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Around Campus

Three Transylvania professors have
been recognized with Bingham Awards for
Excellence in Teaching, and four other facul-
ty members have been granted tenure and
promotions. 

Philosophy professor Ellen Cox, education
professor Kathy Egner, and mathematics
professor Kim Jenkins received Bingham
Awards, which are accompanied by annual
salary supplements for five years. A commit-
tee comprised of outside educators selects
Bingham Award recipients based on class-
room visits, essays, and student evaluations.

Ellen Cox came to
Transylvania in 2002 after
earning a Ph.D. from
DePaul University. With
specialization in 20th-
century continental phi-
losophy and women’s
and gender studies, she

teaches a range of courses from feminist
philosophies to ethical theory.

Cox said her primary goal as an educator
is to teach students to read.

“Learning to read means attending to the
way language works, broadly,” she said,
“not just to reflect reality, but also to shape
and determine it.”

Cox uses a combination of Socratic teach-
ing and close reading in the classroom, with
class periods almost always dialogue driven,
and on-going conversations that push stu-
dents to take positions on the issues.

“So much of what students want and
expect to learn involves finality, one answer,
a conversation closed,” she said. “I strive
for them to recognize the difficulty and
sometimes impossibility of resolving many
of the important questions we address in
philosophy and women’s studies, without
allowing them to become frustrated or dis-
heartened by this lack of resolution.”

Kathy Egner joined
the Transylvania faculty in
2000. She earned her
Ph.D. from Arizona State
University and came to
Transy from Berlin, Ger-
many.

Egner said her major
goals as an educator are to inspire students
to love learning, to encourage them to
strive for transformation in their thinking,
and to support them as their learning
becomes part of themselves and influences
how they live.

“I establish a learning community in each
class, and I am one of the learners,” she
said. “When we are engaged in discussion,
which is my primary way of teaching, I try
to draw out the best in each one of them.”

Egner adheres to a philosophy of con-
structivism, which advocates learning by
doing, with individuals being responsible for
their learning within the context of a com-
munity.

“I expect students to take the primary
responsibility for their own learning,” she
said. “In all of my courses, I collect materials,
offer readings, and lead discussions. The stu-
dents must apply principles by developing
units that they will teach to children or other
projects, trying them out in schools, and
reflecting together on their experiences.”

Kim Jenkins also
came to Transylvania in
2000 after earning a
Ph.D. from Auburn Uni-
versity and teaching at
the University of Evans-
ville. Her area of research
is combinatorics, with

primary emphasis on design theory and
graph theory.

“My goal is to teach students to ask and
answer the question, ‘Why?’” she said, “in
all my classes, from Foundations of the Lib-
eral Arts to Design Theory.”

Jenkins strives to engage an active learn-
ing style in her mathematics courses. She
said that while she once saw her responsi-
bility as teaching her students to work prob-
lems, she now sees it as teaching her stu-
dents how to explore mathematics and
think critically about what they are doing
and why.

“I want to teach them to see connection
to other material, to adapt previous meth-
ods to fit new situations, to know why a
previous method may fail and why it may
still apply,” she said. “I spend much more
time discussing mathematics and less time
actually at the board working problems.”

Promotions and tenure
History professor Melissa McEuen and

biology professor James Wagner have
been granted promotion to full professor.
Tenure and promotion to associate professor
have been granted to French professor
Brian Arganbright and education profes-
sor Amy Maupin. 

Faculty receive Bingham Awards, 
promotions for teaching excellence

Choate remembered

Board members elected

Two new members were elected to the
Transylvania Board of Trustees at the May
board meeting.

Richard J. Corman is the founder of
R. J. Corman Railroad Group in
Nicholasville, Ky., a nationally recognized
company that operates in 20 states. The
diversified railroad services provider cov-
ers derailment, distribution, shortline rail-
roads, and construction. He is also the
parent of Transylvania first-year student
Shawna Ashlee Corman.

John N. Williams Jr. ’74 is dean of
the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill School of Dentistry and a pro-
fessor in the dental ecology department.
A former member of the Board of Visi-
tors, he received a Distinguished Service
Award from Transylvania in 1999.

■ An Autumn Purple Ash tree and
commemorative plaque were dedi-
cated in May in memory of mathe-
matics professor David B. Choate,
who passed away unexpectedly in
the summer of 2006. Pictured are,
back row, from left: mathematics
professor David Shannon, who
spoke at the ceremony; Choate’s
wife, Amy Rutenbeg ’88; President
Charles L. Shearer; front row:
Choate’s son Aaron; daughter,
Ruth; Lesley Wiglesworth ’04; and
Choate’s son David. Wiglesworth,
her husband, Joshua Wiglesworth
’03, and her parents, Walter and
Susan Wellington, were thanked
for their support in making the
tree and plaque possible. 
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It has been a busy and
rewarding year for Transylvania
music professor Larry Barnes,
who composed his first movie
score and saw another composi-
tion of his selected for an inter-
national recording and concert
tour.

Like most movie fans, Barnes
had always enjoyed movie
scores and had even given schol-
arly thought to the purpose of
music in a movie. But not until
he got the chance to compose
an original score did he come to
understand and appreciate the
subtleties of how movie music
works, as well as the creative
effort required to compose for
the screen.

That opportunity came last
summer when he
was asked by direc-
tor Lee Boot to com-
pose a score for his
feature-length film,
Euphoria, a work in
the documentary or
information film tra-
dition, but with
innovative aesthetic
values that make it
more a work of art
than most films in
the genre. Euphoria
had already won the
Gold Medal at the
Houston Film Festival
in 2005 without a
score, but Boot felt
the right music could
take the film to
another level.

That’s when he
got in touch with Barnes.

“Lee had heard me perform
my music in Baltimore years ago
and called to ask if I would
review his film with the possibili-
ty of my adding a complete
musical score,” Barnes said. “I
was elated. I had wanted to
compose for film for years.”

Euphoria was created to help
people think about ways of
achieving natural highs in their
lives as opposed to the momen-
tary highs that come from the

use of drugs, even though the
film never explicitly mentions
drug use. That’s part of the aes-
thetic approach Boot uses,
where metaphor and imagery
combine with interesting facts
from neuroscience, history, ecol-
ogy, and other subject areas to
focus on the positive aspects of
a life of natural highs, instead of
simply presenting a traditional
anti-drug message.

Barnes’ role was to employ
the standard goals of a movie
score—to carry you through the
scene, reinforce the mood of the
scene, and give a film an image
beyond what the visuals and
dialogue can do alone—and
apply them to a film that was
innovative in its approach of

breaking down the barriers of
traditional documentary film-
making.

“Music has more of a connec-
tion to a film than most of us
realize,” Barnes said. “A com-
poser for film can read between
the sounds of dialogue and
background sounds and ask,
‘What is it that I need to fill in
here to create or enhance that
atmosphere?’, so that someone
watching the film can use the
music as a form of continuity.”

After viewing the film, Barnes
met with Boot in Baltimore to
discuss scenes he would score.
He then spent the summer and
early fall of 2006 composing the
music using computer technolo-
gy and sending it to Boot as e-
mail attachments. The two met
again in October to mix the
music into the film.

One lesson he learned, said
Barnes, is that the director is in
charge of all aspects of a film. “I
had to remember that I was not
the creator of this project, that I
was a member of the team. The
director gets the final say as to
whether or not the music fits his
aesthetic.”

The other project that came
to fruition for Barnes this past

year was the premiere
performance and
recording of his com-
position, Toccata: Act
of War, which he had
completed in 2002.
He had begun the
work before the ter-
rorist attacks on the
United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, but
after that event he
added “Act of War”
to his title and let the
mood of that time
influence the finished
piece.

“I was already writ-
ing a piece of music
that had an uneasy,
nervous, angry tone
to it, so the title is in
response to the 9/11

attacks, but also in response to
the mood the piece was already
creating,” Barnes said.

The composition was one of
eight chosen from over 100 sub-
missions to be included on an
international concert tour and
played by pianist Jeri-Mae Astolfi
on a CD released earlier this year
(www.capstonerecords.com). It
also had its world premiere
recording on a CD by Transylva-
nia music professor Greg Partain
(see story on page 7 for details).

Barnes composes score for movie Euphoria, 
sees Toccata: Act of War recorded

■ Music professor Larry Barnes, right, is shown with
Lee Boot, director of the film Euphoria, for which
Barnes composed an original score.

Mary Robinson, chair of
the Council of Women World
Leaders and Ethical Globaliza-
tion Initiative, believes that
rights are weapons the weak
can use against the strong.

Robinson, the first woman
president of Ireland, will bring
her message to Transylvania on
October 2 as part of the
Kenan Lecture Series. The
event is scheduled for 7:30
p.m. in Haggin Auditorium
and is free and open to the
public.

Robinson served as presi-
dent of the Republic of Ireland
from 1990 to 1997 and during
her presidency placed an
emphasis on the needs of
developing countries. 

From 1997 to 2002, she
served as United Nations High
Commissioner for Human
Rights and gained a reputation
as an outspoken defender of
human rights, willing to stand
up to powerful governments.

Credited by United Nations
Secretary General Kofi Annan
with “putting human rights on
the map,” Robinson was
awarded the Sydney Peace
Prize in 2002. She was the first
head of state to visit Rwanda
in the aftermath of the 1994
genocide there, and the first
to visit Somalia following the
1992 crisis there.

First woman 
president of 
Ireland to deliver
Kenan lecture

Lo
ri-

Ly
n 

H
ur

le
y

Summer2007pages2cx2_9x_TransSummer04a  4/19/17  4:09 PM  Page 3



Drama professor Tim Soulis
was named in April as the recip-
ient of the Lucille C. Little
Endowed Chair in Theater, the
first endowed chair in any disci-
pline at Transylvania. The Uni-
versity had received a challenge
grant of $500,000 from the W.
Paul and Lucille Caudill Little
Foundation to establish the
chair.

A member of the Transylvania
faculty since 1994, Soulis has
taught courses in drama and
performance throughout the
United States and directed more
than 70 productions.

“The main purpose of Tran-
sylvania’s theater program is to
develop in student actors, tech-
nicians, directors, and play-
wrights the vocal and physical
skills and intellectual and emo-
tional maturity to explore drama
as an important form of artistic
and personal expression and ful-
fillment,” Soulis said. “This is in
harmony with the University’s
goals as a liberal arts institution

to broaden students’ intellectual
and creative abilities.”

These goals will be enhanced
by the endowed chair, which
will allow operating funds to be
redirected to new initiatives,
which may include engaging an
adjunct professor to develop
and teach a course in children’s
theater; employing guest artists
to direct theater productions;
arranging trips to New York City
for drama majors and minors to
attend plays and musicals;
organizing workshops featuring
visiting actors, directors, play-
wrights, and designers; and
augmenting funds for drama
faculty travel, enrichment, and
professional development.

At a reception for Soulis,
William F. Pollard, vice-president
and dean of the college,
expressed his gratitude for the
foundation’s support of the arts
at Transylvania and Soulis’ com-
mitment to the theater program.

“Today we recognize an out-
standing faculty member and

look forward to the continued
growth and development of a
wonderful program,” he said.

Transylvania’s grant request is
among the first awarded by the
13-member foundation board
established by Lucille C. Little
’28, a Transylvania trustee who

was known in central Kentucky
as an avid patron and generous
supporter of the arts. Transy’s
theater, dedicated in 1999, is
named for Little, who provided
the lead gift for the project. She
died in 2002.

4 TRANSYLVANIA

Around Campus

Soulis named to endowed chair in theater

It was 25 years ago
when the most inno-
vative and far-reaching
scholarship program in
Transylvania’s history
was launched with the
selection of the first
students for the
Thomas Jefferson
Scholars Program.
Renamed the William
T. Young Scholars Pro-
gram in 1987 in honor
of its creator and
major benefactor, the
late William. T. Young,

this program has brought more than 350
bright, highly motivated students to Transyl-
vania who have enriched the campus envi-
ronment and realized high achievement in
their careers and lives.

“Since its founding in 1982, this bold
scholarship program has had a transforming
effect on the college,” said President Charles
L. Shearer. “Mr. Young believed that the pro-
gram would bring exceptional students to
Transy, young people who would invigorate

the campus and promote an even higher
standard of academic performance, and that
has certainly proved to be the case. It was
also his hope that the program would help
encourage our most talented young people
to stay in Kentucky.”

Young was in the early years of his even-
tual 23-year tenure (1977-2000) as chair-
man of the Transylvania Board of Trustees
when he conceived the idea of offering full-
tuition scholarships to students who would
not only excel in academics but also
become leaders on campus.

Mathematics professor David L. Shannon
worked closely with Young to help establish
the program and has seen the impact of
these students over the years.

“From its inception there have been high
expectations of academic excellence for the
students selected for this program,” Shan-
non said. “These high expectations have
consistently been met and often exceeded.
It is common for these students to be
among the leaders in classroom participa-
tion and performance, and they have often
been catalysts for campus events and activi-
ties that have enriched and enhanced the

intellectual ethos of the college.”
The awards were originally named the

Thomas Jefferson Scholarships in honor of
the third president of the United States and
author of the Declaration of Independence.
It was appropriate because of Jefferson’s
ties with Transylvania in the school’s early
years. He was governor of Virginia in 1780
when Transylvania was established by an act
of the Virginia Assembly, and he later fol-
lowed the development of the college.

One recent graduate who exemplifies the
program’s aims is Laura Edgington ’06,
who graduated magna cum laude with a
biology and chemistry double major and
will begin graduate studies in the Ph.D.
program in cancer biology at Stanford 
University this fall.

“I think the William T. Young scholars are
a special group of people,” Edgington said.
“My fellow scholars were some of the finest
people I met on campus, and some of them
are now my closest friends. Academically
and leadership-wise, my standards have
always been high, but having the Young
Scholarship pushed me to be that much
better of a person.”

Young Scholars program reaches 25-year milestone

■ The late William T.
Young, shown at
commencement
2000, created the
scholarship program
that bears his name.
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The Alltech Lecture Series at
Transylvania concluded this
spring with three presentations
that looked at the historical
importance and future possibili-
ties of yeast in relation to
health, the role of biotechnolo-
gy in slowing the aging process,
and the effects of nutrition on
gene activity.

Karl Dawson, director of
worldwide research for Alltech,
used the title “The Science in
Your Glass of Beer, Wine, or
Whiskey” to introduce his lec-
ture on why yeast has become
humankind’s most trusted and
useful microorganism. In addi-
tion to the essential role of

yeast in alcohol production and
bread making, yeast was crucial
in the development of microbi-
ology, Dawson said.

Current research is also look-
ing at the intriguing possibility
of using yeast to fight disease in
a fundamentally different way
than antibiotics, which inhibit
the growth of bacteria.

“Yeast glycomics gives us the
opportunity to change the way
we think about disease treat-
ment,” Dawson said. “For
example, the salmonella bacte-
ria has to attach itself to the
intestine before it can reproduce
and cause the disease. We can
block the binding protein of the

salmonella with a yeast product.
It serves as a decoy that the
bacteria attaches to and then is
washed out.”

Inge Russell, a research scien-
tist at the University of Western
Ontario in Canada and visiting
professor at Heriot Watt Univer-
sity in Edinburgh, Scotland,
titled her lecture “The Fountain
of Youth: Does It Really Exist?”
She said that each individual’s
aging process depends about
30 percent on genetics and 70
percent on your environment.
“You have huge control over
the aging process,” she said.

Russell said that restricting
caloric intake—in a process she

called “undernutrition without
malnutrition”—and physical
activity are keys to a longer life.

“In Okinawa, where there are
more people over 100 years old
than anywhere in the world, the
people eat 40 percent fewer
calories than most of us do,”
Russell said. “They also work
very hard.”

Ronan Power, Alltech’s direc-
tor of research, spoke on “Feed-
ing Our Genes for Better
Health” and discussed the
emerging science of nutrige-
nomics, which studies the
effects of nutrition on gene
activity. He focused specifically
on the role of selenium as a
nutrient with great potential for
improving our health.

“In the past 50 years a clear
link has been established
between selenium intake and
human health,” Power said. He
cited experiments with mice
that point to the ability of sele-
nium to possibly delay the onset
on Alzheimer’s disease.

“While these studies are pre-
liminary, we do believe they
reveal many potential benefits
for selenium supplementation,
which may be of relevance to
human conditions such as
Alzheimer’s disease, arthritis,
and other issues,” he said.

The lectures were sponsored
by Alltech, a global animal
health bioscience company and
producer of animal feed, head-
quartered in Nicholasville, Ky.
The company’s president, Pearse
Lyons, a member of the Transyl-
vania Board of Trustees, pre-
sented the first of the series’
lectures in February when he
spoke on “The Competition for
Food, Feed, or Fuel.”

The class of 2007 has provided incoming
first-year student Sydney Crawley with the
Senior Challenge scholarship. 

Senior Challenge co-chairs Bradley Justice,
Blythe Duckworth, David Riley, and Haley
Trogdlen worked throughout the year to raise
awareness of the program. As a result, gradu-
ates contributed $19,438 to the scholarship
fund with 68 percent of the class making a gift.

The majority of the money was raised at a
kick-off event held in February. Co-chairs also
staffed a table at Senior Send-Off in May, and
97 students attended a banquet the week
before commencement, where Crawley was

introduced to the students who had helped
fund her education.

“The person I will be in four years is the per-
son you contributed to shaping,” Crawley told
the seniors. “Anything I do, anything I give
back to the community can be traced to each
of you. Without your help, I wouldn’t be stand-
ing here today, on my way to becoming some-
one better. To the seniors of 2007, I will try to
become a person worthy of your generosity.”

Crawley, a native of Lancaster, Ky., and a
graduate of Garrard County High School, plans
to major in biological sciences and minor in
drama at Transylvania.

Senior Challenge provides scholarship

Alltech lectures examine yeast, aging, nutrition

Correction

An article in the spring issue of
Transylvania magazine incorrectly
stated that Les Johnson ’84 was
president of his fraternity, Delta
Sigma Phi. We regret the error.

■ From left, David Riley, Blythe Duckworth, Sydney Crawley,
Haley Trogdlen, and Bradley Justice
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Transylvania threw a party for Harry
Stephenson ’46 in April that was truly a
night to remember for this remarkable Tran-
sylvanian and the more than 250 people
who showed up to honor him for his 90th
birthday and 70 years of association with
his alma mater.

The speeches ranged from heartfelt to
humorous—often a little of both—as for-
mer and current students, faculty members,
coaches, administrators, friends, and family
celebrated Stephenson’s loyal service to
Transylvania and the positive influence he
continues to have on so many people.

“Tonight we honor the first athletics
director west of the Allegheny Mountains,”
quipped President Charles L. Shearer as he
got the program rolling by relating Stephen-
son’s amazing tenure to Transylvania’s his-
toric position as the first college founded
west of the Alleghenies. Stephenson’s asso-
ciation with Transy began just over 70 years
ago when he enrolled for classes in the fall
of 1936. Since joining the faculty and staff
in 1948, he has enjoyed an unbroken record
of 58 years of service as teacher, administra-
tor, and coach that may be unprecedented
in the school’s history.

C. M. Newton, former Transylvania men’s

basketball coach for 14 seasons and now a
consultant to the Southeastern Conference,
came back to honor the man who gave him
his first coaching position in 1951.

“Harry mentored me as a young coach
and has been a special part of my life ever
since,” Newton said. “I always say that
while my degrees are from UK, I got my
education here at Transylvania. Harry, we
love you, we appreciate you, and we’re
going to see a whole lot more of you over
the years.”

Milly Rodes was hired by Stephenson in
1952 and stayed at Transy for 39 years,
teaching modern dance, tennis, and physi-
cal education while coaching tennis and
basketball.

“I thought Harry came right after
Rafinesque,” Rodes said with a smile, recall-
ing Constantine Rafinesque, Transy’s leg-

endary early 19th-century professor of natu-
ral sciences. “Harry has always been a
tremendous mentor and friend to me and a
very, very dear person. Anything I needed
for our women’s teams, he would always
get for me. He backed up our teams in
every way he could, and I appreciate that.
He will always be close to my heart.”

Stephenson also played a key role in
bringing Lee Rose ’58 to Transylvania. Rose
became one of Transy’s all-time best basket-

6 TRANSYLVANIA

Around Campus

Stephenson honored for 70 years of service

■ Harry Stephenson ’46 is joined by the
introducers and presenters at his 70th
anniversary celebration, from left, Don
Lane, Billy Reed ’66, Haley Riney ’07, C.
M. Newton, Pat Deacon, Lee Rose ’58,
Milly Rodes, Brian Lane ’90, Stephenson,
Jack Ebel ’77, Cindy Jacobelli, and
President Charles L. Shearer.

■ Harry Stephenson ’46 and his wife, Ann,
are shown at the reception in the
Pioneer Hall of Fame Room of the Beck
Center, enjoying a reunion with three
former members of his golf team, from
left, Brian Denney ’05, John Hayne ’03,
and Michael Ray ’03, and Michael’s wife,
Tara Hutchison Ray ’04, with their son,
Jaxson.
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A range of compositions that includes
heavily textured pieces by Rachmaninov,
lighter works by Scarlatti, lyricism from
Brahms, a toccata from a Transylvania
professor, and Beethoven’s powerful
Appassionata make up the repertoire for
music professor Greg Partain’s newest CD
of solo piano music, titled Gregory Par-
tain, piano, Volume II.

“I always want my programs to revolve
around a central work that carries the
heaviest expressive weight, and for this
CD, it is the Appassionata of Beethoven,”
Partain said. “This piece is one of the
most powerful artistic statements avail-
able to any pianist. It gives a player the
opportunity to unleash a lot of fury, in an
artistic way.”

Partain said he chose the Scarlatti
sonatas, with their cleaner, more trans-
parent texture, as a foil to the thundering
work of Beethoven, and selected Brahms’
Variations on an Original Theme, Op. 21,
No. 1, as a lyrical statement. The record-
ing begins with three preludes by Rach-
maninov that are “strong enough to put
at the end of a program, but I wanted to
start the disc off with a bang,” Partain
said.

A special part of the repertoire is the
world premiere recording of Transylvania
music professor Larry Barnes’ Toccata:
Act of War (2002), an intense piece writ-
ten partly in response to the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the United
States.

“This is a very exciting piece that I
wanted to introduce to a wider audi-
ence,” Partain said. “It’s rhythmically riv-

eting, uses a lot of the resources of the
instrument, and holds together beauti-
fully.”

Partain recorded the CD using a Stein-
way at Baylor University, with assistance
from a friend on the Baylor faculty, and
experimented with some close miking to
give the listener more of the sound the
pianist actually hears, as opposed to
being 100 feet away in a concert hall.

“I wanted to create an effect of a very
close, intimate, tactile connection with
the listener, to bring the audience into
the inner circle of the performer,” Partain
said. “There’s an immediacy and a direct-
ness to the recording—the piano sounds
very close.”

For information on obtaining a copy of
the CD, contact Partain at (859) 233-8177
or by e-mail at gpartain@transy.edu.

Partain records second solo piano CD

Joe Thomson ’66 and his
wife, JoAnn, have given Transyl-
vania the lead gift toward con-
struction of a new residence
hall that will be named in their
honor. A member of the Board
of Trustees, Thomson values the
experiences he had as a student
at Transy and through this sup-
port has made it possible for
future students to live in this
new facility, which will be
named Thomson Residence
Hall.

“I’m grateful to Joe and

JoAnn and other donors,
including the James Graham
Brown Foundation,” said Presi-

dent Charles L. Shearer. “It’s
gratifying when an alum can
step up and make a gift of this

magnitude.”
Though he lives in Pennsylva-

nia, Cynthiana native Thomson
has not forgotten his Kentucky
roots and returns to Lexington
several times a year.  Thomson
is the owner of Winbak Farm,
one of the most successful
standardbred breeding opera-
tions in North America, and co-
owner of the Red Mile race-
track in Lexington.

Construction of the suite-
style residence hall is slated to
begin in July.

New residence facility to be named Thomson Hall

ball players and went on to coach the Pio-
neers for eight seasons. He recently became
the lead assistant coach with the NBA’s
Charlotte Bobcats. It was a connection
Stephenson had with the University of
Cincinnati that helped Rose land a Division I
assistant coaching position.

“Harry taught me a whole lot about how
important it is to be confident in what you
do and to work at your connections,
because life is about choices,” Rose said.
“The Cincinnati job was my springboard
into Division I, and that helped me more in
terms of professional advancement at that
time than anything that ever happened to
me, and it was all because of Harry. I want
you to know, Harry, that you will always be
in my hall of fame.”

Pat Deacon came to Transylvania in 1971
and was, at various times, a teacher, coach,
and administrator for 29 years, most
notably coaching women’s basketball and
field hockey.

“Harry was always a great supporter of
women’s athletics,” Deacon said. “He was
also a great volunteer, keeping time for our
basketball games and coaching the softball
team.”

Billy Reed ’66, a well-known sportswriter
who has written for the Lexington Herald-
Leader, The Courier-Journal, and Sports
Illustrated, caught the spirit of the evening
when he remarked on Stephenson’s
indomitable spirit.

“Harry is our Peter Pan,” Reed said. “He
has remained young at heart. You can see
it in his smile, hear it in his laughter, and
feel it in his handshake. He is our all-time,
much beloved Mr. Pioneer.”

The dinner benefited the Ronald F. Whit-
son Memorial Scholarship fund and was
sponsored by the Orthopedics-Sports Medi-
cine Center at Lexington Clinic.
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It was Christmastime in 1938
when Dorothy J. Smith ’42
found herself in Lexington and
at Transylvania for the first time,
visiting a friend and fellow
native of Kansas who was a stu-
dent at the college. The campus
was empty for the holidays, and
she and Mary Margaret Aldridge
Meyer ’41 found a piano so
Smith could sing the “Italian
Street Song” for her friend,
believing they were all alone.

“I was sitting there at the
piano playing and singing, and
in walked (music professor) Jack
Bryden,” recalled Smith. “We
had no idea he was in the build-
ing. He asked me what I wanted
to do, and I said, ‘I just want to
sing.’ He asked if I would like to
attend Transylvania, and I said
yes, but that I couldn’t afford it.
He left to see (business manag-
er) Spence Carrick and came
back in about half an hour. They
had worked out seven service-
ships—in orchestra, string quar-
tet, girls’ quartet, girls’ trio,
band, marching band, and one
more—and that’s how I could
afford to come to Transylvania.”

Because of that serendipitous
encounter, Smith left Hutchin-
son, Kansas, to enroll at Transyl-
vania and go on to major in
music and English and have a
career in music. And because
Transylvania gave her the one

opportunity she really wanted—
“Just to sing”—Smith recently
created the Dorothy J. and Fred
K. Smith Endowed Concert
Series and the Sharon Sue Smith
Memorial Scholarship, both of
which will enrich the cultural
and academic musical environ-
ment at Transylvania for years to
come.

The concert series, which will
become fully endowed at $1
million as part of Smith’s estate,
will bring as many as three high
quality musical performances to
the campus annually. It will
begin this fall (Wednesday,
October 10, 7:30 p.m., Haggin
Auditorium) with the Kronos
Quartet, the Grammy Award-
winning group that has been
together for more than 30 years.
The group has gone far beyond
the traditional boundaries of the
string quartet, performing an
eclectic repertoire that includes
works by 20th-century masters,
jazz legends, and rock and
avant-garde composers, among
other genres. They have per-
formed thousands of concerts
worldwide and released more
than 40 recordings.

The series is planned to reflect
a variety of musical styles,
including classical, jazz, Ameri-
can folk, world music, popular,
music theater, opera, and multi-
media.

“I hope this con-
cert series will enrich

the campus atmosphere,” said
Smith. “I want it to set a tone of
excellence. Perhaps it will
encourage some of the students
later on in life to go to concerts
and develop an interest in hear-
ing artists in live performances.”

The concert series is named
for Smith and her late husband,
Fred K. Smith ’40, who had a
long career with the Veterans
Administration and the Social
Security Administration.

The Sharon Sue Smith Memo-
rial Scholarship, endowed for
$200,000, is named after the
Smiths’ late daughter, a gradu-
ate of the University of Kentucky
in speech therapy who worked
at Lexington’s Cardinal Hill Hos-
pital and in Ann Arbor, Mich. In
1964, while a student at Henry
Clay High School in Lexington,
she was crowned Kentucky’s
Junior Miss by Diane Sawyer, the
reigning America’s Junior Miss.

The scholarship will be award-
ed to first-year students, with
preference given to those with a
major or minor in vocal or
instrumental music. It will be
preferred, but not required, that
students have demonstrated
financial need.

It was Dorothy Smith’s own
financial need that gave Transyl-
vania the opportunity to offer
assistance to a talented young
person so many years ago, and
provide her the springboard to a
rewarding career and satisfying

life. Smith taught music in the
Fayette County public schools
for 25 years and at the Lexing-
ton School for four years, is a
former violist with the Lexington
Philharmonic Orchestra, is a
published composer and poet,
and has sung professionally in
many venues. She earned a
master’s degree in education
from UK.

“Today is payback day,” said
Smith. “These two programs are
my reward for Transylvania’s
generosity toward me, a gen-
erosity that will echo in every
concert and every student who
benefits from the scholarship.
Transylvania changed the direc-
tion of my life and brought me
to where I am today. I am so
very grateful for that. Thank
you, Transylvania.”

Smith endows concert series, music scholarship

■ Dorothy J. Smith ’42 recently
created an endowed concert
series and a music scholar-
ship that will enrich the cul-
tural and academic music
environment at Transylvania
for years to come.

Around Campus

Transy rolls out the red carpet for star donors
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■ Left, Chairman of the Board of Trustees
William T. Young Jr. and his wife,
Barbara, attended The Stars Come Out,
a donor gala held in the William T.
Young Campus Center in May for
trustees and major donors.

■ Right, the men’s a cappella group,
standing from left: junior Bryan
Mullins, first-year student Thomas
Hatton, sophomore Josh Motley, junior
Dayton Harris, senior Josh McDaniel,
sophomore Thomas Baker; front, jun-
ior Matt Campbell, and senior Erik
Weber; and junior Hope Kodman per-
formed songs from the 1940s and 50s
at the Hollywood-themed gala. Jo
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Coming off a season that saw the
Pioneers make the Elite Eight of the NCAA
Division III national championship and then
graduate seven seniors, head coach Brian
Lane ’90 knew the next season would be a

challenge for his men’s basketball team.
Instead of a significant drop-off, how-

ever, the Pioneers staged a late-season
rally that saw them tie Bluffton University

for second place in the regular season
Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference
race, then capture the HCAC tournament
championship for the second year in a row
and win another automatic bid to the
NCAA tournament. Transy finished 19-9
overall, including a 10-6 conference record.

“To be successful, I knew we were going
to have to blend in some new players, and
some from last year’s team who hadn’t
played much,” Lane said. “I think we did
that pretty effectively.”

The Pioneers won the South Padre Island
Shootout in Texas over the holidays by
defeating Rockford College and Westmin-
ster College to fashion a 9-3 record heading
into January’s conference schedule. After
running their HCAC record to 5-2, the Pio-
neers lost four conference games before fin-
ishing the season with five straight confer-
ence wins, including two in the league tour-
nament. Transy defeated Bluffton 78-66 in
the semifinals, then polished off Defiance
College 77-64 in the title game.

“To get into the conference tournament,
we had to win our last three games, and
two of them were on the road,” Lane said.
“After that, I thought we handled the con-
ference tournament games really well.”

In the NCAA’s first round, Transy took on
essentially the same College of Wooster
team that the Pioneers had defeated the
previous season on their way to the Elite
Eight. Playing at Wooster, Transy ended the
season with a 92-66 loss to the Fighting
Scots, who went on to make the Final Four.

One of the “new” players Lane worked
into the lineup was Nick Feagan ’06, who
had played two previous seasons and
returned for his final year of eligibility. “Nick
coming back gave us a real boost,” Lane
said. Feagan was Most Valuable Player of
the conference tournament and a first-team
All-HCAC selection after leading the Pio-
neers in scoring at 16 points a game and
rebounding at 5.2 per contest.

Senior forward Joey Searle, also a first-
team All-HCAC selection, was second in
scoring at 15 points a game, followed by
sophomore forward Joey Verax with 10.7,
sophomore guard Aaron Cash at 9.1, and
first-year guard Tim Tierney with 8.3. Verax
was an HCAC Player of the Week twice,
and Feagan won the honor once. Searle
joined Transy’s career 1,000-point club with
1,081, good for 34th place.

The men’s tennis team got
its first taste of NCAA national
tournament play after complet-
ing yet another undefeated reg-
ular season in the Heartland
Collegiate Athletic Conference
and winning the league’s tour-
nament crown for the fifth
straight year.

Transy rolled to a 7-0 HCAC
mark during the regular season
and headed into the conference
tournament as the No. 1 seed.
Playing at the West Indy Rac-
quet Club in Indianapolis, the
Pioneers knocked off Manches-
ter College 5-0 in the qualifying
round and Rose-Hulman Insti-
tute of Technology 5-0 in the
semifinals. They then dispatched
second-seeded Hanover College
5-1 in the finals, earning their
first-ever trip to the NCAA Divi-
sion III national championships.

Transy won its first NCAA
match by 9-0 over Westminster
College before running into
DePauw University, ranked
eighth in the nation and the top
seeded host for the NCAA
regional, in the second round.
The Tigers proved too strong for
the Pioneers, ending Transy’s
season with a 9-0 victory.

The Pioneers’ 7-0 regular sea-
son HCAC mark extended their
amazing streak of regular sea-
son conference match wins to
32 over the past five years.
Their overall record of 16-5
included a 2-1 mark during a
spring break trip to Alabama,
during which they defeated
Faulkner State University and
Meridian Community College.

Transy swept the individual
honors in the HCAC, beginning
with Player of the Year Parker

Gregory. The senior,
an HCAC Player of the
Week, compiled a 13-2 confer-
ence record and was 15-5
overall. Lee Gammon, a
first-year player and also
an HCAC Player of the
Week, was named Freshman of
the Year after going undefeated
in 13 HCAC matches and com-
piling a 22-11 record overall.
First-year player Kyle Clayton
and senior Josh Niehaus were
also named to the All-HCAC
team.

In what has become an annu-
al event for him, Pioneer head
coach Chuck Brown was named
Coach of the Year in the HCAC
for the fifth straight year.

TENNIS WINS HCAC,  MAKES NCAA TOURNEY

MEN’S BASKETBALL WINS HCAC,  PLAYS IN NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS

■ Senior Parker Gregory was
Player of the Year in the HCAC.

Sports

■ Senior forward 
Nick Feagan was a 
first-team All-HCAC 
selection.
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First-year head coach
Greg Todd gave his Pio-

neers high marks for
their work ethic and
season-long consisten-
cy. Transy took an 8-4
early season record into

the crux of its conference
schedule in January and rode

HCAC winning streaks of four
and six games to get to the
conference tournament cham-
pionship game, where they lost
a 70-69 heartbreaker to Man-
chester.

“I felt we were playing our
best basketball by the end of
year,” Todd said. “That one-
point loss to Manchester on
their home court for the HCAC
title was one of our best
games.”

Senior leadership came from
several players, including All-
HCAC first team member Cindy
Beavin, who played point guard
and averaged 10 points a game
while leading the conference in
assists with 5.5 a game. Haley
Riney also played the point and
overcame injuries to average
nearly 8 points a game. Guard
Rachel Wilson averaged 7.5
points while forwards Jessica
Hanson and April Young, and
guard Katie Shuffet, all played
valuable minutes.

Sophomore center Julie Leach
turned in the best individual
performance for the Pioneers
and for the HCAC, leading the
league in both scoring (19.6
points a game) and rebounding
(10.7 a game). She also shot 57
percent from the field and 81
percent from the free-throw
line. League coaches voted her
Player of the Year in the HCAC,
after giving her four Player of

the Week and two
Player of the Month
awards.

“It’s very unusual to
have someone with
the overall skills that
Julie has, and espe-
cially to average a
double-double,” Todd
said. “Her consistency
is amazing—she rarely
has a bad outing.”

Junior forward Jes-
sica Gilbert was the
team’s fourth leading
scorer at 9.1 points a
game, and first-year
guard Brittany Hen-
derlight averaged 9.3
points a game and
was named to the All-
HCAC freshman
team.

Sports

leadership, and the conference’s top player,
Transylvania’s women’s basketball team fash-
ioned a 19-9 record, finished a strong third
in the Heartland Collegiate Athletic Confer-
ence with a 12-4 mark, and made their
first appearance in the NCAA Division III
national championships.

Transy’s at-large bid to the NCAA
tournament came after the Pioneers
had lost by one point to Manchester
College in the title game of the
HCAC tournament. The Pioneers
took on DePauw University, host
team for NCAA first-round games
and ranked No. 11 in the nation.
Transy lost to the Tigers 74-54,
and DePauw went on to win the
Division III national crown.

With a new head coach, outstanding senior

Swim teams finish
fifth in Bluegrass
Mountain meet

Transylvania’s men’s and
women’s swimming and div-
ing teams each finished fifth
among 12 teams in the sea-
son-ending Bluegrass Moun-
tain Conference Champi-
onships at the Mecklenburg
County Aquatics Center in
Charlotte, N.C. The Pioneers
were guided by first-year head
swimming coach George Vil-
larreal and diving coach Billy
Bradford.

Four Pioneers made the All-
Bluegrass Mountain Confer-
ence team, led by junior Rich-
mond Bramblet, who took
first place in both the 3- and
1-meter diving events. Sopho-
more Lissa Lykins was third in
3-meter diving and first-year
diver Brittany McCauley was
third in the 1-meter event.
Junior Travis Pfeiffer took third
in the 1000-yard freestyle.

Washington & Lee Universi-
ty for the men and Johns
Hopkins University on the
women’s side successfully
defended their overall champi-
onships for the meet.

The regular season for both
teams was highlighted by
wins against Illinois Wesleyan
University, Asbury College,
Union College, Rose-Hulman
Institute of Technology, and
Sewanee–University of the
South. The women’s team also
defeated Wheaton College.

Leach featured in 
Sports Illustrated

Transylvania women’s bas-
ketball standout Julie Leach
was featured in the February
22 edition of Sports
Illustrated’s “Faces in the
Crowd” section, which rec-
ognizes outstanding athletes
from across the nation.

Her citation read:
“Leach, a sophomore cen-

ter at Transylvania, leads the
Heartland Collegiate Athletic
Conference with an average
of 18.3 points and 11.4
rebounds. She has scored
and rebounded in double
figures in 16 games this sea-
son and has been the HCAC
women’s basketball player
of the week four times.”

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL IN NCAA NATIONAL TOURNEY

■ Junior Richmond Bramblet

10 TRANSYLVANIA

■ Senior point guard 
Cindy Beavin led 
the HCAC in assists.
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The softball team
advanced to the Heartland Col-
legiate Athletic Conference tour-
nament championship game for
the third year in a row as the
Pioneers completed a 25-14 sea-
son that included a 10-6 HCAC
record.

Under first-year head coach
Michelle Manning, Transy
jumped off to a 5-1 record in
the early season before heading
to Fort Myers, Fla., over spring
break to take part in the Gene
Cusic Classic. Playing a strong
mix of colleges from the Mid-
west and East, the Pioneers beat
Albion College and Bowdoin
College while compiling a 6-4
record in Florida.

In the season-ending, double-
elimination HCAC tournament
hosted by Defiance College,
Transy lost to eventual champion

Anderson University before
bouncing back with wins over
Bluffton University and Defiance
to make the finals. Anderson
got three runs in the sixth inning
to break open a tight game and
defeat Transy 8-4 for the HCAC
crown and an NCAA Division III
tournament bid.

Five Pioneers were named to
the All-HCAC team, led by sen-
ior shortstop Andrea Fitzpatrick,
who made the team for the
fourth time and is Transy’s career
home run leader with 31. She
batted .296 for the season with
seven homers and 26 RBI.

Others on the HCAC team
included sophomore third base-
man Jessica Broadhead, senior
pitcher Lyndsey Mayberry, senior
second baseman Jessica Hollo-
man, and junior designated
player Melissa Sharpe. Broad-

head made the HCAC
team for the second
year in a row while bat-
ting .388 and leading Tran-
sy with 39 runs. Mayberry, an
HCAC Pitcher of the Week, led
Transy with a 15-7 record and a
3.30 earned run average, while
Holloman hit .336 with 27 runs
and 21 RBI. Playing both outfield
and catcher, Sharpe was a .337
hitter and led the team with 30
RBI.

Junior designated player Emily
Safstrom and sophomore 
infielder Brittany Leach 
won HCAC Player of 
the Week honors.

After a second place finish
in last year’s Heartland Colle-
giate Athletic Conference tour-
nament, a very young Transylva-
nia men’s golf team felt poised
to move up significantly during
the 2007 season. Move up they
did, capturing their first-ever
HCAC crown and contending
for a national title in the NCAA
tournament.

The Pioneers trailed four-time
defending HCAC champion
Franklin College by 10 strokes
after two rounds of the confer-
ence tournament, but sailed
past the Grizzlies over the final
two rounds with scores of even
par 288 and two-under 286 to
win going away by 32 shots.
The Pioneers were led by junior
Matt Scott at 298, good for sec-
ond place in individual play. The
Heartland title qualified the
team for the NCAA Division III
championship, another first for
Transy.

The Pioneers joined 35 other
teams for the NCAA meet, held
at the Hawthorns Country Club

in Fishers, Ind. Transy was in
ninth place after the first two
rounds, when the field was cut
to the low 23 teams, and fin-
ished the tournament in 12th
place, establishing the Pioneers
as an elite team in Division III.

Sophomore Bradley Suther-
land paced Transy in the NCAA
tourney with a four-day total of
304, good for an 11th place fin-
ish in individual competition.

Junior Greg Turcotte was next at
315, followed by junior Corey
Maggard at 317 and Scott at
328.

The Pioneers had a very suc-
cessful regular season, high-
lighted by first place finishes in
invitational tournaments hosted
by DePauw University, Centre
College, Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity, and Anderson University.
They made a spring break trip

to Orlando, where they finished
sixth in the Webber Internation-
al Invitational.

Maggard, Scott, Sutherland,
and Turcotte made the All-HCAC
team. Sutherland’s fine perform-
ance in the NCAA tournament
garnered him national recogni-
tion with his selection to the
Ping All-American second team.

Head coach Brian Lane ’90, in
his third season leading the Pio-
neer men’s golfers, was named
Coach of the Year in the HCAC
for the first time.

Golfers win HCAC tournament, finish 12th in NCAA national championship

■ Transy golfers celebrate with
former Pioneer golfer Mike
McCaslin ’72 and his father,
Raymond McCaslin, after win-
ning the HCAC title and quali-
fying for the NCAA Division III
national tournament for the
first time. The McCaslins fol-
lowed the team on the course
and hosted a team dinner.
From left, Matt Scott (fore-
ground), Alex Rechtin, Greg
Turcotte, Corey Maggard,
Bradley Sutherland, the
McCaslins, and coach Brian
Lane ’90.

■ Senior pitcher 
Lyndsey Mayberry 
led the Pioneers 
with a 15-7 record.

SOFTBALL MAKES HCAC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
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Campbell was voted Coach
of the Year by his HCAC col-
leagues for his leadership during
the Pioneers’ remarkable sea-
son. After the season, he was
named head coach (see side-
bar).

Six Pioneers were named to
the All-HCAC first team, includ-
ing seniors Brian Vasse and Dil-
lon Lawson, juniors Mitch
Kuczek and Nick Moser, and
sophomores Phil Blakely and
Adam Wilkins.

Vasse, a third baseman, made
the team for the fourth year in
a row after batting .349 and
driving in 37 runs. Lawson, an
infielder, hit .343 with 33 RBI.
Kuczek, playing outfield, led
Transy in hitting with a .423
average, a new school record,
and added 46 RBI. Moser, an
infielder/catcher, batted .330
with 21 RBI. Playing outfield,
Blakely hit .368 and drove in 41

runs, while Wilkins, a right-han-
der pitcher, posted a 6-1 record
with a 3.34 earned run average.

Kuczek was also named to
the Rawlings/American Baseball
Coaches Association All-Mideast

Region team, as was senior
right-handed relief pitcher Zach
Fields, who garnered a team
record nine saves that ranked
him second in the nation.

Sports

Baseball standout Bryan
Vasse and softball star
Andrea Fitzpatrick were
named male and female Pio-
neer Athletes of the Year dur-
ing the annual athletics
awards ceremony in May. Spe-
cial awards for academic
excellence and leadership
were also presented.

Vasse, a senior from
Louisville, was a first-team All-
Heartland Collegiate Athletic
Conference selection four
straight years and is Transy’s
all-time leader in hits, games
played, and RBI. A co-captain
in 2007, the third baseman
helped the Pioneers to a 29-
12 record this season and the
school’s first HCAC champi-
onship.

Fitzpatrick, a senior from
Bowling Green, Ky., was the
HCAC’s Freshman of the Year
in 2004 and Player of the Year

in 2005, and a first-team All-
HCAC selection four years in
a row. She holds Transy’s sin-
gle season home run record
with 13 and career mark with
32. She is also Transy’s all-time
leader in runs scored and RBI.

Allyson Fisher, a senior
from Kokomo, Ind., and a
four-year member of the vol-
leyball team, won the George
H. Stopp Award as the stu-
dent-athlete with the highest
grade point average over a
four-year career. She was a
dean’s list student and a four-
year member of the HCAC
All-Academic team.

Courtney Johnson, a sen-
ior from Louisville and a four-
year member of the swim-
ming and diving team, won
the Senior Leadership Award
for her leadership on and off
the playing field.

Student-athletes honored for skills,
academics, leadership

BASEBALL SETS RECORDS FOR WINS, CAPTURES HCAC SEASON CROWN

the baseball team as the Pioneers recorded
their most total wins as well as most Heart-
land Collegiate Athletic Conference victories
while also capturing the league’s regular
season title for the first time.

Under the direction of then-interim
head coach Chris Campbell ’00, Transy
rose to No. 13 in the nation at one
point on its way to a 29-12 overall
record and a 16-6 HCAC mark. Includ-
ed in the totals was a 3-2 record dur-
ing a spring break trip to Florida to
play in the Port Charlotte Classic.

Transy swept a doubleheader
from Bluffton University in its last
two conference games to clinch
the regular season HCAC crown.
That meant the Pioneers would
host the HCAC tournament,
which Transy entered as the
No. 1 seed. But Manchester
College defeated Transy 5-2
in the opener of the double-
elimination tourney, and
Anderson University ended

the Pioneers’ season with a
6-4 win in the second round.
That gave the Ravens the
HCAC’s automatic bid to the
NCAA Division III championship.

It was a record-setting season for

■ Senior infielder Dillon
Lawson was a first-team
All-HCAC selection.

Campbell named 
head baseball coach

Chris Campbell ’00 had the
“interim” tag removed from
his title when he was named
Transylvania’s head baseball
coach after the 2007 season.

Campbell joined the base-
ball staff as an assistant in
2004, helping that team to a
then-record 28-11 mark, and
was named interim head
coach in 2006. He guided the
Pioneers to their all-time best
record this year at 29-12 and
was named Coach of the Year
by the Heartland Collegiate
Athletic Conference.

Campbell was a four-year
letterman while playing for
Transy, hitting .344 as a sen-
ior team captain. The Lexing-
ton native has a B.A. degree
in business administration.

■ From left, Andrea Fitzpatrick, Bryan Vasse, and Allyson Fisher.
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Morrison Medallion
Presented to alums for outstanding service 

to Transylvania and its programs

Katie Chandler Bolin ’49

Katie Chandler Bolin has supported her alma
mater for nearly 60 years, most recently by
establishing two endowed scholarships: one for
students studying music and the other for biolo-
gy and chemistry majors on a pre-med track. A
former member of the Alumni Executive Board,
she served on the reunion committee for her
class’s 50th reunion in 1999. A longtime support-
er of the Transylvania Annual Fund, she is a
member of the Robert Barr Society and the Tran-
sylvania Women’s Club. She was a client associ-
ate for 32 years at Merrill Lynch Pierce Fenner &
Smith.

r

Irvin E. Lunger Award
Presented for unique and exceptional 

service to Transylvania
Joe E. Coons ’73

A former member of the Board of Visitors, Joe E.
Coons is treasurer of the Transylvania Board of
Trustees, a member of its Executive Committee,
and chair of the Finance Committee. He has pro-
vided financial support for numerous initiatives,
including the 225th Anniversary Campaign, the
Transylvania Annual Fund, the Clive M. Beck Ath-
letic and Recreation Center, and the Cowgill
Center for Business, Economics, and Education.
He provided a $100,000 challenge grant for the
Lila Boyarsky Science Lab. He is a principle in Pin-
nacle Development Corp., Ashtree Development,
LLC, and James Motor Co.

The Transylvania Medal
Presented to a non-alum who, through 

friendship and outstanding service, 
has promoted Transylvania

Roger M. Dalton

Roger M. Dalton joined Transylvania’s Board of
Trustees in 1996 and has made valuable contribu-
tions as a member of the board’s Finance Com-
mittee and Physical Plant Committee. Now retired
chairman of the board of National City Corpora-
tion for the Central Kentucky area, he was for-
merly president of National City Bank in Lexing-
ton, where he helped secure support from the
bank for many Transylvania projects. He has given
of his own resources to support the Transylvania
Annual Fund, the 225th Anniversary Campaign,
the Clive M. Beck Athletic and Recreation Center,
and the Charles L. Shearer Art Building.

r

Outstanding 
Young Alumni Award

Presented to an alum for extraordinary 
involvement in the life of Transylvania

Christopher W. Arnett ’91

Christopher W. Arnett is a member and former
president of the Alumni Executive Board and the
Transylvania Alumni Louisville Chapter. He is one
of the youngest members of the James Morrison
Society, a gift club for those making a provision
for Transylvania in their estate planning. He has
provided financial support for the 225th Anniver-
sary Campaign, the Transylvania Annual Fund,
the Clive M. Beck Athletic and Recreation Center,
and the William T. Young Endowed Scholarship
Fund. He is brand performance consultant for
Choice Hotels International.
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For Brenda S. Bell ’67, the
Timeless Traditions theme of

Alumni Weekend 2007 not only
brought to mind the classic images
of dorm life, ball games, and dances
at Transylvania, it also reminded her
of the core values of a liberal arts edu-
cation, which she centers on curiosity,
community, and commitment.

“A traditional Transylvania
education fosters curiosity, encourages
the broadening of a community, and
helps students explore commitment,”
Bell said to her alumni celebration
luncheon audience in the William T.
Young Campus Center. “These tra-
ditions are not time-bound—they are
timeless, and they create us as lifelong
learners engaged in the world.”

Bell’s career has focused on
empowering citizens in communities
in the United States and abroad by
improving adult education and
literacy. After completing a B.A. in
sociology at Transylvania, she earned
a master’s in adult education from the
University of Tennessee. Her current
position as senior program adviser
with the Education Development
Center based in Newton, Mass., takes
her to Afghanistan, the Philippines,
South Africa, and India.

Even as she travels the world, Bell,
who lives in Maryville, Tenn., told
the alumni that she cherishes her
Transylvania years and the education
that formed the basis for her life and
career.

“Some of the academic and social
questions I started forming during
my years at Transylvania have lasted
a lifetime,” Bell said. “Classes in soci-
ology, anthropology, religion, history,
political science, philosophy, and psy-
chology with professors like Ben
Lewis, Ben Burns, Phil Points, Paul
Fuller, Joe Binford, Joy Query, Lois
DeFleur, and John Wright sparked
my intellectual curiosity. I was curious
about people who didn’t show up in
history books and were left out of the
decision-making.”

Timeless Traditions
BRENDA BELL ’67 SPEAKS 
eloquently on the values 
of a liberal arts education

A L U M N I  W E E K E N D  2 0 0 7
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A long way from home

Akira Matsumoto ’62 and his wife, Nobue, returned to
Transylvania from Tokyo for the first time in 20 years to
attend Alumni Weekend 2007. Akira is president and owner
of the Matsumoto International House in Tokyo, which
hosts foreign students and scholars studying in Japan.

“I was surprised to see a quite new campus,” said Akira.
“But still, you have good harmony of the buildings. We can
hardly say which is old and which is new. I stayed in Hazel-
rigg Hall as a student. It was quite a sentimental journey to
come here.”

Akira and Nobue were encouraged to make the trip by
two of his fellow Transylvanians, Dot Watson ’62 and Tom
Watson ’61. Akira and Nobue sat with the couple at the
alumni celebration luncheon. “Tom spent two years in Japan
as a naval officer, but I didn’t get to see him then,” said
Akira. “Their letter really encouraged me to come.”

The view from 1967
Jan Anestis ’67 was reunion

co-chair for her class for Alumni
Weekend 2007. Afterwards, she
wrote an e-mail to her classmates,
both those in attendance and those
who missed the event, that caught
some of the spirit of the weekend.
Here are some excerpts.

On celebration luncheon speaker
Brenda Bell ’67:

“Many people walk calmly
through life, and as they mature,
they slowly temper youthful enthu-
siasm, or at least their behavior. If
they once sang solos, they now
sing in a quieter voice. If they were
the first on the dance floor, per-
haps now they dance the occasion-
al slow dance. And on issues of
politics, social policy, or education,
their opinions migrate toward the
middle, tempered by experience
and an ebbing of intellectual pas-
sion. None of those things apply to
Brenda! Her speech gave us a
glimpse of a woman for whom life
has been defined by curiosity, con-
viction, creativity, and a spirit that
defies containment. I can imagine
Brenda at 90, choosing white water
rafting over bingo. Life jacket?
Who needs a life jacket?”

On reunion giving:
“Wanda Poynter Cole and Dave

Miller led an incredibly successful
campaign for our class gift. I think
class gift chair is an awesome
role—not the easiest of reunion
year tasks, but so important to the
life of the University. The money we
all give helps ensure that young
people who need financial aid can
fulfill their dreams just as we did.”

On the passage of time:
“It never fails to amaze me that

years matter so little...that the peo-
ple we knew those many years ago
appear slightly changed physically,
perhaps a little wiser, certainly a bit
more at ease in their bodies, but
essentially the same. It is a trip Back
to the Future, an evening of Peggy
Sue Got Married.... We are who we
have become, but also who we
were. I am delighted to have spent
time with you all again.”

■ Clockwise, from top left, Anne England
Mulder ’57, Cora Anne Lewis Thomas
’57, and Mary Lou Dietrich Harmon ’56;
luncheon speaker Brenda Bell ’67; Erin
Monfort Hansen ’02 and husband, Dirk
Hansen, Amanda Harris ’02, Becky
Sanders Wallace ’02 and husband, James
Wallace; Casey Clark ’97, Jennifer Hays
and Jason Whitaker ’97, with daughter
Lindsay; Bill Bryden ’43 and Susan
Shearer, wife of President Charles L.
Shearer. Photos by Joseph Rey Au
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Eight new members were inducted into
the Pioneer Hall of Fame during

Alumni Weekend 2007, including
Lawrence R. Kopczyk ’80, an All-American
basketball player, and Kelly Galloway
Willoughby ’85, a national level tennis
player. Other inductees were basketball
standouts W. Thomas Browning ’66 and
David L. Yewell ’64, state championship
field hockey players Connie D. Oliver ’82
and Mary J. Rogers ’84, Division I football
coach Edward F. Camp Jr. ’30 (posthu-
mously), and football star M. Vernon
Tucker ’37.

The Pioneer Hall of Fame recognizes
former athletes and coaches who are alumni
of the University and others who have made
outstanding contributions to the field of
athletics, thereby bringing honor to Tran-
sylvania.

W. Thomas Browning ’66 lettered
four years in baseball and three in basket-
ball at Transylvania, receiving the Lynn
Stewart Award in basketball in 1964, the
Homerun Record Award in baseball in
1965, and the T-Club Award in 1966.
He was a member of the 1964-65 bas-
ketball team that played in the NAIA
national tournament in Kansas City.

The late Edward F. Camp Jr. ’30
was a standout basketball, baseball, and
football player at Transylvania. In 1946
he was hired to restart the University of
Louisville’s football program, dormant
during World War II. He coached the
Cardinals for 23 seasons, finishing with a
won-lost-tied record of 118-95-2 to

become U of L’s winningest football
coach. He coached future NFL greats
Johnny Unitas, Lenny Lyles, Doug Buf-
fone, and Ernie Green.

Lawrence R. Kopczyk ’80 scored
1,204 points during his Transylvania
basketball career and earned both player
and academic All-American recognition.
As a senior, he led the NAIA in free
throw shooting, ranked 20th in scoring
with a 20.1 points per game average, and
was twice named NAIA Player of the
Week. Also in his senior year, he was
Transy’s Most Valuable Player and male
Pioneer Athlete of the Year. He played
one season of professional basketball in
Greece.

Connie D. Oliver ’82 participated in
four varsity sports at Transylvania, letter-
ing all four years in field hockey and bas-
ketball. She also lettered in tennis and
volleyball. She led the Pioneer field
hockey team in goals in 1978 and 1980,
won Transy’s Outstanding Offensive
Player Award in 1980 and 110 Percent
Award in 1981, and was a three-year
member of the All-State team.

Mary Jean Rogers ’84 excelled in
field hockey, basketball, softball, and ten-
nis at Transylvania, earning 12 letters
and winning the female Pioneer Athlete
of the Year Award in 1984. She played

on state championship teams in field
hockey and softball. In basketball, she
scored 1,320 points, made the KWIC
All-Tournament team for three years,
and the Kodak All-District team.

M. Vernon Tucker ’37 played football
for the Pioneers from 1933-36 and was a
member of the T-Club for three years.
As a senior fullback, he was credited by
the 1937 Crimson as playing a “bang-up
game throughout the season. His great-
est game was against Georgetown, in
which he knifed his way through the
Tiger line for long gains.”

Kelly Galloway Willoughby ’85
was a three-sport standout at Transylva-
nia. In tennis, she captured the KWIAC
and NAIA District 32 singles and dou-
bles championships and qualified for the
NAIA national tournament three times.
She scored 781 points in basketball and
received the Captain’s Award in 1985,
and was a four-year starter in softball.

David L. Yewell ’64 was a starter on
the 1962-63 Pioneer basketball team
that was the first to qualify for post-sea-
son play and compete in the NAIA
national championship in Kansas City.
He played center/forward on that team,
which posted a 20-9 record and won the
Kentucky/Indiana Athletic Conference
championship. He was named Transy’s

■ From left, M. Vernon Tucker ’37, Mary Jean Rogers ’84, David L. Yewell ’64, Connie D.
Oliver ’82, W. Thomas Browning ’66, Kelly Galloway Willoughby ’85, and Lawrence R.
Kopczyk ’80.

PIONEER HALL OF FAME 2007PIONEER HALL OF FAME 2007
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Family and friends watched from the
bright spring lawn as Transylvania

awarded 238 bachelor of arts degrees on
the steps of Old Morrison on May 26. 

David A. Jones, co-founder and
chairman emeritus of Humana Inc. and a
member of the Transylvania Board of
Trustees, delivered the commencement
address to the joyous crowd. Drawing on
his life story, Jones spoke about the char-
acteristics necessary for success: “Integrity,
teamwork, clarity of purpose, high expec-
tations, and clear communication.” He
added that optimism is vital to these traits,
and reminded the graduates that even
when things look bleak, “The sun will
shine tomorrow.”

A well-known Louisville entrepreneur,
philanthropist, and civic leader, Jones told

the graduates, “You’re going to expand
and put to exciting uses the base of knowl-
edge and understanding developed here.
You will undertake the necessary and often
difficult tasks required of you and earn the
joy of accomplishment.”

Jones read from the Walker Gibson
poem Advice to Travelers and urged the
graduates to consider, “Who are you and
where are you going?,” a question this
class had already begun to answer.

Sixty-five percent of this graduating
class studied abroad while at Transy,
including Mark A. Rouse, a history major
from Lexington, who spoke on behalf of
the students. 

Rouse asked his classmates to look to
the future rather than cling to the past.
“We can build on our experiences from

the past, but if we dwell on them we will
not be able to experience life to the fullest,”
he said. 

Before leaving his class with congrat-
ulations, he offered this advice: “Whatever
you do in your life, love it.”

During the commencement ceremony,
Jones was presented with the President’s
Award in recognition of extraordinary con-
tributions of service and financial support
to Transylvania.

Jones is a founding member of the
Bingham Board of Trust, which oversees
the University’s Bingham Awards for
Excellence in Teaching Program. With his
wife, Betty, he created the David and Betty
Jones Fund for Faculty Development. He
and his family have supported virtually
every major Transylvania initiative over
the years, including the William T. Young

16 TRANSYLVANIA

Advice  to  Travelers
Speaker offers encouragement to adventurous graduating class

BY LORI-LYN HURLEY

■ From left, Lanetta Honey, Jin Shi, Lynsey Matisz, Joshua McDaniel, Kevin Price, and Monique Schreiner

Smiles of Commencement 2007
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As Transylvania’s newest
graduates venture out to begin their
careers or continue their learning in
graduate or professional schools, here
are three members of the class of
2007 with interesting outcomes.

Blythe Duckworth, a sociology
major from
Harrison, Ohio,
planned to
enter the field
of speech lan-
guage patholo-
gy. However, a
recent internship
with AIDS Vol-

unteers of Lexington turned her
focus to the non-profit sector and
specifically to a newly designed
internship program with the Jessie
Ball duPont Fund in Jacksonville,
Fla. Now Duckworth has been
named to one of the two internship
positions offered by the fund.

In the first year of the internship,
Duckworth will learn about grant-
making by handling grants herself,
visit programs that are already up and
running, and sit in on board
meetings. In the second year, she will
participate in a certificate program,
most likely at Georgetown University,
and spend two or three months work-
ing at a different non-profit.

Duckworth was one of 17
applicants interviewed for the
position following a national search.
The Jessie Ball duPont Fund makes
grants to more than 330 eligible
organizations identified by duPont
in her will, including Transylvania. 

“I am very excited about this
opportunity to work with the duPont
Fund,” said Duckworth. “This really
is a perfect fit for me as I leave Tran-
sylvania and explore the non-profit
sector.”

Brian Epling, a political science
major from
Owensboro, Ky.,
received the
2007-08 Ful-
bright English
Teaching Assis-
tant Award to
teach English
conversation in

a secondary school in South Korea.
Epling will work in South Korea

for one year, living with a host family
provided by the school. His duties
will include 20 hours a week of class
time teaching English conversation
under the supervision of a certified
Korean teacher. Additional time will
be spent for class preparation and
assisting Korean teachers in planning
lessons.  

“While in South Korea, I hope to
pursue academic interests through
learning the language and exploring
Korean culture,” said Epling. “More
importantly, I want to avoid being a
yearlong ‘tourist’ and help dispel
stereotypes about Americans abroad
by becoming involved in the local
community.”

Haley Riney, an exercise science
major from
Owensboro,
Ky., received
the University
of Kentucky
Cralle Fellow-
ship to enter
the graduate
physical therapy

program this fall. 
The one-year $15, 000 fellowship

also includes a tuition scholarship
and student health insurance. It is
for an entering student who is a grad-
uate of one the 20 four-year inde-
pendent colleges and universities
affiliated with the Association of
Independent Kentucky Colleges and
Universities. The recipient is chosen
annually by the Joan Cralle
Day/Cralle Foundation Fellowship
selection committee from a pool of
applicants.

“The Cralle Fellowship is a won-
derful honor, and I am extremely
grateful to have received this
scholarship as a reward for my efforts
as a student and athlete for Transy,”
said Riney. “My solid educational
background at Transy has been
pivotal in preparing me for a future
in the field of physical therapy. Being
awarded the Cralle Fellowship will
further enable me to reach my future
academic and professional goals at
UK and within the community.” 

Scholars program and the William T. Young
Campus Center.

In 1981, Jones was awarded an honorary
degree by Transylvania, and he received the
Transylvania Medal in 1994 for his friendship
and outstanding service in promoting the
interests of the University.

Jones joined with friend and law firm col-
league Wendell Cherry and four other
investors to open Heritage House, a
Louisville nursing home, in 1962. Over the
next three decades, Jones and Cherry moved
the company, which took the name Humana
in 1974, from the nursing home business to
become the nation’s largest hospital
company, then one of its major health
insurance providers. Jones stepped down
from the CEO role in 1997 and retired as
chairman in 2005.

Jones is one of Louisville’s most active
philanthropists and civic leaders. The
Humana Festival of New American Plays at
Actors Theater of Louisville is a premiere
national event for showcasing new theatrical
talent, and Jones has been a board member
of such organizations as the Greater Louisville
Fund for the Arts and the Kentucky Center
for the Arts. In 2004, he received the Milner
Award from the Governor’s Awards in the
Arts program for his commitment to the arts
in Kentucky. He and his family recently made
a major commitment of time and resources
to the City of Parks, a long-term project to
expand and connect Louisville’s extensive
parks system.  ■

Photos by Joseph Rey Au and Helena Hau
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Going their separate ways
■ From left, Chairman of the Board of

Trustees William T. Young Jr., student
speaker Mark Rouse, commencement
speaker David A. Jones, and President
Charles L. Shearer
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When asked what advice she would
give to people just starting out in

life, Gwen Mayes responds, “Remember,
luck follows those in motion.” It is a
principle she has applied to her life since
graduating from Transy in 1978 with a
double major in biology and pre-medi-

cine.
Mayes works in Washington, D.C.,  as

director of government relations for
Abiomed, a company that develops, man-
ufactures, and markets advanced medical
technologies designed to assist or replace
the pumping function of the failing heart.
She is dedicated to her mission, which is
to ensure that Medicare and HMOs cover
expenses associated with the devices. She
began her career, however, as a respiratory
therapist, and excelled in a variety of
positions involving public health,

journalism, speaking, and law before
landing in her present position at Abiomed. 

“It’s fair to say that my career path looks
a little like a paper airplane at times,” Mayes
said. “It’s taken different shapes and sizes.”

After earning her master’s degree in
medical science with a specialty in advanced
respiratory diseases from Emory University
in 1980, Mayes first worked as a physician’s
assistant in a surgical intensive care unit.
She then became director of education and
transplant coordinator for LifeLink of
Georgia, a non-profit organ and tissue
recovery organization, where she became
a recognized expert in organ donation and
transplantation, and a public health ana-
lyst.

Mayes has also been a freelance writer
on wellness issues, a wellness columnist
and feature writer for Today’s Woman mag-
azine, and a popular conference speaker
on health and legal issues.

In 2000, Mayes received her juris doctor
degree with honors from the University of
Maryland School of Law, and was later
appointed executive director for the Office
of Women’s Physical and Mental Health
with the Kentucky Cabinet for Health Serv-
ices. Mayes later worked as project officer
for U.S. Surgeon General Antonia Novello,
practiced law, and, for several years, ran
her own consulting firm.

While at first glance it may appear that
her varied professional pursuits have taken
her down a winding road, closer
examination shows that Mayes has always
stayed true to a central calling.

“I can look at all of these endeavors
and see that they were all part of a master
plan, a mosaic,” she said. “When I look
back at every career and every job, there’s
been a common theme of healthcare, health
policy, law, and how society interfaces with
critical medical decisions.” 

It was a calling she first answered as a
Transy student when she read Elizabeth
Kubler Ross’s On Death and Dying and
became interested in informed consent and
health rights issues.

■ Gwen Mayes ’78 has succeeded in a
varied career involving public health,
journalism, speaking, and law.

A Central Calling
The varied career of Gwen Mayes ‘78 
ultimately centers on medicine and society

BY LORI-LYN HURLEY
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I was so excited when
Transy offered a new course
called Medical Sociology,”
she said. “The course work
included looking at issues
around grief, death and dying,
and the right to die. We
visited nursing homes and
wrote our own wills. This was
in the 1970s, and even then
I was very intrigued by the
interplay between medicine
and how decisions were made
about healthcare, and
whether it was the
government or society making those deci-
sions.”

The pull that Mayes felt toward
medicine and law, and the area where the
two intersect, stumped her career
counselors but made perfect sense to her.
She knew she wasn’t willing to give up one
passion at the expense of the other.

“I had a medical background and I
chose to go to law school,” she said. “I
didn’t want to pick one over the other. It’s
taken a while before it all blended together;
it didn’t happen overnight. I feel like I’m
a cake that’s been in the oven a while.”

Listening to the call

Mayes, who headlined a women’s health
month program for students and
community members at Transy in 2002,
said that when she’s asked to talk to young
people, she tells them, “It’s important to
pay attention to what calls your name.”

It is by listening to that call that Mayes
was led to her current position. In the early
1990s, she was working for the federal gov-
ernment in Washington, D.C., when she
read a report about the artificial heart
program that was still being developed.
She was fascinated and began spending her
spare time reading about the artificial heart
and the future of the program. She
mentioned to one of her colleagues that
the most exciting job she could imagine
for herself 10 or 15 years down the road
would be to work on Medicare reimburse-
ment for the program. 

It was roughly 15 years later, in the sum-
mer of 2005, when Mayes was living in
Louisville and practicing law, that the job
specifically aimed at getting Medicare
coverage and reimbursement for the
artificial heart made by Abiomed came
open. 

“It’s really almost magical that this has
come about,” she said. “We all have
persistent interests and visions and ideas
that we hold on to, and certainly for me,

it s a joy to have a job that pulls
all of my interests together.”

Even when she didn’t
know how the journey she was
on would lead to fulfillment
of her goals, Mayes never lost
sight of her intention, which
was with her from the
beginning of her studies and
remained with her when she
shifted her focus from the
study of medicine to the study
of law.

“In law school, I wrote a
research paper in a bio ethics

class on the informed consent process for
the artificial heart program,” she said. “This
was long before I worked for Abiomed,
long before I was back in Washington. It’s
fascinating to me how these events unfold.
Your intention about what you want to do
in your profession has a real power.”

It’s a lesson that she aims to pass on.
“It’s a hope I have, to instill some
confidence in younger people that the
things they’re interested in today are really
there for a reason and that there’s a way to
cultivate that interest. To some degree,
choosing a career is not unlike picking up
the newspaper every day for a week. If you
flip through the paper, you’ll identify that
there are certain topics, certain issues, that
you naturally gravitate to, and that’s not
by mistake. My bet is whatever passion
draws you to that topic will be with you
for the rest of your life.”

A multi-disciplinary education

Education is important to Mayes, and
she credits her liberal arts background for
exposing her to many areas of study and
the idea that she could embrace more than
one.

“Liberal arts gives you exposure to a lot
of different things, and that helped me
broaden my horizons and whet my
appetite,” she said.

At Transy, Mayes was a resident assistant
for two years, president of the Student
Activities Board, and held offices in Phi
Mu sorority.

“I enjoyed my four years at
Transylvania,” Mayes said. “It was a
wonderful community. I got very involved
when I was in school, and I think the
exposure to leadership positions at a young
age helped to shape me tremendously.” 

Mayes describes herself as a fairly typical
pre-med student. “I thought I was going
to go to medical school,” she said. “Events
didn’t unfold that way, and then I headed
out on this kind of winding path, but I

always looked at Transy as a foundation
and a good friend,” Mayes said. 

She said her Transy professors provided
her with advice over the years, including
chemistry professor Gerald Seebach, whom
Mayes visited while she was in graduate
school, and the late chemistry professor
Monroe Moosnick, who was her adviser
and mentor. 

“Even 10 years after I graduated, I
would still go back and seek the advice of
Dr. Moosnick,” she said. 

Weaving the threads

Mayes remains passionate about a variety
of healthcare issues, but these days, her
immediate goal is to continue to establish
and develop the Washington office for
Abiomed. “I’m the first person in this job,”
she said. “It’s a new venture for me, and
it’s a new venture for the company. I want
to build a strong voice for the company
and these products and the patients who
benefit from them.”

She has not abandoned her passion for
writing, either. In her spare time, she
teaches writing workshops, and she
entertains the long term goal of writing
fiction in a way that would help people
understand the medical challenges that are
facing all of us. 

“I always tell people I’d love to be ‘Jane
Grisham’,” she said. “People learn from
reading good fiction, and cutting-edge
medical and legal issues, like improving
women’s access to healthcare, and making
room in society for the artificial heart, and
genetic discrimination, would make for
spicy reading. I hope to pursue that passion
along with what I’m doing in Washing-
ton.”

Luck follows those in motion, and
Mayes shows no signs of complacency. She
has found in her latest accomplishment,
however, a way to bring her interests
together in a satisfying combination. She
is proving that luck also follows determi-
nation.

“There’s a beautiful song by Carole
King called Tapestry,” she said. “It’s about
how you can look at the back of a tapestry
and it looks like random fibers, random
weavings, but you turn it over and it creates
a beautiful picture. I would definitely say
my career and professional development
have been along those lines. If you looked
at each endeavor in isolation, there might
not appear to be a common theme, but
when you put them together, the theme
emerges. It’s comforting and certainly
exciting for me to have put those pieces
together.”  ■

It’s 
important

to pay
attention

to 
what calls
your name
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’49Eddy R. Whitaker, Louisville, and his 
wife, Rosetta, will celebrate their 60th

wedding anniversary on September 5.

’52Dianne Fischer Seymour, Fresno, 
Calif., welcomed her first great-grand-

child, Isabella Grace Sage, born March 17.

’55Autumn Stanley, Portola Valley, 
Calif., has sold her extensive archive

on women inventors to Iowa State University,
which is converting the material to archival
storage for use by scholars. The first (20th-
century) installment consists of 50 boxes of
books, correspondence, clippings, research
notes, manuscripts, and biographical material
collected during research for her book
Mothers & Daughters of Invention (Scarecrow
Press, 1993; Rutgers paperback, 1995). Still
to come are the 19th-century section of the
archive and a smaller, separate archive of
material on the 19th-century magazine editor

and reformer Charlotte Smith (1840-1917),
on whom Autumn has just finished a
biography. Tentatively titled More Hell and
Fewer Dahlias, the manuscript is under review
by Lehigh University Press. Iowa State plans
an opening ceremony when the archive is
complete.

’62Morris Jay Ambrose, Golden, Colo., 
was inducted into the Atherton High

School Hall of Fame during a ceremony in
April in Louisville. Ambrose is a nationally
distributed columnist and former editor of
the El Paso Herald Post and Denver’s Rocky
Mountain News.

’63Paul L. LeRoux, Chicago, is the author 
of Visual Selling: Capture the Eye and

the Customer Will Follow, a book published
by John Wiley Press.

Michael R. Mitchell, Tarzana, Calif.,
represented Transylvania on February 3 at

the presidential inauguration at Harvey
Mudd College in Claremont, Calif.

’66William F. Reed, Louisville, was pre-
sented the Outstanding Service

Award by the Kentucky High School
Coaches Association at the Boys State
Basketball Tournament on March 23.

’69Robert N. Neske, Hastings, Neb., has 
retired from the U.S. Army after 20

years and has been called to be the dean of
St. Mark’s Episcopal Pro-Cathedral in Hast-
ings.

’70Barry H. Bronson, Lexington, was a
guest speaker at the SportBusiness

Magazine Conference in London. Bronson,
a 20-year marketing communications pro-
fessional at Lexington-based Ashland, Inc.,
and its Valvoline division, gave a speech titled
“Activating Sponsorship to Meet Business
Objectives” and spoke about NASCAR mar-

AlumniNEWS & NOTES

■ We believe this commencement photo was taken in 1951, but perhaps Transylvania readers can tell us for certain. The graduating sen-
iors are climbing the steps of Old Morrison and will enter the auditorium that ran the width of the building at that time, before remod-
eling after the fire of 1969 resulted in the smaller chapel of today.

Transylvania would like to 
publish your photos of
alumni events and personal
milestones. For consideration,
please send photos to
Transylvania Magazine,
Transylvania University, 
300 North Broadway, 
Lexington, KY 40508-1797.
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keting best practices.  In London, he dined
with Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity brother Bob
Goldsmith ’73, who lives in England.

’75Shearle L. Furnish, Amarillo, Tex., has 
been chosen as the first dean of

Youngstown State University’s new College
of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences in
Youngstown, Ohio. Before accepting this
position, Shearle was head of the Department
of English, Philosophy, and Modern
Languages at West Texas A&M University.

’77Daryl E. Arend, Louisville, retired in
2004 from teaching middle school

and is now teaching part time at the
University of Louisville. He is beginning to
travel and would enjoy renewing contacts
with other alumni.

’79Nancy L. Allf, Las Vegas, Nev.,
continues to practice law with the law

firm of Parsons, Behle & Latimer. She is
active in the state bar of Nevada, where she
was sworn in as president at the annual con-
vention in Squaw Valley in June.

’80Robert W. Rouse, Midway, Ky., has
joined the staff of the Prichard Com-

mittee for Academic Excellence as project
coordinator of the Commonwealth Institute
for Parent Leadership, a program that trains
parents to become more effective advocates
for their children’s education.

’83Judy Webb Lowry, Lexington, is a
sixth grade teacher and cheerleading

coach at Morton Middle School in
Lexington. She has two children, Betsy and
Carwell Gardner.

’88D. Scott Reynolds, Philadelphia, rep-
resented Transylvania on March 22

at the presidential inauguration at Temple
University.

’93John M. Copeland, Lexington, was
made partner at the accounting firm

of Dulworth, Breeding & Karns. He and his
wife, Tammy, have three children, Katie, 7,
Evan, 5, and John Mason, 1.

Christen Jones Pate, Texarkana, Ark., is a
senior physical therapist with HealthSouth
Rehab in Texarkana, Tex. She is married to
Eric Pate and they have two children, Trevor,
4, and Taylor, 1.

’94William O. “Dale” Amburgey, Con-
shocken, Pa., is director of enrollment

analysis at St. Joseph’s University in
Philadelphia. His wife, Kristy, continues to
work in the career development center at
Drexel University.

Brent P. Little, New York, taught the Medical
College Admission Test to a class of 100

prospective doctors at the University of Mel-
bourne in Australia. Brent will soon begin
his third year of residency in diagnostic
radiology at Albert Einstein-Montefiore

Medical Center in New York City.

Julie Danhauer Nowak, Richmond, Va., has
started her own business, Botanical Buddies,
which makes all-natural personal care and
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Distinguished Achievement Awards
Distinguished Achievement Awards were presented during Alumni Weekend 2007

to seven alumni who have distinguished themselves as Transylvanians through their
professional lives, standards of excellence, and community service.

Edward E. Ball Jr. ’57 was recognized for his significant career in
education. Now retired, he was formerly a professor at Western Ken-
tucky University, deputy superintendent of Franklin County and Ander-
son County schools in Kentucky, middle and high school teacher,
coach, principal, and executive director of the Kentucky Academy for
School Administrators.

Brenda S. Bell ’67 was honored for her achievements in education.
Her work has focused on improving adult education and literacy in the
United States and abroad. As senior program adviser for the Education
Development Center, she advises on initiatives in rural Afghanistan,
the Mindanao area of the Philippines, and South Africa. She was pre-
viously associate director of the Center for Literacy at the University of
Tennessee. 

Bruce K. Davis ’66 was recognized for his 27 years of service to the
Kentucky Bar Association, including 24 years as executive director.
Recently retired, he oversaw a virtual doubling of bar association
membership to 15,200 and an increase in access to legal assistance
for the poor. He also supervised implementation of KBA’s discipline
system. The association gave him its Outstanding Lawyer Award in
1998.

Anne England Mulder ’57 was honored for her significant contribu-
tions to education. She was named Woman of the Year in 1989 by
the American Association of Women in Community and Junior Col-
leges, and retired as president of Lake Michigan College in 1993. She
was previously a professor and development director at Nova South-
eastern University and interim dean in the school of education at
Grand Valley State University. The American Association of Community
Colleges gave her its Distinguished Service Award in 1995.

Christian K. Nielsen Jr. ’62 was recognized for his achievements in
broadcasting and banking. Working from the WUKY studios at the
University of Kentucky, he hosts “One Night Stand,” a nationally syn-
dicated show on National Public Radio featuring dance bands from
the 1930s to the present, and “Sentimental Journey,” a local program
with music of the late 1940s and early ’50s. He is a retired real estate
officer from Bank One in Lexington.

Dorothy C. Watson ’62 was honored for her 32-year career in teach-
ing, nursing, and healthcare administration in the United States and
abroad, and for her volunteer work. She received the Tennessee Public
Health Associations’ state award in 2005 and an outstanding alumna
in nursing award from Salve Regina College in 2006. As a volunteer at
Partners for Healing, a free medical clinic in Tullahoma, Tenn., she was
one of three women selected for “Make Mom’s Dream Come True”
on ABC-TV’s Live With Regis and Kelly.

Thomas C. Watson Jr. ’61 was recognized for his career in law and
the military. An attorney and retired U.S. Navy captain, he held numer-
ous posts over his 31-year Navy career, including commanding officer
of the U.S. Naval Legal Service Office in Yokosuka, Japan, and com-
manding officer of the Naval Justice School in Newport, Rhode Island.
He practices law on a limited basis in Tullahoma, Tenn.
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Class of 1942 – 65th Reunion
From left: Dot Steinbeck Smith, Ann Horton
Burns, Frances Hamilton Matarazzo, Dow
Kindred.

Class of 1947 – 60th
Reunion
Corbin Crutcher

Class of 1952 – 55th Reunion
From left: George Vaughn, Doris Loyd Ledendecker,
Betty Hubble Blakemore, Ginny Stevenson Bryant.

Class of 1957 – 50th Reunion/Newest Robert Barr Society Members
Front row, from left: Martha Heard George, Carol Weller Rawe-Heuerman, Mary Catherine Emmert Henry, Janis Wright Bell, Louise
Layne MacKay, Frances Doyle Duncan, Carol Smith Caswell, Kay Bosworth;  second row: Martha Jean Howard Fawbush, Libby Hender-
son, Jean Lollis Catlett, Carol Osborne Bradford, Fred Langsdale, Jo Stroker Elkins, Eddie Stubblefield, Clark Williamson, Howard
McKenzie; third row: Fred Allen, Bob Stiles, Bill Schiphorst, Cora Anne Lewis Thomas, Anne England Mulder, Mary Frances Thomas
Endicott, Phil Points; back row: Howard Fawbush, Ralph Wilson, Gene McCord, Ed Linberg, Ed Ball, Bill Endicott, John Elkins, William
Graul, Forrest Hahn. 

■ Robert Barr Society Reunion
From left: Wayne Bell ’40, Sue Oakes Vaughn ’56, George Vaughn ’52, Lutie Sharpe Azevedo ’42, Dot Steinbeck Smith ’42,
Virginia Marsh Bell ’44, Frances Hamilton Matarazzo ’42, Ginny Stevenson Bryant ’52, Anne Swords Alexander ’53, Corbin
Crutcher ’47, Dave Alexander ’53, Ann Horton Burns ’42, Clyde Arnold ’50.
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personal environment products. The Web
site is www.botanicalbuddies.com.

’96Jeremy C. Alexander and Jennifer 
Gerstle Alexander ’97 live in

Lexington with their two daughters, Raegan,
6, and Avery, 2. Jeremy works for Biomet.

’98Kasey M. Eidson, Pittsburgh, received 
her Ph.D. in microbiology and molec-

ular virology from the University of
Pittsburgh School of Medicine in December
and will graduate with her M.D. degree in
May 2008.

Leigh Bowen Lowe, Louisville, owns the
custom t-shirt quilt business, Campus Quilt
Co., which was featured on the Rachael Ray
Show in March 2007. Campus Quilt Co.
makes custom blankets and bedspreads out
of t-shirts and keepsakes clothing, and was
included during a segment of the show high-
lighting ways to preserve memories. 

’99J. Rodney Parker, Savannah, Ga., 
completed his first marathon in Jack-

sonville, Fla., in January with a time of 3
hours, 29 minutes, 55 seconds.

’01Ann E. D’Ambruoso, Lexington, 
graduated from the University of

Kentucky College of Law in May.

Roxanna “Rocki” Hatton Hill, Lexington,
works at SAFY foster care agency as a family
and youth therapist.

’02Tara Pennington Clark, Frankfort, Ky., 
passed the CPA exam and is a

supervisor with Myers and Stauffer.

’04Bethany Morgan Fansler, Oklahoma 
City, received her J.D. degree from

Oklahoma City University School of Law in
May.

Joshua H. Leet, Lexington, co-authored a
book with Joseph E. Murphy titled Building
a Career in Compliance and Ethics. The
book, published by The Society of Corporate
Compliance & Ethics, is available at
www.amazon.com.

Lindsay Robinson Driskell, Jeffersonville,
Ind., is financial aid adviser at the University
of Louisville.

’05Erin E. Jones, Lexington, is the
wellness director at the Beaumont

Centre Family YMCA.

MARRIAGES

Julie Carol Derringer ’93 and James Brett
Benge, October 25, 2006

David William Rice ’99 and Gabrielle Alanna
Myers, June 17, 2006

Ann Elizabeth D’Ambruoso ’01 and Justin
Thompson, March 19, 2005

Roxanna Lynne Hatton ’01 and Matthew
Wesley Hill, September 9, 2006

Melissa Kay Brooks ’06 and Jeremiah D. Mac-
Roberts, August 5, 2006

Ryan Tyler Preece ’07 and Melissa Carroll
Hart, June 3, 2006

BIRTHS

Dianne L. Davis ’86 and Christopher Brann,
a son, Alaric Orion Brann, January 9, 2007

Christopher T. Begley ’88 and Soreyda Begley,
a son, Aaron Taylor Begley, January 2, 2007

Rachel Meade Harper ’90 and Alex Harper,
a daughter, Lily Grace Harper, August 18,
2006

Jennifer Maxwell Payne ’92 and Charlie
Payne, a son, Matthew Charles Payne,
February 7, 2007

John M. Copeland ’93 and Tammy Copeland,
a son, John Mason Copeland, June 6, 2006

Julie Danhauer Nowak ’94 and Steve Nowak,
a daughter, Hallie Olivia Nowak, October
25, 2006

Mark G. Shearer ’94 and Kristi Shearer, a son,
Taylor Grey Shearer, March 29, 2007

Rebecca Stanley Larson ’95 and Bryan
Larson, a daughter, Elizabeth Belle Larson,
February 12, 2007

Ashley Hatcher Drury ’96 and Don Drury, a
daughter, Caroline Grace Drury, November
2, 2006

Carolyn Morris Pugh ’96 and Will Pugh, a
daughter, Annabelle Mary Pugh, January
29, 2007

Kristie Henderson Clark ’97 and Casey H.
Clark ’97, a daughter, Katye Anne Clark,
January 5, 2007

Marsha Mills Hubbs ’97 and Gary Hubbs, a
son, Jasper Isaac Hubbs, November 7, 2006

Brian L. Naylor ’97 and
Kimberly Branham Naylor ’98,
a son, Benjamin Edward David
Naylor, born May 21, 2006,
adopted October 22, 2006

Carol Munson Caudill ’98 and Travis Caudill,
a son, Owen Richard Caudill, January 30,
2007

Amanda Harvey  McWane ’98 and Mark
McWane, a daughter, Madeline Grace
McWane, February 19, 2007

John R. “Rob” Pearman Jr. ’98
and Julie Staton Pearman ’02,
a son, John Robert “Jay” Pear-
man III, January 25, 2007
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■ Stephanie Ann Marshall ‘03 and Jonathan Alan Bridges ‘02 were
married in Hawaii on the North Shore of Oahu at the Sullivan
Estate on July 15, 2006.  Transylvania alums in attendance were,
from left: Billy Bradford ‘02, Cory Bailey ‘02, Jonathon, Stephanie,
Julia Geiger ‘03, and Ariana Dowd ‘02.

■ Cheryl Elaine Frith ’03 and Nathan Lane Vanderford
were married on August 12, 2006.

WEDDINGS
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Anna Kremer-Schmitt Pray ’98 and Marty
Pray, a son, Luke Frederick Pray, March 30,
2007

Caroline Slater Burnette ’99 and W. Scott
Burnette, a son, Chapman-Scott Burnette,
September 6, 2006

P. Mitchell Crump ’99 and Shannon Bacher
Crump ’00, a daughter, Cameron Elizabeth
Crump, December 30, 2006

Janette Vaughn Horn ’99 and Garet Horn,
a son, Cole Garet Horn, February 26, 2007

Jana Nance Quinsenberry ’99 and Kevin
Quisenberry, a daughter, Lilyann Clare
Quisenberry, November 20, 2006

Farrah Pond Guerrant ’00 and Eric S. Guerrant
’00, a son, Matthew Guerrant, May 18, 2006 

Sharlene Taylor Blair ’01 and Jason D. Blair
’01, a son, Aidan Luke Thomas Blair,
December 6, 2006

Mitchell L. Meade ’01 and Jacqueline Siegler
Meade ’02, a son, Carson William “Wil”
Meade, March 15, 2007

Joshua P. Morris ’01 and Emily Heady Morris
’03, a daughter, Riley Emma Morris, January

22, 2007

Shana Spitzer Page ’01 and Steven Page, a
son, Horace Godfrey “HG” Page, February
2, 2007

Tara Pennington Clark ’02 and Jason Clark,
a son, Ethan Joseph Clark, February 11,
2007

Tara Hutchison Ray ’04 and William Michael
Ray ’03, a son, Jaxson Bishop Ray, November
17, 2006 

OBITUARIES

Only alumni survivors are listed.

Betty Campbell Badger ’36, Landgrove, Vt.,
died January 28, 2007. At Transylvania, she
was a member of Chi Omega sorority and
Stagecrafters. She taught English for one
year before moving to Vermont, where she
worked for National Life Insurance Company
in Montpelier. She later worked in New York
City while her husband was overseas during
World War II. She was active with the Land-
grove Library, and a member of the Second

Congregational Church of Londonderry and
the Londonderry Garden Club.

Cecil C. Sanders ’36, Lancaster, Ky., died
January 13, 2007. At Transylvania, he was
president of Pi Kappa Delta Honorary, a
member of Lampas, and played on the
football team. He attended the University
of Kentucky Law School and was selected
for training as a PT boat captain when he
volunteered for service in the U.S. Navy
during World War II. He was offered a
position in the Kennedy administration, but
refused in order to pursue his first love of
being a “country lawyer.”  He served on the
board of regents at Eastern Kentucky
University for 50 years, and was a trustee as
well as chairman of the board of Midway
College. He served the state during two
terms in the Kentucky House of
Representatives and one in the Senate. He
was a long-time active member of Lancaster
Christian Church.

Warren T. Carr ’38, Winston-Salem, N.C.,
died February 24, 2006. At Transylvania, he
was a member of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity
and played on the football team. He received
his master of theology degree from Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary and his doctor

RICK BERMAN FEATURED ON 60 MINUTES
Rick Berman ’64 had been interviewed

before by major print and broadcast media,
including The Wall Street Journal, USA Today,
and NBC Nightly News. But when the CBS News
magazine 60 Minutes recently came calling, the
Washington, D.C., lawyer and lobbyist admits it
was a different ballgame.

For starters, the 60 Minutes crew was exhaus-
tive in its approach, shooting 20 hours of film to
produce the 13-minute segment it aired. The
subject was Berman’s views on what he calls
the “nanny culture” of overbearing advocates
of government regulation, especially in the
areas of freedom of choice involving food,
drink, and restaurants.

Then there was the pressure of maintaining one’s focus during
a lengthy interview session.

“The sit-down interview with Morley Safer was over two
hours,” Berman said. “Over that period of time, if you’re trying
to keep your wits about you and not say anything stupid, it’s a
bigger test when you have to do it knowing that 20 million peo-
ple will be watching what comes out of your mouth.”

Berman launches his advocacy for free enterprise and con-
sumer choice from the offices of Berman and Company, which
he founded in 1986 and now employs 30 people. The company
engages in research, communications, advertising, and govern-
ment affairs work.

Berman’s basic point of view is that freedom of choice, espe-
cially in the area of food and drink, should be defended against

the advocates of government regulation. His
opponents cite studies showing the potential
dangers of such things as tuna, salt, diet soda,
and trans-fat, and want the government to step
in with regulation of the marketplace.

On the 60 Minutes segment, Berman’s pri-
mary opponent was Michael Jacobson with the
Center for Science in the Public Interest, who
accused Berman of wanting to “leave corporate
America unfettered of any regulations that pro-
tect the public’s health.” Jacobson’s side views
obesity as a disease and a national epidemic,
while Berman contends that, except for the
morbidly obese who have a physiological prob-

lem, obesity is a personal responsibility issue. “Taking long walks
and keeping your mouth shut will cure this ‘disease,’” Berman
said on the program.

Other examples of the exhaustive approach the 60 Minutes
crew took included their shooting five hours of film while
Berman’s company created a television ad, and then using about
15 seconds of it on the show, and filming an hour-and-a-half col-
lege class Berman was teaching and using about five seconds of it.

In the end, Berman felt 60 Minutes gave him a fair chance to
present his views, and that he more than held his own in verbal
sparring with his critics.

“I found it to be a challenging, but manageable experience,”
he said. “My going in attitude was, I’m probably going to take
some hits, but I’ll be happy if I get a tie out of it. When I
watched it, I thought we did better than a tie.”

■ Rick Berman, right, is shown
with Morley Safer of 60 Minutes
during taping of his segment
for the CBS News magazine.
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Class of 1962– 45th Reunion
Front row, from left: Dot
Couch Watson, Shirley Frey
McConahay, John Compton,
Judy Thomas MacDuffee,
Susan Archer Haynes, Martha
Jane Stone ’43; second row:
James Oliver, Julie Kaeser
Everett, Bob Stauffer, Mary
Inman Loper, John Williams;
third row: Bettie Lou Duff
Evans, Connie Watson Caudill,
Richard Michaels, Bill Bryan,
Randy Dyer, Doug Johnson,
Akira Matsumoto; back row:
Russell Wilson, Chris Nielsen.

Class of 1967 – 40th Reunion
Front row, from left: John Mansdorfer, Jay Gross, Virginia Neuhoff, Kathy Morris Riester, Jan Allinder Anestis,
Connie Mumford Houston, Brenda Bell; second row: Steve Hombach, Georgia Green Stamper, Grady Lehman,
Mac Harris, Chris Leonard Watkins, Wanda Poynter Cole, Bettye Stehle Burns, David McFadden; back row: Bud
Fairchild, Ernie Stamper, Steve Merriman, Rich Buchbinder, Jim Wheeler, Larry Webster, Jeff Abele, Bill McDonald.  

Class of 1972 – 35th Reunion
Front row, from left: Pat Hocker
Riddle, Becky Kennedy Burdick,
Ann Voris, Debbie Bird-Phelps,
Linda B’Hymer Mauser, Sandy
Steele Bowling; back row: J. B.
Embry, Ellen Imes Trachtenberg,
Leigh Lewis Blankenbeckler,
Beth Noble Campbell, Kay Thur-
mond, Jim Wilson.
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of divinity degree from Wake Forest
University. He served as pastor of Baptist
churches in Virginia, West Virginia, and
North Carolina, including Wake Forest
Baptist Church in Winston-Salem. He came
out of retirement to serve as interim pastor
at Unity Baptist Church in Winston-Salem
and First Baptist Church of Elkin. A writer
and celebrated speaker, he contributed to
the book The Pulpit Speaks on Race and was
the author of Baptism: Conscience and Clue
of the Church and At the Risk of Idolatry. 

John C. Cook ’38, Tucson, Ariz., died January
9, 2007. At Transylvania, he was a member
of Stagecrafters. After attending the
University of Kentucky Law School, he
entered the Army Air Corps during World
War II and retired in 1969 as an electronic

warfare officer. He spent three years as an
engineer in the ECM division of
Westinghouse Electric Corporation.

Elizabeth Davis Ewalt ’38, Cincinnati, wife
of Wolford M. Ewalt ’38, died March 20,
2007. At Transylvania, she was president of
Chi Omega sorority, a member of Lampas
and Stagecrafters, and crowned T-Club Mid-
winter Carnival Queen. She received her
master’s degree from Northwestern Univer-
sity.

A. Wayne Braden ’39, Ft. Worth, Tex.,
brother of Donald D. Braden ’30 and Dale
Braden Reading ’40, died January 24, 2007.
He was a member of Pi Kappa Alpha
fraternity. He received his master’s degree
from the School of Philosophy at the
University of Chicago, his doctor of divinity

degree at Lexington Theological Seminary,
and his Ph.D. in philosophy from the
University of Southern California. During
World War II, he served as a lieutenant in
the U.S. Navy Chaplain Corps. He served
pastorates in the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) in Huntington Park, Calif., Win-
chester, Ky., and Nashville. He was a professor
of homiletics at Brite Divinity School and a
dean at the University of Alabama at
Huntsville. He later worked for the Lamar
Society at the Association of Southern
Colleges and Universities and served, during
his retirement, in many churches throughout
the South.

Saramary Meininger Branham ’39,
Charleston, S. C., died November 10, 2006.
At Transylvania, she played clarinet in the
band. She served as regional president of
Christian Women Fellowship, treasurer of
Rural Mission, Inc., and treasurer of Melrose
Garden Club. 

Virginia Stewart Prewitt ’39, Mansfield
Center, Conn., wife of Charles W. Prewitt
’39, died January 29, 2007.  She was a
member of Phi Mu sorority. She taught home
economics in Ashland and Hazel Green, Ky.,
and worked as a chemist for du Pont. She
collaborated on the writing of home
economics textbooks and, with her husband,
worked with the ministry of education in
Afghanistan, where she trained home
economics teachers. The couple traveled
around the world working for the Sane
Freeze movement and devoted their time to
volunteer work for peace organizations. For
her peace work, she was presented with the
Arthur E. Higgins Award by the Connecticut
United Church of Christ.

Mary Esther Crossfield Brown ’40, Lawrence-
burg, Ky., died March 9, 2007. At
Transylvania, she was a member of Y.W.C.A.
and Lambda Omega. She was a member of
Fox Creek Christian Church, the Fox Creek
Homemakers, past president of Anderson
County Homemakers, and a member, past
worthy matron, and past secretary of the
Eastern Star. She retired from the State
Department of Agriculture after 28 years of
service and 36 years in the accounting field.

Marjorie Gaines Grad ’40, Jacksonville, Fla.,
died February 13, 2007. At Transylvania,
she was a member of the glee club. She
worked in libraries at the University of
Kentucky, Fort Knox, Ky., Transylvania, and
at the Lexington Public Library.

Carlton F. Elkin ’42, Louisville, died January
5, 2007. At Transylvania, she was a member
of Chi Omega sorority and head cheerleader
for the Crimson Club. A member of
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Distinguished Service Awards
Five alumni received Distinguished Service Awards during Alumni Weekend 2007

for outstanding service to Transylvania.

Ann Wallace Horton Burns ’42 had a close relationship with stu-
dents during the years (1962-80) that her husband, the late Ben Burns
’41, was a Transylvania professor and dean. She fed and entertained
students in their home and traveled abroad with them and her hus-
band, and continues to support the Ben Burns Scholarship Fund. She
served on the Alumni Executive Board from 1992-95, is a former presi-
dent of the Robert Barr Society, and is a member of the Transylvania
Women’s Club and the James Morrison Society.

John Morgan Compton ’62 has been a driving force within his class,
serving on reunion committees in 1997, 2002, and 2007. He twice
hosted his classmates for special reunion gatherings and dinners at
Gloryland Farm. He is a member of the Bluegrass Area Alumni Chapter
and the Pioneer Alumni Recruitment Team, and served on the Alumni
Executive Board from 1969-72.

Jack D. Ebel ’77 just marked his first anniversary as director of athlet-
ics at Transylvania and his 29th year of service to his alma mater. He
started Transy’s swimming and diving program in 1977 and was head
coach until 2006. He also coached men’s and women’s tennis from
1979-2000 and was assistant director of the William T. Young Campus
Center from 1983-2006. For many years he directed Transy’s swim les-
son program and All Sports Camp. He was a member of his class’s
reunion committee in 2002 and co-chair this year. He has hosted
alumni swim meets and events that honor alumni athletes.

Fred E. Peters ’77 has served on the Board of Visitors since 1999 and
is a former member of the Alumni Executive Board. He served on the
1997 and 2007 reunion committees for his class and hosted his class-
mates at his home for a 30th reunion gathering this year. A member
of the Bluegrass Area Alumni Chapter, he has provided financial and
fund-raising support for the new tennis complex.

Dorothy Joan Steinbeck Smith ’42 recently established the Dorothy
J. and Fred K. Smith Endowed Concert Series, an annual program that
will provide the campus community with top-quality musical entertain-
ment from many diverse genres, and the Sharon Sue Smith Memorial
Scholarship. Her late husband, Fred K. Smith, was a member of the
class of 1940. She is a member of the Robert Barr Society and the
James Morrison Society and assisted with her 50th class reunion.
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Class of 1977– 30th Reunion
Front row, from left: Sally Hutchison Humphreys, Sheila Carroll Lowther, Mary Teesdale Taylor, Sallylyn Doherty Williams, Lynn
Sowders McGaughey, Holly Chandler Harris, Doug Baldridge, Malinda Beal Wynn; second row: Karen Caldwell, Kay Highbaugh
Brown, Nancy Osborne, Lee McCullough Santana, Jim Horton, Randy Cooper, Jack Ebel; back row: Scott Brown, David Allen,
Tarbell Patten, Roger Michael, Richard Comley, Fred Peters, Mark Turner.

Class of 1982 – 25th Reunion
Front row, from left: Lynn Ann
Whaley Vogel, Nancy Wilkerson
Wilder, Lisa Brackett Mont-
gomery, Gina Evola Perry, Lisse
Willoughby Lawson, Beven Pace
Livingston; second row: Kevin
Clemmons, Vince Dini, Mandy
Allen Dini, Kim Scott, Jack
Hillard, Peter Heywood; third
row: Steve Rohlfing, Lisa Humes
Hebert, Kirk Tolle, May Harper,
Vince Barber, Victor Chewning;
back row: Jim Penney, Steve
Dobler, Brent Logsdon, William
Curlin, David Suddoth.

Class of 1987 – 20th Reunion
Front row, from left: Nancy Adams
Clark, Lori Floyd Haddix, Polly Cox,
Leigh McMurry Carr, Lisa Behle
Gaines, Jennifer Echsner Wallace;
second row: Mary Woodhead Hillen-
meyer, Billy Van Pelt, Emily Smathers,
Jennifer Mackey Degler, Karen Craig
Ogle, Mary Anne Hobbs McDaniel,
Yvonne Yancey Zavada; third row:
Pam Hall Campbell, Joel Caudill,
Gene Vance, Allen Haddix, Todd
Page, Brandl Skirvin; back row: Sue
Sears Moulder, Sam Simpson, Jay
Whaley, John Gaines, Steve Amato. 
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Class of 1992 – 15th Reunion
Front row, from left: Lori-Lyn Hurley, Lucy Points, Jane Baldridge Hesler, Cindy Cowgill Brumley, Susan Thompson Stallings, Sara Vance
Oliver, Kristina Moxley Lynch, Ashley Thacker Welch, Amy Adams Schirmer, Amy Jo Sorrell, Stacie McClane, Mary Lee Chance Smith; sec-
ond row: Dave Johnson, Natalie Ensminger Wyatt, Jennifer Robinson Proud, Beth Parsley Bruner, Haley Ammon Taylor, Chip Currens,
Mary Tom Tudor Hamrick, Lynn Whitson, Jeff Violette, Steve Stauffer, Shawn Stallings; third row: Danielle Langenbruch, John Kuchen-
brod, Amy Underhill Lang, Julie Roach Hodges, Jeff Truitt, Susan Tyler, Tracy Hawkins, Tony Hardin, Harry Sommerville, Jeff Dombroskas;
back row: Fred Burczyk, Graeme Lang, Joe Brumley, James Nisbet, Morgan Hodges, David Wise, Mac Thompson, Susan Marine, Steve
Frederick, Dave Spiggle.

Class of 1997 – 10th Reunion
Front row, from left: Hope Tipton, Kristie Henderson Clark, Falguni Amin-Zimmerman, Christie Fullerton-Baskette, Chrissy Boblitt Evans;
second row: Jason Whitaker, Jennifer Price, Erin Flaherty Powers, Angie Lane Moore, Casey Wood Hensley, Jennifer Gerstle Alexander,
Jenny Cook Greer; third row: Casey Clark, Julie Boyd Uhls, Colette Wagner Myers, Jan Taylor Johnson, Kara Griffith Carter, Anne Hutch-
erson Martin, Kevin Brown; back row: Lana Jreisat, Matt Lee, Ryan Norton, Josh Johnson, Todd Myers, Jason Deibel, Jason Zimmerman.

Class of 2002 – 5th Reunion
Front row, from left: Karen Bryden Joyce, Tara Pennington Clark, Stacey Clark, Jennifer O’Connor, Lisa Bell Strunk, Leigh Schwarzel;
second row: Sally Francisco Billings, Melonie Proctor, Erin Monfort Hansen, Amanda Harris, Jessica Campbell, Sara Veeneman, Amy Vice,
Christy Henson; third row: Betsy Chatham, Amanda Graham Kincaid, Becky Sanders Wallace, Adam Applegate, Laurel Lackey Basil,
Katherine Lobe, Lindsay McWilliams Workman, Sarah Anderson, Robert Croft; back row: Greg Darnell, Jon Bridges, Aaron Sutton, David
Verville, Skip George, Jeremy Fields, Billy Bradford, Jim Burton.
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Highlands Presbyterian Church and
Lancaster Christian Church, she was retired
from Seagrams Distillery. 

Marvin T. Wells ’42, Shelbyville, Ky., died
December 22, 2005. He was a graduate of
the University of Kentucky and served in the
U.S. Army Air Corps during World War II.
He worked in the government
education/rehabilitation farm program for
15 years, taught high school science and
biology in Jefferson County, Ky., for 13 years,
and worked as an agricultural insurance field
representative for 10 years before his
retirement. 

Frances Marion Williams ’42, Elkton, Ky.,
died December 27, 2005. At Transylvania,
she was a member of Stagecrafters and held
the office of chaplain in Phi Mu sorority. She
attended Western Kentucky State University
and Austin Peay State University. She was
retired from her 44-year career as a high
school librarian and was the author of The
Story of Todd County, Ky. 1820-1970 and A
Mother Goose History for Grown-Ups and
Children.

Dorothy Monson Ford ’47, Cynthiana, Ky.,
died April 21, 2007. She was a member of
Chi Omega sorority. A retired teacher, she
was a member of Indian Creek Christian
Church, past president of the Harrison
County Garden Club, Woman’s Club of Har-
rison County, and Democratic Woman’s
Club of Harrison County. She was a former

■ Fifteen employees of Landsdowne Elementary School in Lexington share a Transylvania
connection. Pictured are, seated in front: Ann Broderson, primary paraeducator and for-
mer Transy physical education instructor; front row, from left: Susan Snowden DuArte
’73, social worker; Jeanne Beverly Bethel ’59, kindergarten paraeducator; Marsha
Cassity ’79, second grade teacher; Candy Caine Zaluski ’71, former librarian, now library
resource specialist for Fayette Co.; Sheila Coldiron Cawood ’68, fourth grade teacher;
Colette Wagner Myers ’97, Quest teacher; back row, from left: Meredith McCauley,
daughter of Scott ’71 and Janet Willey McCauley ’72, sister of Mason McCauley ’07,
third grade teacher; Jan Taylor Johnson ’97, psychologist; Jana Meece Koehler ’70, pro-
fessional staff assistant; Ann Stafford Dahl ’69, intermediate paraeducator; Ron
Schmidt, father of Bryan Schmidt ’95, professional staff assistant. Not pictured are:
Karen Mullins Botts ’93, ESL teacher; Theresa Wilson Currier ’81, kindergarten teacher;
and Joan Bolton, mother of Catrice Bolton ’04, third grade teacher.

The topic of discussion is teaching in all of its aspects when
the Emerson Club, a group comprised of Transylvania educa-
tion alumni, meets at the home of education professor Amy
Maupin. The group’s main purpose, however, is helping her
former students sustain what they’ve learned in Transylvania’s
education program, which is rooted in humanism.  

“We want to nurture their core,” Maupin said, “the initial
calling that brought them to education.” She said that in many
cases, the deep reasons that her former students wanted to go
into teaching have been pushed aside by the accountability
movement, which measures student, teacher, and school per-
formance based on assessments tied to strict standards, rather
than broader goals.

The idea for the club was born out of conversations
between Maupin and education professor Angela Hurley, who
wanted to create a support group for recent graduates teach-
ing in the central Kentucky area. 

It was Hurley’s idea to call the group the Emerson Club after
transcendentalist Ralph Waldo Emerson, whose essay The
American Scholar promotes the idea of teachers as intellectu-
als. The reference to transcendentalism is a play on the word
“transcend,” as the group seeks to transcend the typical
notions of schooling methods and address the deeper purpose

of teaching. 
Jill Abney ’04, a teacher at Madison Southern High School

in Madison County, Ky., said the Emerson Club allows for
much needed discussion among peers. “Although teachers
spend all day in a room surrounded by people,” she said, “we
are so often isolated from our professional colleagues.” 

Abney hopes the club will become a voice that guides edu-
cation on some level, a sentiment echoed by Emerson Club
member Rebecca Mueller ’00.

Mueller, who teaches at Bryan Station High School in Lex-
ington, said, “Beyond the personal value, I also believe in the
broader goals of the club—to educate and engage various
stakeholders in our attempts to temper the dominance of test
scores and broaden the definition of ‘assessment’ in our
schools.”

U.S. Representative Ben Chandler (D.-Ky.) has expressed an
interest in attending a meeting of the Emerson Club, and the
group has plans for expansion. A Web site and blog are in the
works, and the club hopes to produce a publication. In the
future, the Emerson Club will open to a wider audience, and
could incorporate opportunities for alums who are teaching to
connect with current education students.

Emerson Club provides support for new teachers
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member of the Kentucky Historical Society,
Kentucky Democratic Delegate Selection
Committee, Harrison Memorial Hospital
Auxiliary, American Legion Auxiliary, and
Buena Vista Homemakers Club. She was a
past board member of the Harrison

Memorial Hospital, Kentucky Child Abuse
Council, and Kentucky Federation of
Women’s Clubs. She participated in breast
cancer awareness campaigns and was an avid
supporter of Hospice of the Bluegrass.

Hugh C. “Buddy” Adams ’48, Nicholasville,

Ky., husband of Mary Helen Van Arsdall
Adams ’48, died January 31, 2007. At Tran-
sylvania, he played on the basketball team
and was a member of Pi Kappa Alpha
fraternity and Lampas, he was vice president
of the student council, and was first attendant
to Mr. Pioneer in 1947. He attended the
University of Kentucky and was a retired
teacher and school administrator in Jessamine
County, Ky. He was a member of the
Nicholasville Christian Church, where he
had served as a deacon. A veteran of the U.S.
Army Air Corps., he was past president of
the Nicholasville Lions Club, served as
chairman of the Nicholasville Senior Citizens
Center board, and was a member of the
Burgin Lions Club, the Nicholasville Rotary
Club, and Jessamine Council of the Arts.

Andrew N. Hopkins ’49, Lexington, husband
of Anna Lee Coop Hopkins ’49, died April
16, 2007. He was a member of Pi Kappa
Alpha fraternity. He earned his master’s
degree from the University of Kentucky and
served in the U.S. Army during World War
II. He coached football and taught school
in Wheelersburg, Ohio, and Lexington. He
was an associate principal at Henry Clay High
School for several years and was the first
athletic director of Fayette County Schools.
In 1966, The Courier-Journal named him
High School Football Coach of the Year and
the Lexington Herald-Leader named him
Best Football Coach in Kentucky. In 2006,
he was inducted into the Transylvania Pioneer
Hall of Fame. He was also selected for the
Henry Clay High School Hall of Fame in
2007 and the Wheelersburg High School
Hall of Fame in 2003. He was a member of
Woodland Christian Church.

Antonio A. Vertuca ’49, Lima, Ohio, died
February 9, 2007. He attended the
University of Kentucky and was a U.S. Air
Force veteran of World War II. He was a
member of the Knights of Columbus, the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,
Lodge 54, and St. Charles Borromeo
Catholic Church. He was past president of
the local United Italian Charitable
Organization and instrumental in initiating
the Italian language program at Lima Central
Catholic High School. He was retired from
Westinghouse Aerospace.

Rene L. Gautier ’50, Harrodsburg, Ky., died
March 24, 2007.

Chloe Anne Winters Hammond ’57, Circle
Pines, Minn., died February 2, 2007. At
Transylvania, she was a member of Phi Mu
sorority and Phi Beta, and she played in the
band. She attended the University of
Kentucky and was retired from her position
as benefits manager at People’s First National
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Eckenhoff receives presidential appointment and
major honor from hospital association

A presidential appointment and a top honor from the
American Hospital Association came almost on top of one
another this spring for Edward A. Eckenhoff ’66, presi-
dent, CEO, and founder of the National Rehabilitation Hos-
pital in Washington, D.C.

In March, President Bush named Eckenhoff to the Presi-
dent’s Commission on Care for America’s Returning Wound-
ed Warriors, a nine-member group charged with investigat-
ing the treatment of wounded service members in the wake
of a public scandal over outpatient care at Walter Reed
Army Medical Center. The commission is chaired by former

senator Robert J. Dole and former health and human services secretary Donna E.
Shalala.

The investigation was sparked by a Washington Post series documenting substan-
dard living conditions for wounded outpatient soldiers at Walter Reed and bureau-
cratic ineptitude at dealing with their problems.

Eckenhoff, long recognized as a national innovator in rehabilitation medicine, said
the commission is working as much as two days a week and will present the presi-
dent its formal report by the end of July. The investigation encompasses the entire
military healthcare system, from the care provided wounded service members in the
field to stabilization of their condition in a U.S. hospital in Germany, their care at the
more than 200 Department of Defense and Veteran’s Administration hospitals, and
the long-term therapy they receive when they return home.

“Our recommendations will hopefully bring about a much better, more seamless
healthcare system for our wounded service members,” said Eckenhoff. “We want all
the 200-plus hospitals to talk with each other to bring about efficiencies and trans-
parency.”

Eckenhoff said he has received e-mails from service members and their families
from all over the country. “A lot of the e-mails relate stories of the care they have
received, which they want to have on the record,” he said. “Serving on this commis-
sion has been a very rewarding experience. If we can do something for all these
wounded Americans coming home, I’m going to find it a lot easier to sleep at
night.”

In May, Eckenhoff received the Award of Honor from the American Hospital Asso-
ciation in recognition of his outstanding contributions to improving the health status
of communities and the nation.

Eckenhoff founded the National Rehabilitation Hospital in 1986 and has overseen
its growth from a single hospital to a medical rehabilitation network that operates in
40 locations, providing nearly 400,000 ambulatory visits annually and more than
2,200 inpatient admissions. The organization enjoys a reputation for innovation and
excellence in patient care, research, teaching, and technology development and is
ranked among the best and largest of its type in the nation.

Eckenhoff suffered a traumatic lower spinal cord injury while a student at Transyl-
vania that left his legs paralyzed, and it was his own rehabilitation experience that
helped him decide on his life’s calling in medicine.

Rich Umbdenstock, president of the AHA, referenced Eckenhoff’s personal courage
in presenting him with the award at the association’s annual meeting in Washington,
D.C.: “As a patient, Ed recognized the need for specialized rehabilitative care and he
answered that call through the National Rehabilitation Hospital. As an administrator,
he’s developed a world-class care network to help patients with a wide range of con-
ditions return to normal activities of daily living.”
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Bank and Trust Co. in Paducah, Ky.

Margaret Tutt Tilghman ’51, Versailles, Ky.,
died April 23, 2007. She was a retired legal

secretary and member of Pisgah Presbyterian
Church.

Phillip J. Pridemore ’59, Paris, Ky., died March

6, 2007. At Transylvania, he sang baritone
in the choir and was a member of the
journalism club. He was the owner and
operator of Pridemore Tire in Paris.

ALUMNI BULLETIN BOARD

It’s a date! Alumni Weekend 2008

Mark your calendar and plan to join your classmates
and Transy friends in Lexington for Alumni Weekend
2008, set for April 25-27.

The following classes will celebrate reunions: Robert
Barr Society (1938, 1943, 1948, 1953), 1958, 1963,
1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, and 2003.

If you are a member of one of these classes, please
make sure the Alumni Office has your current mailing
and e-mail addresses so you do not miss out on all the
fun. If you’d like to help plan your class reunion, contact
Natasa Pajic ’96, director of alumni programs, at
npajic@transy.edu. 

Executive Board officers, members elected

In April, the Alumni Association elected Randy Cooper
’77 president and Wanda Poynter Cole ’67 president-
elect of the Alumni Executive Board. The following were
elected to three-year board terms: Robert Anderson ’56,
Jan Allinder Anestis ’67, Robert Cartwright ’94, Gayle
Ropke Greer ’58, Marta Stone Hayne ’76, Larry Langan
’66, Jan Schoonmaker ’68, Dot Couch Watson ’62, and
Candace Caine Zaluski ’71.

Get your Transy license plate and help 
support scholarships

Transylvania held on to second place in Kentucky inde-
pendent higher education license plate sales in 2006.
Alumni, students, faculty, staff, and friends purchased or
renewed 601 Transy plates last year, resulting in $6,010
for scholarships ($10 from each plate sold goes to the
general scholarship fund). The University has received
$129,140 for the scholarship fund since the license plate
program began five years ago.

Centre College sold 637 plates to capture first place
among the 19 participating private colleges. Trailing Tran-
sy in the top five were Georgetown College, 494; Bel-
larmine University, 220; and Berea College, 202.

Plates must be purchased from your local county clerk’s
office. To view Transylvania’s plate, get more information,
or find contact information for your county clerk, visit the
Kentucky Motor Vehicle Licensing System Web site at
http://mvl.ky.gov.  

Recommendations sought for awards and
Alumni Executive Board

Alumni are encouraged to submit recommendations
for several awards that will be presented during Alumni
Weekend 2008 and for new members of the Alumni
Executive Board.

Recommendations are sought for the Pioneer Hall of
Fame, Morrison Medallion, Outstanding Young Alumni
Award, and distinguished achievement and service
awards. The Hall of Fame recognizes former athletes,
coaches, and others who have made outstanding contri-
butions to Transylvania athletics, while the Morrison
Medallion is given to an alumnus or alumna for outstand-
ing service to the University. The Outstanding Young
Alumni Award in most cases recognizes an alumna or
alumnus who has been out of school eighteen years or
less with an extensive record of service and support to
the University. Achievement and service awards honor
professional excellence and service to Transylvania.

Those recommended for the Alumni Executive Board
should have a record of support and service to the Uni-
versity and be willing to serve a three-year term. New
members are nominated by the board and elected at the
annual meeting during Alumni Weekend. For recommen-
dation forms, contact the Alumni Office or submit recom-
mendations to Natasa Pajic ’96, director of alumni pro-
grams, at npajic@transy.edu.

Alumni on-line community update

Since its launch in September 2006, the Transy alumni
on-line community has attracted over 1,300 registered
users, and that number continues to grow. This is a
secure, password protected site that alumni can access
from www.transy.edu. Services include: on-line alumni
directory, class notes, events calendar and registration,
photo albums, on-line giving, and more. Through this
community, alumni can also sign up for a lifetime e-mail
address. First-time users will need to obtain their unique
school ID number from the alumni office: (800) 487-2679
or alumni@transy.edu. For more information, contact
Natasa Pajic ’96, director of alumni programs, at
npajic@transy.edu.

To contact the Alumni Office:
Natasa Pajic ’96, director of alumni programs, npajic@transy.edu

Tracy Stephens Dunn ’90, assistant director of alumni programs, tdunn@transy.edu
Elaine Valentine, administrative assistant, alumni@transy.edu
Phone: (800) 487-2679 or (859) 233-8275  ■ Fax: (859) 281-3548

Mail: 300 North Broadway, Lexington, KY 40508 ■ E-mail: alumni@transy.edu ■ Web: www.transy.edu
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Virginia Van Meter Patterson ’60, Lexington,
died January 30, 2007. She graduated from
the University of Kentucky and taught school
in San Diego, Germany, and Lexington. 

Judith Gross Westbrook ’64, Richmond, Va.,
died January 8, 2007. At Transylvania, she
was  president of Phi Mu sorority and a
member of Lampas and the Student Gov-
ernment Association. She served as a student
orientation leader and was named to the T-
Day Court of Honor. She received her master
of education degree from Lynchburg College
in Lynchburg, Va. She was a primary math
specialist and taught for 6 years in North

Carolina and 12 years in Richmond Public
Schools before her retirement. She was a
member of Bethany Christian Church, where
she served in many positions, including elder.

Allie C. Conway ’66, Sharpsburg, Ky., died
December 4, 2006. He was included in the
1976 edition of Outstanding Young Men of
America. He was retired from a career in
pharmacy. 

Garry J. Homer ’74, Queenstown, Md., died
June 18, 2006. He was a member of Pi Kappa
Alpha fraternity.

David H. Threlkeld ’74, Huntington, W.Va.,
died April 2, 2007. At Transylvania, he was
a member of Phi Alpha Theta. A member of
the National Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution, he was the former co-
owner of Bay Window Antiques and Col-
lectables in Berea, Ky., and had been a literacy
volunteer with Tri-State Literacy Council in
Huntington.

Christopher W. Johnson ’77, Georgetown,
Ky., died March 8, 2007. He was former
director of the Division of Charitable Gaming
in Kentucky. He was a graduate of the
University of Kentucky and received his juris
doctorate from the University of Louisville.
He was a founding father of the Kentucky
chapter of Delta Chi fraternity and served
the Commonwealth of Kentucky in the
attorney general’s office and as legal officer
for the Kentucky State Police. He was a
member of the First Christian Church, where
he served as a deacon, elder, and board chair-
man. 

Marsha Stevenson Born ’78, Jensen Beach,
Fla., died March 23, 2006. At Transylvania,
she was active in theater and chorus. 

Sima Maiti ’02, Lexington, died April 25,
2007. At Transylvania, she was a member of
Circle K and Phi Mu sorority. She received
a bachelor of science degree in nursing from
the University of Kentucky and was
completing her second year of graduate
studies toward her nurse practitioner master’s
degree. She was a member of Sigma Theta
Tau International Nursing Honor Society,
the American Nursing Association, and the
Kentucky Nursing Association.

Garnett Eva Gayle, Lexington, died March
13, 2007. She was retired from the United
States Government and a U.S. Navy WAVES
veteran. She graduated from the University
of Kentucky School of Journalism and
worked in Washington, D.C., for Sen. Tom
Underwood, the University of Kentucky
Law College, and the IRS. She was a member
of Central Christian Church and active in
many civic organizations including the Lex-
ington Red Cross and Lexington Women’s
Club. She served as Chi Omega adviser at
Transylvania for 30 years.

■ Obituaries in Transylvania are based on
information available in alumni office files
and from newspaper obituaries. Please
send information concerning alumni
deaths to the attention of Elaine
Valentine in the Transyl vania Alumni
Office, 300 North Broadway, Lexington,
KY 40508-1797. Newspaper obituaries
with complete listings of survivors are
preferred.

TRUSTEE WILLIAM L.  ROUSE JR.  DIES
William L. Rouse Jr., a member of the Transylvania Board of Trustees for 27 years,

died March 22, 2007. He was 74. He was elected to Transylvania’s board in 1979 and
served as treasurer, member of the Executive Committee, and chairman of the
Finance Committee. 

“Will played a crucial role in overseeing the finances of the University and under-
stood the importance of finances in supporting the mission of the college,” said Presi-
dent Charles L. Shearer.

A Lexington native, Rouse was a 1950 graduate of University High School. He
earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration at the University of Kentucky in
1954, where he played basketball under Coach Adolph Rupp.

After service as a pilot in the U.S. Air Force, Rouse began his career in banking in
1958 with the Security Trust company, which later merged with First National Bank
and Trust to form First Security National Bank and Trust Company. He worked in all
areas of the bank, and in 1974 was named executive vice president. In 1979 he
became president and then chairman and chief executive officer. He retired from
banking in 1992.

Rouse was active in many civic organizations and served on the boards of Ashland
Inc. and Kentucky American Water Co., and on the advisory board of Louisville Gas &
Electric. He was treasurer and director of the Triangle Foundation, vice president of
the Downtown Lexington Corp., director of the Central Kentucky Concert Associa-
tion, member of the Kentucky State Racing Commission, chairman of the Fayette
County Board of Adjustments, past president of Commerce Lexington, chairman of
the board of Idle Hour Country Club, and a board member of Kentucky Bankers Asso-
ciation, Lexington Industrial Foundation, and Lexington Hearing and Speech Center.

He was one of the organizers of the Kentucky Athletic Club, which started “The
Bash,” a fund-raiser for Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital.

Rouse was a generous supporter of the Transylvania Annual Fund as well as many
other projects and funds, and showed an unwavering commitment to enhancing the
University’s level of excellence and national reputation.

“He was proud to be associated with Transylvania,” Shearer said. “He supported
the University’s mission, programs, and projects and never hesitated to step forward
when asked to help.”

The University honored Rouse with the Irvin E. Lunger Award in 1988 for excep-
tional service to Transylvania and the Transylvania Medal in 2004 for his friendship
and service in promoting the interests of the University.

“He was like an anchor,” Shearer said. “He was a great friend and very committed
to Transylvania. This is a loss for us and a loss for the community.”
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Sam and Carolyn Ware know
well the advantages of giving to
Transylvania by using appreciated
stock. A low cost basis, combined with
gains from a strong market, lets them
give Transy larger gifts than they might
consider by giving cash. “We have a
very low cost basis for some stock, and
it’s financially better for us to give that
rather than cash,” says Sam, a retired
Ashland Oil Co. computer engineer.
“Also, since it’s a charitable gift, you
don’t have to pay the capital gains tax.”

Sam and Carolyn, who live in
Lexington, are members of the class of
1961. They have remarkable family
legacies at Transylvania, including four

generations on Sam’s side and three
on Carolyn’s. They have plenty of

reasons for their loyal support.
“We feel that what Transylvania
has to offer young people is so
important that it always stays
high on our list of giving pri-
orities,” says Carolyn. Adds
Sam, “Transy has a family
atmosphere, and that was so
important to me.”

TAKING STOCK
For more information
about the advantages of
giving appreciated stock
to Transylvania, or about
other forms of giving,
contact the development
office at (800) 487-2679
or visit www.transy.edu
and click on Giving to
Transy.

SAM AND CAROLYN WARE ’61

GIVING IS  THEIR STOCK-IN-TRADE
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This year’s Miss Transylvania, Lucy Gardner, and Mr. Pioneer, Joshua Sankovitch, are joined by 2006 winners Nancy Butkovich and Matt
Clayton at the Student T-Day Coronation Ball during Alumni Weekend 2007. This Transylvania tradition dates back to 1924 when senior
Thelma Shephard Robertson and junior Ryan Thompson first won the honor. Photo by Joseph Rey Au
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