
Student Affairs 
 

Transylvania recognizes the importance of each student’s experience outside the classroom and endeavors to 
make it complementary to academic life. The administrative area known as Student Affairs has as its primary 
objective the establishment of a learning environment that challenges and encourages students to be informed, 
involved and responsible. 

The Student Affairs staff coordinates co-curricular experiences in the following areas: residence life, the 
Campus Center, community service and civic engagement, student involvement and leadership, religious life, 
counseling and student health and wellness. Staff members also work directly with the peer judicial process, student 
government and public safety. While students get involved in programs and services according to their own needs 
and goals, Transylvania encourages each student to explore new and unfamiliar ground. It is hoped that students will 
test themselves, explore different points of view, develop their decision-making skills and accept individual 
responsibility as part of their total educational development. 

Transylvania establishes and maintains behavioral standards and community regulations for which there is a 
demonstrated need. The objectives of our standards include the development of maturity in moral and social 
behavior as well as the cultivation of intellectual excellence. The mutual expectations that students and the 
university hold of one another are contained in the Statement of Student Rights and Responsibilities in the 
Transylvania University Student Handbook. 

 

Selected Regulations and Services 
Students may have automobiles on campus if the vehicles are registered with the Department of Public Safety. 

Parking space is limited, therefore the most desirable parking areas are assigned on the basis of total course units 
earned (class standing). 

Transylvania permits the use of alcoholic beverages on campus only when it is in compliance with state law 
(KRS 244.085), local ordinances and the regulations of the university. The possession, use or sale of illegal narcotics 
and drugs is strictly prohibited on campus. 

Cross-gender visitation is permitted in the residence halls, when guests are escorted by a resident.  
Specific information about the processes for adjudicating misconduct can be obtained from the dean of students 

or reviewed in the student handbook. 
All full-time students, resident or commuter, may use the health service in Forrer Hall. The office is staffed by a 

registered nurse practitioner and is equipped to meet routine first aid and health needs. When necessary, the nurse 
refers students to local physicians or hospitals. On-campus counseling for students is available in the William T. 
Young Campus Center.  

 

Housing Requirements and Residence Life 
Group living provides students with unique opportunities for personal growth, development and education. 

Transylvania’s residence life programs are designed to support the university’s objectives of meeting students’ 
intellectual, spiritual, physical, social and emotional needs. The staff works to promote competency in community 
living, which incorporates both social responsibility and independence. The university’s requirement for on-campus 
living is part of the overall commitment to these ends. 

All full-time students (those taking three course units or more) are required to live on campus unless they meet 
one of the following criteria: achievement of senior status (completion of 27 course units before the beginning of fall 
term), 21 years of age by the day of fall term final enrollment, married or living with parent(s) or legal guardian(s). 

Compliance with the university housing requirement is a condition of enrollment, and a student who lives off 
campus contrary to this regulation will be subject to sanctions. Students with truly extenuating circumstances must 
apply to the Office of Residence Life to be reviewed for an exemption from these requirements. Requests will not be 
considered while a student is not complying with the housing requirement. Seniors are encouraged but not required 
to live on campus. 

To reserve a room in any of the residential facilities, a $250 student services deposit must be maintained with 
the university. This deposit (minus any necessary deductions) will be carried over from year to year. When the 
student leaves the university, the unused amount will be refunded. The student services deposit must be restored to 
the original amount before the student can enroll for the next term.  

Regular part-time students may not live in the residence halls except under highly unusual circumstances and 
with the permission of the dean of students. 



The residence hall program is administered by professionally trained persons and by a carefully selected and 
trained group of upper-class students called resident advisors (RAs). One RA is located in each living unit of about 
40 students, and a staff member is on duty each day and night throughout the term. The RA staff takes seriously its 
role of maintaining a positive and healthy living environment that supports the academic endeavor. This is 
accomplished by keeping in close contact with residents, planning and presenting varied programs within the living 
unit and setting and interpreting behavioral expectations. 

Students who live in the residence halls dine in Forrer Dining Hall, the Rafskeller, Jazzman’s Cafe and the 1780 
Cafe. Room and board is a combined program, and residents are charged for meals on a group-rate basis that takes 
into account the meals a student might miss during the school year. For this reason, students receive no rebates for 
missed meals. However, a variable meal plan is available. Students are offered a varied menu, and extended dining 
periods are scheduled. Special meals are available for students with medical or special dietary needs. 

First-year students live in Forrer Hall. All rooms are designed for double occupancy. In these traditional 
residences, communal bath and restroom facilities are located on each floor. 

Single rooms, if requested and if available, are assigned to students based on medical or environmental needs. 
An additional fee is charged for a single room. 

Each student is supplied with a single bed, closet, dresser, desk and chair. In most cases, window shades and 
study lights are provided, and all rooms have Internet access, individually controlled heating and cooling units and 
cable television access. 

Sophomores, juniors and seniors may choose from several living options including suites for four (two rooms 
sharing a bathroom), apartments for two or four, single rooms and traditional two-person rooms. Upper-class 
students live in Forrer Hall, Dalton Hall, Hazelrigg Hall, Poole Residence Center, Rosenthal Residence Complex, 
Thomson Hall and Fourth Street Apartments. 

There is no specific time (curfew) by which students must be in the residence halls at night. The halls are locked 
and accessible only to resident students. 

Guests may visit in the residence halls with the invitation and escort of a resident host. 
Pets, except fish in an aquarium, are not permitted in the residence halls because of state and local health 

regulations and housekeeping limitations. 
For reasons of safety, students are not permitted to have, keep or store any weapon or firearm in their rooms. 
All residence halls are tobacco free. 
More specific information on residence hall living can be obtained from the residence life office or the student 

handbook. 
 

Student Involvement and Leadership 
The Office of Student Involvement and Leadership aspires to enrich campus life and complement the classroom 

experience by providing meaningful student programs, services and opportunities that foster personal growth and 
skills that are vital to the development of engaged citizens and future leaders. Transylvania challenges and supports 
students with opportunities that develop their leadership capacity and creativity through participation in student 
organizations, leadership programs and campus events. More than 80 student organizations, Greek social fraternities 
and sororities and leadership development initiatives provide opportunities for students to become involved in 
campus life and pioneer into tomorrow’s leaders. 

More information about student activities and organizations can be obtained from the student involvement and 
leadership office in the William T. Young Campus Center. A partial list of organizations follows to illustrate the 
diversity of opportunities. 
 
Planning or Governing Organizations 

Student Activities Board (SAB)—composed of students who plan, initiate and implement campus-wide 
programming through dances, special celebrations, lectures, fine arts and creative recreation. 

Student Alumni Association (SAA)—stimulates student interest and participation in the life of the university and 
its alumni association, preserves Transylvania’s traditions, acclimates students to the role of alumni and develops 
students’ leadership skills. 

Student Government Association (SGA)—ensures maximum student participation in the university decision-
making process as the official representative organization of the student body; serves as a liaison between the 
student body and the faculty, administration and Board of Trustees and promotes the general welfare of 
Transylvania. 

 



Media 
The Rambler—the student newspaper; provides an active forum for news, information and ideas that affect 

members of the Transylvania community. 
The Transylvanian—the literary and art journal; provides students, faculty and staff with an opportunity to 

publish literature and two-dimensional art in a high-quality format. 
WTLX—the student-operated radio station; provides campus news, sports and music to the student body. 
 

Leadership Honoraries 
Omicron Delta Kappa—a national organization that recognizes students who have exhibited outstanding 

leadership and scholarship. This group helps coordinate signature university events. 
Order of Omega—a national Greek honor society that recognizes fraternity and sorority members for 

outstanding contributions to the Greek and general campus communities through leadership, service and scholarship. 
A partial list of honoraries whose membership is determined primarily by academic criteria is located in the 

Academic Program section of the Catalog. 
 

Special Interest Groups 
Examples of the many special interest groups available to students include:  
Diversity Action Council—serves as a support group and strives toward a greater awareness of racial, ethnic and 

cultural issues in the Transylvania environment. 
Transylvania College Democrats and Transylvania College Republicans—allow students the opportunity to 

explore and learn about politics firsthand.  
Karate Club—fosters physical, emotional and individual strength through the martial arts. The organization 

promotes students through belt ranks. 
 

Departmental Organizations 
Transylvania offers more than a dozen departmental organizations. These include, for example, the groups 

listed below. 
Kentucky Education Association—Student Programs (KEASP)—stimulates interest in and better understanding 

of the education profession and related societal and developmental issues. 
Sigma Tau Delta—strives to promote literary advancement both on campus and beyond the bounds of campus; 

forge interdisciplinary relationships between literary-minded departments; provide space in which students, faculty 
and staff interested in literature can exchange ideas and socialize and serve the community through the sharing of 
the written word. 

Transylvania Chapter of the American Chemical Society—provides students of chemical science an opportunity 
to meet, gain experience in presenting technical material and develop a professional pride in chemical sciences. 
Promotes campus-wide understanding of and involvement in the chemical sciences. 
 
Service Organizations 

Transylvania offers multiple organizations that involve students serving both campus and the surrounding 
community. These include:  

Alternative Spring Break—a community service trip where a group of Transylvania students focus on a 
thematic issue of interest within communities outside of Lexington. 

Crimson Crew—student volunteers, chosen by the admissions office, who act as tour guides and hosts for 
prospective students and their parents.  
 
Greek Social Organizations 

Interfraternity Council (IFC)—helps coordinate and promote fraternity life on campus. Each of the four national 
fraternities is represented on the council. 

Delta Sigma Phi—strives to promote leadership and growth in its individual collegiate members as well as to 
foster the bonds of brotherhood and friendship in the fraternity as a whole. 

Kappa Alpha Order—for men of common ideals, those of the Southern gentleman. The group works to promote 
a social bond and a tie that will continue after college. 

Pi Kappa Alpha – Pi Kappa Alpha's members strive to be scholars, leaders, athletes and gentlemen,  
and they seek excellence in everything they do. 



Phi Kappa Tau—strives to foster growth in its members through collective concern and participation. This 
fraternity encourages its members to make the most of their college careers by working together as brothers. 

Panhellenic Council—works to promote a positive sorority image by upholding good scholarship and high 
standards of ethical conduct and by working toward harmony and understanding among all students. Each of the 
four national sororities is represented on the council. 

Alpha Omicron Pi—encourages a spirit of fraternity and love among its members while standing at all times for 
integrity, dignity, scholarship and college loyalty. 

Chi Omega—works to promote learning and creditable scholarship, develop vocational interests, foster close 
friendships, create good social and civic service, encourage participation in high-quality activities and maintain a 
high standard of membership in the sorority. 

Delta Delta Delta—strives to establish a perpetual bond of friendship among its members, to develop a stronger 
and more womanly character, to broaden moral and intellectual life and to assist its members in every way possible. 

Phi Mu—aims to bring to its members a bond of friendship through its teachings and precepts, to cooperate 
with the university in attaining high scholastic and cultural standards and to provide a home for its collegiate 
members. 

 
Religious Organizations 

All of Transylvania’s religious organizations are student led and open to any student regardless of faith 
tradition.  

CRU gathers weekly for prayer, Bible study and Christian fellowship. 
Transylvania Catholic Organization strives to build a campus community by drawing together students, faculty 

and staff to converse about the Catholic faith and to support ideals of a Christian life. 
 

Athletics 
Transylvania is a member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division III and competes in 

the Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference (HCAC), a league comprised of 10 academically selective schools in 
Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio. In addition, the university holds associate memberships in the Ohio Athletic 
Conference for its men’s and women’s swimming and diving teams, the Southern Athletic Association for its field 
hockey team and the Ohio River Lacrosse Conference for its men’s and women’s lacrosse teams. It also holds full 
memberships in the National Cheerleading Association, the National Dance Association and in the Intercollegiate 
Horse Show Association for its men’s and women’s equestrian hunt seat teams.  

Transylvania sponsors 26 varsity athletic teams: men’s and women’s basketball, men’s and women’s indoor and 
outdoor track and field, men’s and women’s cross country, men’s and women’s golf, men’s and women’s soccer, 
men’s and women’s swimming and diving, men’s and women’s lacrosse, equestrian, men’s and women’s tennis, 
women’s field hockey, softball, women’s volleyball, competitive cheerleading and dance and men’s baseball. 

More than 350 student-athletes competed on Transylvania’s varsity teams in 2014-15.  
Transylvania’s athletic teams have consistently captured conference regular-season and tournament titles, and 

individuals have earned recognition as players of the year or coaches of the year, both in the HCAC and the region. 
In 2014-15, four teams won Heartland Conference championships, while the women’s basketball team earned a bid 
to the NCAA tournament.  

Transylvania student-athletes performed just as impressively in the classroom, compiling a cumulative grade 
point average of better than 3.13, with 45 being named to all-conference academic teams. These achievements 
reflect Transylvania’s commitment to the NCAA Division III model of emphasizing academic excellence along with 
success on the field of play. 

The centerpiece of Transylvania’s athletics facilities is the Clive M. Beck Athletic and Recreation Center. This 
state-of-the-art center includes a performance gymnasium seating 1,200, recreational gym, fully equipped fitness 
center, walking/running track and multipurpose dance/aerobics studio. Other varsity venues include John R. Hall 
Field for softball, William A. Marquard Field for baseball, a competition-size swimming and diving pool in the 
William T. Young Campus Center, a six-court tennis complex and the Transylvania Athletic Complex for men’s and 
women’s soccer, lacrosse, track and field and field hockey.  

 
Intramurals 

Transylvania’s intramural program is integral to the university’s educational mission and operates under the 
principles of amateur athletics as established by the university and the National Intramural Recreational Sports 
Association. The program strives to provide activity, entertainment and a rallying point for students, faculty and 



staff. The emphasis is participation and enjoyment, while also providing students with opportunities to show 
leadership and responsibility as they organize the teams, plan the schedules and officiate the contests. Traditional 
intra-campus rivalries help develop social values and promote physical fitness. 

The intramural program is extremely popular, with about 40 percent of the student body participating in 16 
athletics activities. Activities rotate on an annual basis and include football, horseshoes, dodgeball, cornhole, 
kickball, golf, cross country, billiards, volleyball, table tennis, badminton, racquetball, disc golf, basketball, 
swimming, bowling, darts, softball, tennis, three-on-three basketball, soccer, beach volleyball and ultimate Frisbee. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


