of Elaine
Valentine in the Transyl vania Alumni
Office  300 North Broadway  Lexington
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ALUMNI WEEKEND / April 24-26, 2009

An invitation and registration form were mailed to alumni in March. 

Check the Transy Web site at www.transy.edu (choose For Alumni, 
News & Events, Reunions/Alumni Weekend) for reunion class pages and a detailed schedule. 

Make your hotel reservations EARLY as other events are scheduled in Lexington that weekend.

F   i f ti   N  P ji  ’96  di  f l i   (800) 487 2679  ji @ d
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FRIDAY 

T-Day Golf Outing

Alumni Day at the Races

Pioneer Hall of Fame Dinner

Inducting Kelly Carter ’86, Dale Cosby

’74, Peter Fisher ’87, Jan Alvey Ward

’93, and former soccer coach Charlie

Spiegel. Special award for Michael

McCaslin ’72.

0-3 Year Reunion

TGIF Party

SATURDAY

Alumni Celebration Luncheon

Keynote speaker: Clyde Roper ’59,

zoologist emeritus, the Smithsonian

Institution. Presentation of Morrison

Medallion, Irvin E. Lunger Award,

Outstanding Young Alumni Award,

and Distinguished Service and

Distinguished Achievement Awards.

All Alumni Reunion Reception and 

Class Celebrations

Dessert and Dancing

SUNDAY

Robert Barr Society Breakfast

Alumni Chapel Service
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The Transylvania campus received a thick coating of ice and snow from a major winter storm that spread across Kentucky January 26-29,
leaving over 700,000 without power. Downed limbs, trees, and power lines prompted a rare occurrence—the cancellation of classes for
nearly two days. This view, taken by Rebecca Rauh, a first-year student from Louisville, is from Fourth Street and looks past the Clive M.
Beck Athletic and Recreation Center to Haupt Humanities, center, and the Mitchell Fine Arts Center.

The sun shines bright on my icy Kentucky home


